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TODAY’S INTRODUCTION: We have no good apart from God. That makes Jesus' call to follow
him an invitation to freedom. This is freedom to rqvel in the Spirit's fruit: love, joy, peace, and patience.
This is freedom to not be imprisoned by anything that would keep us from the fullness of the life God

has given us. This is the path of life.
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THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
SERVICE OF HEALING

June 29, 2025 - 10:00 a.m.
*Please Stand as YOU Are Able

PREPARATION
CHIMES
GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE:
[Please use the prelude as a quiet time to prepare yourself for worship.]

* BRIEF ORDER OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

P Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

P Merciful God,

C you free us to love others, but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own way. You
lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace, but we turn away from the abundant life you
offer. You surround us with patience, kindness, and generosity, but we grow weary
in doing what is right. In your mercy, forgive us. Do not give up on us. Heal us,
break our bonds, and show us the path of life. Amen.

P You belong to Christ Jesus and you are God’s children through faith. In the cross of +
Christ, and through the power of the Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Clothed with
Christ, you are a new creation.

C Amen



GATHERING
* GATHERING HYMN
*  GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.

“Lord, S}OeaE to ‘Us, that We May S}oeaﬁ” #403 Green Hymnal

C And also with you.
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*  SALUTATION AND RESPONSE (spoken)
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

* PRAYER OF THE DAY (In Unison)
P Let us pray...
C Sovereign God, ruler of all hearts, you call us to obey you, and you favor us with true
freedom. Keep us faithful to the ways of your Son, that, leaving behind all that

hinders us, we may steadfastly follow your paths, through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen.

WORD

In the story preceding today's reading, the prophet Elijah flees for his life to the security of God's
mountain. There God reveals to Elijah that there are still other faithful people in Israel and commissions
him to anoint new leaders, including his own successor, Elisha.

FIRST READING ..ottt s et 1 Kings 19:15-16, 19-21
15Then the LORD said to [Eljjah,] "Go, return on your way to the wilderness of Damascus; when you
arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king over Aram. '0Also you shall anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king over
Israel; and you shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah as prophet in your place. °So he set
out from there, and found Elisha son of Shaphat, who was plowing. There were twelve yoke of oxen ahead
of him, and he was with the twelfth. Elijah passed by him and threw his mantle over him. 2°He left the
oxen, ran after Elijah, and said, "Let me kiss my father and my mother, and then I will follow you." Then
Eljjah said to him, "Go back again; for what have I done to you?" 2'He returned from following him, took
the yoke of oxen, and slaughtered them; using the equipment from the oxen, he boiled their flesh, and gave
it to the people, and they ate. Then he set out and followed Elijah, and became his servant.

L: Here ends the reading.
C: Thanks be to God.

PSALDM ottt ettt Psalm 16 (Responsively)
Protect me, O God, for I take refuge in you; I have said to the LORD, "You are my Lord, my good above
all other."
2All my delight is in the godly that are in the land, upon those who are noble among the
people.
3But those who run after other gods shall have their troubles multiplied.
4T will not pour out drink offerings to such gods, never take their names upon my lips.
5O LORD, you are my portion and my cup; it is you who uphold my lot.
®My boundaries enclose a pleasant land; indeed, I have a rich inheritance.
T will bless the LORD who gives me counsel; my heart teaches me night after night.
81 have set the LORD always before me; because God is at my right hand, I shall not be
shaken.
9My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices; my body also shall rest in hope.
For you will not abandon me to the grave, nor let your holy one see the pit.
Y ou will show me the path of life;
in your presence there is fullness of joy, and in your right hand are pleasures forevermore.
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For Paul, the freedom Christ gives is not permission to do whatever we want. It is the invitation to be
what we could not be otherwise. The power and guidance of Christ's Holy Spirit produce a different kind
of life, one marked by the fruit of this Holy Spirit.

SECOND READING ..ot Galatians 5:1, 13-25
For freedom Christ has set us free. Stand firm, therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery.

3For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters only do not use your freedom as an
opportunity for self-indulgence, but through love become slaves to one another. #For the whole law is
summed up in a single commandment, "You shall love your neighbor as yourself." 1°If, however, you bite
and devour one another, take care that you are not consumed by one another.

16Live by the Spirit, I say, and do not gratify the desires of the flesh. 7For what the flesh desires is
opposed to the Spirit, and what the Spirit desires is opposed to the flesh; for these are opposed to each
other, to prevent you from doing what you want. 8But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not subject to
the law. PNow the works of the flesh are obvious: fornication, impurity, licentiousness, 2Yidolatry, sorcery,
enmities, strife, jealousy, anger, quarrels, dissensions, factions, ?'envy, drunkenness, carousing, and things
like these. I am warning you, as I warned you before: those who do such things will not inherit the
kingdom of God.

22By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness,
Zgentleness, and self-control. There is no law against such things. 2#And those who belong to Christ Jesus
have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 2°If we live by the Spirit, let us also be guided by the
Spirit.

L: Here ends the reading.
C: Thanks be to God.

*  GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Al - le-1lu - ia! ILord, we sing for the good news that you bring.

Jesus is unwavering in his commitment to his mission in Jerusalem and will not be swayed by pettiness.
In a series of striking cases in point, he calls his disciples to a similar single-mindedness.

K GOSPEL .ttt ettt Luke 9:51-62

P The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 9t chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord. (spoken)



>When the days drew near for [Jesus| to be taken up, he set his face to go to Jerusalem. 2And he sent
messengers ahead of him. On their way they entered a village of the Samaritans to make ready for him;
>but they did not receive him, because his face was set toward Jerusalem. >*When his disciples James and
John saw it, they said, "Lord, do you want us to command fire to come down from heaven and consume
them?" >>But he turned and rebuked them. 5¢Then they went on to another village.

57As they were going along the road, someone said to him, "I will follow you wherever you go."
58And Jesus said to him, "Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests; but the Son of Man has
nowhere to lay his head." *To another he said, "Follow me." But he said, "Lotd, first let me go and bury
my father." 9But Jesus said to him, "Let the dead bury their own dead; but as for you, go and proclaim the
kingdom of God." ¢?Another said, "I will follow you, Lord; but let me first say farewell to those at my
home." ¢2Jesus said to him, "No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of
God."

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ. (spoken)

CHILDREN’S SERMON Pastor Leister
SERMON Pastor Leister
HYMN OF THE DAY “O Jesus, 1 Have Promised” #503 Green Hymnal

* APOSTLES’ CREED (In Unison)
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and
was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge
the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

THE RITE OF HEALING
THE LAYING ON OF HANDS

P Those who wish to receive the laying on of hands as a commitment to God’s power
to heal may come down the center aisle in two lines to the right and left of the altar.
This may include those in need of physical, emotional, or mental healing. It may
include those in need of reconciliation in their relationship to God or neighbor. It
may include those who wish to commit their ministry of healing into the hands of
God: as a doctor, nutse or health care worker.

P Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation. We give you thanks for this oil, for the
fruit of the trees, nurtured in the warmth of the sun, watered from the rain of the
heavens, the olives harvested, and oil pressed from the fruit of the trees. With oil,
you anointed your chosen people Israel, and fed them with choice flour, oil, and
honey. You anointed Aaron and made oil a sign of blessing for your chosen ones.
You promised to anoint with oil those who walk through the valley of the shadow



of death. You have anointed your own Son with the oil of gladness. The Good
Samaritan tended a stranger, bound up his wounds, and poured oil on them. You
gave the disciples power to heal, to cure, and to anoint with oil many who were

sick. Your own body was anointed for burial by the woman who poured expensive
ointment on his feet and wiped them with her hair. The virgins met the bridegroom
and trimmed their oil lamps to burn brightly for the celebration, the feast to come.

(Those who wish to come forward to receive anointing with oil and the laying on of
hands may do so now):

P I lay my hands upon you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, be-
seeching him to uphold you and fill you with grace, that you may know the
healing power of his love.

C Amen.

P I anoint you with oil in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of
the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

* PRAYER OF COMMITMENT (for all)
P The almighty Lord a stronger tower to all who put their trust in him, to whom
all things in heaven, on earth, and under the earth bow and whom they obey—be
now and evermore your defense, and make you know and feel that the only name
under heaven given for health and salvation is the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.

C Amen.

* PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

P Let us pray.
Merciful Lord God, constant source of all healing, we give you thanks for all your
gifts of strength and life, and above all we thank you for the gift of your Son,
through whom we have health and salvation. As we wait for that day when there
will be no more pain, help us by your Holy Spirit to be assured of your power in
our lives and to trust in your eternal love; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C Amen.

* PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
P God of grace,
C hear our prayer.

* PEACE
P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.

(The congregation may greet one another in the name of the Lord from their pews at whatever
level of physical contact with which they are comfortable).



OFFERING PRESENTATION

* SUNG OFFERTORY (“Vineyards”)
Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of blessing. Gather a
harvest from the seeds that were sown, that we may be fed with the bread of life. Gather
the hopes and dreams of all; unite them with the prayers we offer now. Grace our table
with your presence, Lord, and give us a foretaste of the feast to come.

* OFFERING PRAYER
P Creator God, in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good and the harvest is plentiful.
Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth and our labor, that we may work for

the good of all; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
C Amen.

MEAL
*  COMMUNION DIALOGUE (from Isaiah 55)
P Let us give thanks to the Lord.
C For through these gifts he comes to feed us.
P All you who are thirsty, come to the waters. You who have no money, come, receive bread,
and eat.
Come, without paying and without cost, drink wine and eat.
Let us come to his table with joy,
for we come as God’s invited guests!

O<TO

* EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for
the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

C Through him, with him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honor and glory is yours,
almighty Father, now and forever. Amen.

* THE LORD’S PRAYER (In Unison)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

(If you desire, you may take a gluten free wafer located on the oak pedestal on the step in the front of the
chancel).



* INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P The kingdom of God is set before you. Eat and rejoice.

DISTRIBUTION
[“At the Chancel Rail” — come forward by the CENTER aisle; take a communion cup from the table by
the front pew. Approach the altar to partake, then move to the chancel rail to pray. Then, return to your
seat using the left or right SIDE aisle]. (Fellowship cups are available for those who wish to remain in
your seat for communion).

*  COMMUNION BLESSING
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C Amen.

* PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P Mothering God, you gathered us to your table and we drank deeply of your grace. Send us
out by your Spirit to love our neighbors as ourselves and proclaim your love in Jesus’ name.

C Amen.
SENDING
* BLESSING

P The love of God abound in you; the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts; and the
life of the Spirit + bless you and give you peace.
C Amen, Amen, Amen. (sung)

* SENDING HYMN “O Master, Let Me Walk with You” #492 Green Hymnal

*  DISMISSAL
P Goin peace. Live by the Spirit.
C Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Reprinted from Words for Worship, copyright 2024 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. Scripture quotations (except
psalms) from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 Division of Christian Education of the National
Council of Churches of Christ in the USA. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Evangelical Lutheran Worship copyright 2006. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress under license #SB154530

NEXT WEEK’S LECTOR — Hannah Ehrisman

NEXT WEEK’S ACOLYTES — Hope Miller & Hannah Ehrisman

NEXT WEEK’S COMMUNION/OFFERING PRESENTERS — Braedon Walton, Ella Harris & Carter Ehrisman
NEXT WEEK’S ALTAR GUILD — Tammy Smith & Tawny Mummah (6/30/25 — 7/13/25)

NEXT WEEK’S MANNA BREAD BAKER — Cynthia Smith

JULY OFFERING COUNTERS:
6: Cynthia Smith & Larry Goss ~ 20: Clint Miller & Nick Beward
13: Slone Smith & Christie Yorks — 27: Marylou Hazard & Jean Berry



WELCOME TO ALL!

VISITORS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME to worship at Messiah. We invite you to register your visit in the guest
book provided in the Narthex. If you are seeking a church home, please speak to the Pastor. Our fellowship in
Jesus Christ is open and extended to all persons who confess His Lordship over all life. Thank you for worshiping
with us.

VISITORS ARE INVITED TO COMMUNE with us if they are baptized, and if with us in our faith, they trust
Jesus’ promise of the presence of the Body and Blood of Christ.

JUST A THOUGHT — Roswell C. Long, Christian Thinker: Worship liberates the personality by giving a new
perspective to life.

CONGREGATIONAL NEWS
THE DEADLINE FOR ALL ITEMS TO BE INCLUDED IN THE SUNDAY BULLETIN IS THURSDAY
NOON.

PRAYER CHAIN - If you wish to be included on the email recipient list for the Messiah Prayer Chain, please send
an email to Pastor Leister at mlcsleister@gmail.com.

PRAYER REQUESTS will be placed in the Sunday bulletin for one month. If you wish to have someone
included in the prayer list for an additional month, please contact the church office at 436-6213 or
mlichurchoffice@gmail.com. If you have anyone who is a “last minute” addition after the bulletin has been printed
on Fridays, please fill out an orange prayer card in the pew and lay it on the stand where the gluten free wafers are
placed PRIOR to the morning worship service.

PLEASE NOTIFY THE CHURCH OFFICE for any change in addresses, phone numbers, email addresses, or for
any requests for building usage. There are a lot of activities and some coordination is needed so events are not
“overbooked” in any specific areas of the church (this also applies to church groups who meet in the church).
Please contact the office at 436-6213 or email mlchurchoffice@gmail.com for any changes or requests.

IF ANYONE HAS ANY NEEDS OR CONCERNS, please contact Pastor Sam Leister. If you or someone you
know is ill or hospitalized, please let Pastor Leister know. He can be reached at 717-436-8589 (home), or 717-348-
1020 (cell), or email at mlcsleister@gmail.com.

WEIS AND GIANT GIFT CARDS are available to purchase from the Disciples Class. This is a very important
outreach ministry that helps neighbors in need in our own community. We thank each and every one for
continued support of this very worthwhile project.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR for Sunday, September 7%, when congregations of the ELCA will join together for
our annual day of service, “God’s Work, Our Hands.”

JULY’S “MISSION OF THE MONTH?” at Messiah will again be for Juniata County Food Pantry Summer
Backpack Program. The monies will be sent from Messiah directly to the Food Pantry to continue assisting in the
effort to feed the children of our community through the summer months. In addition to your generosity, the PPC
allocated funds to match congregational donations up to $1,000.00. This is just one way in which we can continue
to extend our mission in Christ’s love beyond the walls of our church building.
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REMINDER: Please have all information to be placed in the newsletter to Bob at stclairbjr@gmail.com or the
church office at mlchurchoffice@gmail.com by the deadlines which ate listed monthly in the newsletter.

IF YOU HAVE ANY NEWS OR UPCOMING EVENTS, please contact Sheree Goss at 717-436-9613 or email
her at msgoss@gmail.com.

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS ARE AS FOLLOWS:
Tuesday — 9:00 a.m. — 5:00 p.m.
Thursday — 9:00 a.m. — 5:00 p.m. Friday — 12:30 p.m. — 4:30 p.m.

WOMEN OF THE ELCA NEWS

WELCA CONVENTION will be held on Saturday, July 26™ at Faith Lutheran Church in Lewisburg. The theme
will be “For All the Faithful Women.” The in-gathering will go to LDR. The in-kind collection will be items
for “period packs” which contain: regular tampons, super absorbency tampons, or packs of 12 pads that
are unscented (long, super or ultra-thin). We are hoping to be able to complete 200 kits at the convention. We
will be collecting from now until the convention in July. If you are able to purchase either of these items, you can
place them on the round table in the Adult Sunday School Room. If you would like to donate money to purchase
these items, you may give your donation to Barb, Cynthia, Linda, Christie or Cindy. Anyone who is interested in
attending the Convention, please contact Barb for a copy of the registration form. The cost will be $40 which
covers refreshments upon arrival, lunch and any item needed for the program.

WOMEN OF THE ELCA PURPOSE STATEMENT
As a community of women created in the image of goc[, called to cfisci}a[esﬁtt'p in Jesus Christ, and empowerecf
ﬁy the Cl-(ofy Syim’t, we commit ourselves to grow n faitﬁ, aﬁ(irm our giﬁs, support one another in our

caffings, engage n ministry and action, and _promote ﬁeafing and wholeness in the church, the society, and

the world.

COMMUNITY

FOOD PANTRY NEEDS FOR JULY
ALL NON-PERISHABLE FOODS,

PERSONAL CARE ITEMS, CLEANING SUPPLIES, PAPER PRODUCTS,
SUMMER BACKPACK LUNCH PROGRAM: SINGLE SERVE MEALS;
JELLO CUPS, AND NON-CHOCOLATE PUDDING.

WE ALSO GLADLY ACCEPT DONATIONS OF CASH AND
GIFT CARDS FOR GROCERY AND DISCOUNT STORES.

THIS WEEK AT MESSIAH
Today: -10:00 a.m., Worship/Communion/Service of Healing.
Monday: -7:00 p.m. AA in Youth Area.

Wednesday: -9:00 a.m., “The Needlers” in Fellowship Hall.
Friday: -Independence Day. Church Office closed.

Sunday: -10:00 a.m., Worship/Communion.
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Joedy Arnold
Linda Bahorik
Melissa Bargo
Jeremy Barnes
Ryan Barr
Bill Book
Linda Brouse
Andrea Cameron
Evitt Campbell

Kenton Cohenour

Kim Dumais
Freda Dutio
Cathy Dysinger
Renee Dzikowski
Kevin Fetterhoof
Neil & Pat Fisher
Bentley Fulkroad
Kristen Gaisor
Terri Gayer
Deb Geedey
Sheree Goss
Amanda Gregg
Fred Gross

Family of Richard Hackenberger

Mark Harvey

PRAYER LIST
Bill Heck
John (Pat) Henry
Karen Henry
Sawyer Henry
Nox Hepburn
Nancy Howell
Annie Ingle
Michael ‘Doc’ Johnston
Guy Kerstetter
George King
Jesse Kint
Nancy Kramer
Pastor Sam Leister
Cecilia Miller
Curt Miller
Larry Miller
Shirley Miller
Marlin Milliken
Claire Mummah
Linda (Kerchner)Parks
Fred Parnell

Kari Ann (Reagen) Petrine

Cheryl Pinkerton
Betty Ranck
Keith Ranck

PRAY FOR OUR SHUT-INS

Dave Reed
Diane Rowles
Greysley Rowles
Kelley Rusenko
Atrlene Shearer
Lowell Shearer
Wyatt Shellenberger
Gail Sherman
Althea Smith
Dave Smith
Jennifer Smith
Joyce & Todd Spangler
Barry Strawser
Vicki Suoja
Amy Swartz
Molly Ulsh
George Varner
Roscoe Warner
Todd Wert
Kathy Whitesel
Jim & Heidi Woltman
George Zimmerman
Linda Zimmerman

--Jane Marhetka — Brookline Manor, 2 Manor Blvd., Room 221, Mifflintown, PA 17059

--Ray Bramm — Honaman House, 58 Honaman House Dr., Apt. 108, Thompsontown, PA 17094
--Ruth Cisney — Honaman House, 58 Honaman House Dr., Apt. 112, Thompsontown, PA 17094
--Ona Stoner — William Penn Nursing Home, 163 Summit Dr., Lewistown, PA 17044
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