FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
July 6", 2025
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MESSIAH LUTHERAN CHURCH

REV.SAMUEL J. LEISTER, PASTOR
3 SOUTH THIRD STREET
MIFFLINTOWN, PA 17059
(717)-436-6213

PASTOR EMAIL: mlcsleister@gmail.com
OFFICE EMAIL: mlchurchoffice@gmail.com
WEBSITE: mlcmifflintown.org

Teach God'’s Grace through Fellowship,
Studly, Service & Witness
TODAY’S INTRODUCTION: God is the source of our nourishment. Jesus' invitation to "take and

eat. .. take and drink" is a repeated one. In holy communion, in the word read and proclaimed, in the
assembly of the people of God, the dominion of God has come near. Rejoice! Your name is written in

heaven.
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Messiah Lutheran Church

3 South Third Street
Mifflintown, PA 17059
Church Office: 717-436-6213

Rev. Samuel Leister Pastor
Bob St. Clair Organist/Pianist
Slone Smith Organist/Pianist
Andrea Cameron Choir Director
Hannah Ehrisman Lector
Hope Miller & Hannah Ehrisman Acolytes
Braedon Walton, Ella Harris & Carter Ehrisman Communion/Offering Presenters
Tammy Smith & Tawny Mummah Altar Guild

Cynthia Smith & Larry Goss Offering Counters

FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
July 6, 2025 —10:00 a.m.

*Please Stand as YOU Are Able

PREPARATION
CHIMES
GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE:

[Please use the prelude as a quiet time to prepare yourself for worship.]

GATHERING

* GATHERING HYMN
* GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
C And also with you.

“In the Cross of Christ 1 gfory” #104 Green Hymnal
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1 Have mer-cy on us, Tord and hear our sol - emn prayer.

2 Have mer-cy on us, Christ, and wash a - way our sin.

3 Have mer-cy on us, TLord make sin and shame de - part.
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We come to hear your liv-ing word; it saves us from de - spair.
Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may be - gin.
Re - new us with your sav-ing pow’r; cre - ate in us new hearts!
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* CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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1 Glo-ry be to God in heav-en; peace, good-will to all the ecarth.
2 Glo-ry be to Christfor -ev - er, Lamb of God and Lord of Ilove.

3 Ho-ly One we now ac-claim you; Lord a - lone, to you we call;
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Might-y God of all cre - a - tion, Fa - ther of sur - pass-ing worth:
Son of God and gra-cious Sav - ior, you have come from heav’n a-bove;
Ho - ly One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all:
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we ex - alt you, we a - dore you, we lift high our thanks and praise.
on the cross you died to save us; now youreign at God’s right hand.
Je - sus Christ,with God the Spir - it, in the Fa-ther’s splen-dor bright.
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Saints and an - gels bow be -fore you; here on earth our songs we raise.
Hear our prayer; re - store, for-give us; in your prom-ise firm we stand.
For the peace that we in-her-it, glo-ry be to God on high!

*  SALUTATION AND RESPONSE (spoken)
P The Lotd be with you.
C And also with you.

* PRAYER OF THE DAY (In Unison)

P Let us pray...

C O God, the Father of our Lord Jesus, you are the city that shelters us, the mother who
comforts us. With your Spirit accompany us on our life's journey, that we may spread
your peace in all the world, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

WORD

Those who returned from the exile found that the hopes for the glorious restoration of Judah were not
completely fulfilled. For these disappointed people, the prophet envisions salvation in the image of a
nursing woman. Mother Jerusalem and a mothering God remind the community how they are sustained
and supported.

FIRST READING . ... Isaiah 66:10-14
10Rejoice with Jerusalem, and be glad for her, all you who love her; rejoice with her in joy, all you who
mourn over her—!!that you may nurse and be satisfied from her consoling breast; that you may drink



deeply with delight from her glorious bosom. '?For thus says the LORD: I will extend prosperity to her
like a river, and the wealth of the nations like an overflowing stream; and you shall nurse and be carried on
her arm, and dandled on her knees. '>As a mother comforts her child, so I will comfort you; you shall be
comforted in Jerusalem. *You shall see, and your heart shall rejoice; your bodies shall flourish like the
grass; and it shall be known that the hand of the LORD is with his servants, and his indignation is against
his enemies.

L: Here ends the reading.
C: Thanks be to God.

PO AL . Psalm 66:1-9 (Responsively)
Be joyful in God, all you lands; be joyful, all the earth.
2Sing the glory of God's name; sing the glory of God's praise.
3Say to God, "How awesome are your deeds! Because of your great strength your enemies cringe before
you.
4All the earth bows down before you, sings to you, sings out your name."
>Come now and see the works of God, how awesome are God's deeds toward all people.
6God turned the sea into dry land, so that they went through the water on foot, and there we
rejoiced in God.
"Ruling forever in might, God keeps watch over the nations; let no rebels exalt themselves.
8Bless our God, you peoples; let the sound of praise be heard.
90ur God has kept us among the living and has not allowed our feet to slip.

In the close of his letter to the Galatians, Paul encourages them to live as people made right with God
through faith in Jesus Christ. Here Paul offers practical advice about how believers exercise common
concern for one other in "the family of faith."

SECOND READING. ..ot e Galatians 6: [1-6] 7-16
['My friends, if anyone is detected in a transgression, you who have received the Spirit should restore such
a one in a spirit of gentleness. Take care that you yourselves are not tempted. 2Bear one another's burdens,
and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ. 3For if those who are nothing think they are something,
they deceive themselves. All must test their own work; then that work, rather than their neighbor's work,
will become a cause for pride. For all must carry their own loads.

¢Those who are taught the word must share in all good things with their teacher.]

Do not be deceived; God is not mocked, for you reap whatever you sow. 8If you sow to your own
flesh, you will reap corruption from the flesh; but if you sow to the Spirit, you will reap eternal life from
the Spirit. ?So let us not grow weary in doing what is right, for we will reap at harvest time, if we do not
give up. 19So then, whenever we have an opportunity, let us work for the good of all, and especially for
those of the family of faith.

11See what large letters I make when I am writing in my own hand! It is those who want to make a
good showing in the flesh that try to compel you to be circumcised—only that they may not be persecuted
for the cross of Christ. 13Even the circumcised do not themselves obey the law, but they want you to be
circumcised so that they may boast about your flesh. #May I never boast of anything except the cross of
our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world. >For neither



circumcision nor uncircumcision is anything; but a new creation is everything! 1°As for those who will
follow this rule—peace be upon them, and mercy, and upon the Israel of God.

L: Here ends the reading.
C: Thanks be to God.

*  GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Al - le-lu - ia! TLord and Sav -ior: o - pen now your sav-ing word.

Te

P~
L L

ILet it burn like fire with-in us; speak un - til our hearts are stirred.

o { T L {
ﬁ E g g - " J Py Py I i Ty f P | -
{ et - (7 P P | - — 4
\j/ i r— ! I I bt v » | ! |

Al - le-lu - 1a! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring.

Jesus commissions harvesters and laborers to go where he would go and do what he would do. Risking
hardship and danger in exchange for the experience of great joy, they offer peace and healing as signs
that the reign of God is near.

¥ GOSPEL. Luke 10:1-11, 16-20

P The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 10t chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord. (spoken)

After this the Lord appointed seventy others and sent them on ahead of him in pairs to every town and
place where he himself intended to go. 2He said to them, "The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few;
therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest. 3Go on your way. See, I am
sending you out like lambs into the midst of wolves. “Carry no purse, no bag, no sandals; and greet no one
on the road. SWhatever house you enter, first say, 'Peace to this house!' °And if anyone is there who shares
in peace, your peace will rest on that person; but if not, it will return to you. "Remain in the same house,
eating and drinking whatever they provide, for the laborer deserves to be paid. Do not move about from
house to house. $Whenever you enter a town and its people welcome you, eat what is set before you; cure
the sick who are there, and say to them, "The kingdom of God has come near to you.' 19But whenever you
enter a town and they do not welcome you, go out into its streets and say, !"'Even the dust of your town
that clings to our feet, we wipe off in protest against you. Yet know this: the kingdom of God has come
near.' 1Whoever listens to you listens to me, and whoever rejects you rejects me, and whoever rejects me
rejects the one who sent me.

"The seventy returned with joy, saying, "Lord, in your name even the demons submit to us!" '8He
said to them, "I watched Satan fall from heaven like a flash of lightning. 1°See, I have given you authority to



tread on snakes and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy; and nothing will hurt you.
2)Nevertheless, do not rejoice at this, that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your names are written

in heaven."

P

The Gospel of the Lord.

C Praise to you, O Christ. (spoken)

HYMN SING
HYMN #1 “My ‘J—[qpe is Built on ‘J\fotﬁing Less” #294 Green Hymnal
HYMN #2 “When Peace Like a River” #346 Green Hymnal
HYMN #3 “What a Friend We Have in Jesus” #439 Green Hymnal
HYMN #4 “How Great Thou Art” #532 Green Hymnal
HYMN OF THE DAY “Lead On, O King Eternall” #495 Green Hymnal

* APOSTLES’ CREED (In Unison)

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and
was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge
the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

* PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

P

Drawn into the embrace of the holy Trinity, we lift our prayers for the wholeness of the
church, the wotld, and all creation.

A brief silence.

You send your church into the world with a message of peace. Center the whole church in
this peace, and strengthen our faith by the example of all those who creatively and faithfully
proclaim your good news. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

All the earth sings out your name. Inspire your people to drink deeply from the beauty of all
your creation. When ecosystems are wounded, bring your healing. When our actions
endanger the survival of other species, curb our greed and waste. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

You call us to work for the good of all. Give resolve to those who lead, that they do not
grow weary in doing what is right. Guide them to seck peace between nations and freedom
for all people. God of grace,

hear our prayer.



P Asa mother comforts her child, so you comfort us. Bring this comfort to those in any pain.
Carry your people when grief is heavy, and lift burdens of shame and self-doubt. We pray
for our shut-ins, the sick, and those in need of our prayers, compassion and care who are
listed in our in our prayer list in the bulletin. We pray also for those mentioned now by our
congregation. For those listed here, mentioned in our hearts and minds. God of grace,

C hear our prayer.

P Your harvest is plentiful, O God. Make us laborers and companions with one another in
this assembly. Send your peace to rest upon us, heal divisions among us, and open our
hearts to receive one another as gifts from you. God of grace,

C hear our prayer

P You have written our names in heaven, O God, and we rejoice. We thank you for those
who have lived and died in your love. Accompany us on our life's journey and draw us at
last to life forever in you. God of grace,

C hear our prayer.

P Gather all our prayers in your mercy, O God, through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
C Amen.

PEACE
P The peace of Christ be with you always. C And also with you.
(The congregation may greet one another in the name of the Lord from their pews at
whatever level of physical contact with which they are comfortable).

OFFERING PRESENTATION

SUNG OFFERTORY (“Vineyards”)

Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of blessing. Gather a
harvest from the seeds that were sown, that we may be fed with the bread of life. Gather
the hopes and dreams of all; unite them with the prayers we offer now. Grace our table
with your presence, Lord, and give us a foretaste of the feast to come.

OFFERING PRAYER
P Creator God, in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good and the harvest is plentiful.
Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth and our labor, that we may work for

the good of all; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
C Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER (In Unison)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and
ever. Amen.



SENDING
*  BLESSING
P The love of God abound in you; the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts; and the

life of the Spirit + bless you and give you peace.
C Amen, Amen, Amen. (sung)

* SENDING HYMN “Blest Be the Tie That Binds” #370 Green Hymnal

*  DISMISSAL
P Goin peace. Live by the Spirit.
C Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Reprinted from Words for Worship, copyright 2024 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. Scripture quotations (except
psalms) from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 Division of Christian Education of the National
Council of Churches of Christ in the USA. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Evangelical Lutheran Worship copyright 2006. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress under license #SB154530

NEXT WEEK’S LECTOR — Kate Swailes

NEXT WEEK’S ACOLYTES — Olivia Mummah & Grace Miller

NEXT WEEK’S COMMUNION/OFFERING PRESENTERS - Silas Smith, Hope & Evan Miller
NEXT WEEK’S ALTAR GUILD — Tammy Smith & Tawny Mummah (6/30/25 — 7/13/25)

JULY OFFERING COUNTERS:
13: Slone Smith & Christie Yorks
20: Clint Miller & Nick Beward
27: Marylou Hazard & Jean Berry

WELCOME TO ALL!

VISITORS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME to worship at Messiah. We invite you to register your visit in the guest
book provided in the Narthex. If you are seeking a church home, please speak to the Pastor. Our fellowship in
Jesus Christ is open and extended to all persons who confess His Lordship over all life. Thank you for worshiping
with us.

VISITORS ARE INVITED TO COMMUNE with us if they are baptized, and if with us in our faith, they trust
Jesus’ promise of the presence of the Body and Blood of Christ.

ALTAR FLOWERS are presented to the Glory of God and in honor of Dan Stoner’s birthday by Michelle, Sandy
Pines and Braedon Walton.

JUST A THOUGHT — Thomas Adams, English Clergyman (1583 — 1653): If thou will fly from God, the devil will
lend thee both spurs and a horse.

CONGREGATIONAL NEWS
THE DEADLINE FOR ALL ITEMS TO BE INCLUDED IN THE SUNDAY BULLETIN IS THURSDAY
NOON.




PRAYER CHAIN - If you wish to be included on the email recipient list for the Messiah Prayer Chain, please send
an email to Pastor Leister at mlcsleister@gmail.com.

PRAYER REQUESTS will be placed in the Sunday bulletin for one month. If you wish to have someone
included in the prayer list for an additional month, please contact the church office at 436-6213 or
mlchurchoffice@gmail.com. If you have anyone who is a “last minute” addition after the bulletin has been printed
on Fridays, please fill out an orange prayer card in the pew and lay it on the stand where the gluten free wafers are
placed PRIOR to the morning worship service.

PLEASE NOTIFY THE CHURCH OFFICE for any change in addresses, phone numbers, email addresses, or for
any requests for building usage. There are a lot of activities and some coordination is needed so events are not
“overbooked” in any specific areas of the church (this also applies to church groups who meet in the church).
Please contact the office at 436-6213 or email mlchurchoffice@gmail.com for any changes or requests.

IF ANYONE HAS ANY NEEDS OR CONCERNS, please contact Pastor Sam Leister. If you or someone you
know is ill or hospitalized, please let Pastor Leister know. He can be reached at 717-436-8589 (home), or 717-348-
1020 (cell), or email at mlcsleister(@gmail.com.

IF YOU ARE IN NEED OF PASTORAL SERVICES from 7/1 through 7/13, please contact Pastor Rick
Adams. He may be reached through his cell number at 717-253-0235.

WEIS AND GIANT GIFT CARDS are available to purchase from the Disciples Class. This is a very important
outreach ministry that helps neighbors in need in our own community. We thank each and every one for
continued support of this very worthwhile project.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR for Sunday, September 7%, when congregations of the ELCA will join together for
our annual day of service, “God’s Work, Our Hands.”

JULY’S “MISSION OF THE MONTH?” at Messiah will be continued support for Juniata County Food Pantry
Summer Backpack Program. The monies will be sent from Messiah directly to the Food Pantry to continue
assisting in the effort to feed the children of our community through the summer months. In addition to your
generosity, the PPC allocated funds to match congregational donations up to $1,000.00. This is just one way in
which we can continue to extend our mission in Christ’s love beyond the walls of our church building.

REMINDER: Please have all information to be placed in the newsletter to Bob at stclairbjr@gmail.com or the
church office at michurchoffice@gmail.com by the deadlines which ate listed monthly in the newsletter.

IF YOU HAVE ANY NEWS OR UPCOMING EVENTS, please contact Sheree Goss at 717-436-9613 or email
her at msgoss@gmail.com.

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS ARE AS FOLLOWS:
Tuesday — 9:00 a.m. — 5:00 p.m.
Thursday — 9:00 a.m. — 5:00 p.m. Friday — 12:30 p.m. — 4:30 p.m.

WOMEN OF THE ELCA NEWS

WELCA CONVENTION will be held on Saturday, July 26™ at Faith Lutheran Church in Lewisburg. The theme
will be “For All the Faithful Women.” The in-gathering will go to LDR. The in-kind collection will be items
for “period packs” which contain: regular tampons, super absorbency tampons, or packs of 12 pads that
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are unscented (long, super or ultra-thin). We are hoping to be able to complete 200 kits at the convention. We
will be collecting from now until the convention in July. If you are able to purchase either of these items, you can
place them on the round table in the Adult Sunday School Room. If you would like to donate money to purchase
these items, you may give your donation to Barb, Cynthia, Linda, Christie or Cindy. Anyone who is interested in
attending the Convention, please contact Barb for a copy of the registration form. The cost will be $40 which
covers refreshments upon arrival, lunch and any item needed for the program.

WE WILL BE COLLECTING THE FOLLOWING ITEMS FOR SCHOOL KITS:
--blue or black ball point pens (NO gel pens)
--2'2 inch erasers
--pencil sharpeners
--packs of 16-24 crayons
--rulers with inches and centimeters
--blunt scissors
--70-80 sheet college-rule 8x10%2 notebooks

THE NEXT WELCA MEETING will be Thursday, July 10" at 1:00 p.m. in the Youth Area. Cynthia Smith will
have the devotions. All women of Messiah are invited to attend the meetings.

WOMEN OF THE ELCA PURPOSE STATEMENT
As a community cf women created in the image of (jocf, called to cfismjo[esﬁijo in Jesus Christ, and emjaowerecf
Ey the ﬂ-[ofy S}?i?’it’, we commit ourselves to grow in faitﬁ, cﬁ(irm our giﬁs, support one another in our

ca[fings, engage in ministry and action, and promote ﬁeafing and wholeness in the church, the society, and

the world.

COMMUNITY

FOOD PANTRY NEEDS FOR JULY
CANNED BEETS AND BAKED BEANS; CLEANING SUPPLIES AND TOILET PAPER.
BACKPACK PROGRAM: SINGLE-SERVE FRUIT CUPS, JELL-O CUPS,
NON-CHOCOLATE PUDDING, AND SINGLE-SERVE MEALS.
MONETARY DONATIONS ARE ALSO APPRECIATED
P.O. BOX 44, 114 N. MAIN ST., MIFFLINTOWN, PA 17059
PHONE: 717-436-9718 HOURS: TUES. 9-12 & 1-5, SAT. 9-12

THIS WEEK AT MESSIAH
Today: -10:00 a.m., Worship/Communion.
Monday: -7:00 p.m. AA in Youth Area.

Wednesday: -9:00 a.m., “The Needlers” in Fellowship Hall.
Thursday:  -1:00 p.m., WELCA meeting in Youth Area.

Sunday: -10:00 a.m., Worship/Communion.
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Joedy Arnold
Linda Bahorik
Melissa Bargo
Jeremy Barnes
Ryan Barr
Bill Book
Linda Brouse
Andrea Cameron
Evitt Campbell
Kenton Cohenour
Stacy Couture
Kim Dumais
Freda Durio
Cathy Dysinger
Renee Dzikowski
Kevin Fetterhoof
Neil & Pat Fisher
Bentley Fulkroad
Kristen Gaisor
Terri Gayer
Deb Geedey
Sheree Goss
Amanda Gregg
Fred Gross
Mark Harvey

PRAYER LIST
Bill Heck
John (Pat) Henry
Karen Henry
Sawyer Henry
Nox Hepburn
Nancy Howell
Annie Ingle
Michael ‘Doc’ Johnston
Guy Kerstetter
George King
Jesse Kint
Nancy Kramer
Pastor Sam Leister
Cecilia Miller
Curt Miller
Larry Miller
Shirley Miller
Marlin Milliken
Claire Mummah
Linda (Kerchner)Parks
Fred Parnell

Kari Ann (Reagen) Petrine

Cheryl Pinkerton
Betty Ranck
Keith Ranck

PRAY FOR OUR SHUT-INS

Dave Reed
Diane Rowles
Greysley Rowles
Kelley Rusenko
Atrlene Shearer
Lowell Shearer
Wyatt Shellenberger
Gail Sherman
Althea Smith
Dave Smith
Jennifer Smith
Joyce & Todd Spangler
Barry Strawser
Vicki Suoja
Amy Swartz
Molly Ulsh
George Varner
Roscoe Warner
Sandy Wert
Todd Wert
Kathy Whitesel
Jim & Heidi Woltman
George Zimmerman
Linda Zimmerman

--Jane Marhetka — Brookline Manor, 2 Manor Blvd., Room 221, Mifflintown, PA 17059

--Ray Bramm — Honaman House, 58 Honaman House Dr., Apt. 108, Thompsontown, PA 17094
--Ruth Cisney — Honaman House, 58 Honaman House Dr., Apt. 112, Thompsontown, PA 17094
--Ona Stoner — William Penn Nursing Home, 163 Summit Dr., Lewistown, PA 17044
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