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December 31st, 2023 
MESSIAH LUTHERAN CHURCH 

REV. SAMUEL J. LEISTER, PASTOR 
3 SOUTH THIRD STREET 

MIFFLINTOWN, PA  17059 
(717)-436-6213 

 
PASTOR EMAIL:  mlcsleister@gmail.com 

OFFICE EMAIL:  mlchurchoffice@gmail.com 
WEBSITE:  mlcmifflintown.org 

TODAY’S INTRODUCTION: The psalmist calls on the natural world, celestial bodies, fire and 
earth, creatures, and all humanity, to praise God. The voices of Simeon and 84-year-old Anna join the 
chorus today, recognizing what God is doing in Jesus. Simeon's song is often sung after communion, for 
we have seen God's salvation in the assembled community and have held Jesus in our hands in the 
bread. Then, like the prophet Anna, we tell of Jesus to all who look for the healing of the world. 

 

mailto:messiahlutheran@pa.net
http://www.mlcmifflintown.org/
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Messiah Lutheran Church 

3 South Third Street 
Mifflintown, PA 17059 

Church Office: 717-436-6213 
 

Rev. Samuel Leister      Pastor 
Bob St. Clair        Organist/Pianist 
Slone Smith        Organist/Pianist 
Andrea Cameron                               Choir Director 
Cynthia Smith        Lector 
Julia Martin & Thea Beward    Acolytes 
Paige Martin, Brea Beward & Braedon Walton Communion/Offering Presenters 
Tawny Mummah & Tammy Smith   Altar Guild 
Barb Geedey        Manna Bread Baker 
 

FIRST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS 
SERVICE OF HEALING 

 December 31, 2023 – 10:30 a.m. 
 

*Please Stand as YOU Are Able 
 

PREPARATION 
  CHIMES 
  GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
  PRELUDE 
   [Please use the prelude as a quiet time to prepare yourself for worship.] 
   
 * CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 P Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, the Word made flesh, our life and our salvation. 
 C Amen. 
 

 P Trusting the goodness and lovingkindness of God our Savior, let us confess our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

 P God of life, 
 C you promise good news of great joy for all people, and call us to be messengers of 

your peace.  We confess that too often we hoard our joy, our resources, and our 
security.  We nurture conflict and build barriers.  We neglect the needs of our 
neighbors and ignore the groaning of creation.  Have mercy on us.  Where we are 
self-centered, open our hearts.  Where we are reluctant, give us courage.  Where we 
are cynical, restore our trust.  Renew us with your grace and give us again the hope 
of eternal life in you.  Amen. 

 

 P Hear the good news: We are children of God and heirs of God’s promises through the 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit.  In + Jesus we are forgiven and redeemed.  Sing with joy, for 
all the ends of the earth shall know the salvation of God.  
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  C Amen. 
 
GATHERING 

 * GATHERING HYMN                            “Joy to the World”                            #39 Green Hymnal 

 
* GREETING 
  P Today Christ is born: Alleluia, alleluia! The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
      C And also with you. 
 
 *  KYRIE (spoken responsively) 
   P  Lord, have mercy upon us.  C  Lord, have mercy upon us. 
   P  Christ, have mercy upon us.  C  Christ, have mercy upon us. 
   P  Lord, have mercy upon us.  C  Lord, have mercy upon us.  
 

“Away in a Manger”  (vs. 1) 

Away in a manger, no crib for his bed, 
the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head; 
the stars in the sky looked down where he lay, 

the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 
 

   P  Lord, have mercy upon us.  C  Lord, have mercy upon us. 
   P  Christ, have mercy upon us.  C  Christ, have mercy upon us. 
   P  Lord, have mercy upon us.  C  Lord, have mercy upon us.  
 

 *  CANTICLE OF PRAISE (to the tune of “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee”) (vs. 1) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
 * SALUTATION AND RESPONSE (spoken) 
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   P The Lord be with you. 
   C And also with you. 
 
 * PRAYER OF THE DAY (In Unison) 
   P Let us pray… 

C Almighty God, you wonderfully created the dignity of human nature and yet more 
wonderfully restored it. In your mercy, let us share the divine life of the one who 
came to share our humanity, Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 
WORD  

To the people who returned to Jerusalem after the exile, the prophet proclaims that God's salvation will 
fully come to pass. Jerusalem will become a shining light to the nations and righteousness and praise 
will spring up as surely as the earth puts forth vegetation. 
 

FIRST READING……………………………………………………………………Isaiah 61:10—62:3 
10I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my whole being shall exult in my God; for he has clothed me with the 
garments of salvation, he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself 
with a garland, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.  11For as the earth brings forth its shoots, and 
as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise to 
spring up before all the nations. 

62:1For Zion's sake I will not keep silent, and for Jerusalem's sake I will not rest, until her vindication 
shines out like the dawn, and her salvation like a burning torch.  2The nations shall see your vindication, 
and all the kings your glory; and you shall be called by a new name that the mouth of the LORD will give.  
3You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the LORD, and a royal diadem in the hand of your God. 
  

  L:  Here ends the reading.  
  C:  Thanks be to God.  
 
PSALM: ………………………………………………………………Psalm 148 (Read Responsively) 

  R – Sung by All – “Oh, come, let us adore him, Oh, come, let us adore him, Oh, come, let  
         us adore him, Christ the Lord!” 
 

1Hallelujah! Praise the LORD from the heavens; praise God in the heights. 
2Praise the LORD, all you angels; sing praise, all you hosts of heaven. 

3Praise the LORD, sun and moon; sing praise, all you shining stars. 
4Praise the LORD, heaven of heavens, and you waters above the heavens. 

5Let them praise the name of the LORD, who commanded, and they were created, 
6who made them stand fast forever and ever, giving them a law that shall not pass away.  R 

7Praise the LORD from the earth, you sea monsters and all deeps; 
8fire and hail, snow and fog, tempestuous wind, doing God's will; 

9mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars; 
10wild beasts and all cattle, creeping things and flying birds; 

11sovereigns of the earth and all peoples, princes and all rulers of the world; 
12young men and maidens, old and young together.  R 

13Let them praise the name of the LORD, whose name only is exalted, whose splendor is over earth and 
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heaven. 
14The LORD has raised up strength for the people and praise for all faithful servants, the 
 children of Israel, a people who are near the LORD. Hallelujah!  R 
  

Paul seeks to show the Galatians that the purpose of Christ's birth was to liberate us from the law's 
condemnation so that we would be fully adopted into God's family as beloved children. 
 

SECOND READING……………………………………………………………………Galatians 4:4-7  
4But when the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, 5in 
order to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as children. 6And 
because you are children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, "Abba! Father!" 7So 
you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a child then also an heir, through God. 
 

  L:  Here ends the reading. 
  C:  Thanks be to God. 
 

 * THE VERSE                              “Joy to the World”    (vs. 1) 

    Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive its King; let ev’ry heart prepare 
    him room and heav’n and nature sing, and heav’n and nature sing, and heav’n, and 
    heav’n and nature sing. 
 

Luke's narrative continues with stories that emphasize Jesus' connection to Judaism. His family is devout 
in its observance of the law, and Jesus himself is recognized as one who will bring glory to Israel. 
  
 * GOSPEL……………………………………………………………………………Luke 2:22-40 

P The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 2nd chapter. 
C Glory to you, O Lord.  (spoken) 

 

22When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, [Joseph and Mary] 
brought [Jesus] up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23(as it is written in the law of the Lord, "Every 
firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lord"), 24and they offered a sacrifice according to what is 
stated in the law of the Lord, "a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons."  

25Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous and devout, 
looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. 26It had been revealed to 
him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord's Messiah. 27Guided by the 
Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what 
was customary under the law, 28Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying, 
 29"Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, according to your word; 30for my eyes have 
seen your salvation, 31which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 32a light for revelation to the 
Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel." 

33And the child's father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. 34Then Simeon 
blessed them and said to his mother Mary, "This child is destined for the falling and the rising of many in 
Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed 35so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed—and a 
sword will pierce your own soul too." 

 
36There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a great 
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age, having lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, 37then as a widow to the age of eighty-
four. She never left the temple but worshiped there with fasting and prayer night and day. 38At that 
moment she came, and began to praise God and to speak about the child to all who were looking for the 
redemption of Jerusalem. 

39When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to 
their own town of Nazareth. 40The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of 
God was upon him. 
 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 
   C Praise to you, O Christ.  (spoken) 
 
  CHILDREN’S SERMON                                                                                         Pastor Leister 
  SERMON                                                                                                                     Pastor Leister 

 * HYMN OF THE DAY                “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice”               #55 Green Hymnal 

 * APOSTLES’ CREED (In Unison) 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended 
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge 
the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

  
 * PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P Hear us, O God. 
C Your mercy is great. 
 

THE RITE OF HEALING 
 THE LAYING ON OF HANDS                                                                       Julia Martin, assisting 
   P Those who wish to receive the laying on of hands as a commitment to God’s power 
    to heal may come down the center aisle in two lines to the right and left of the altar. 
    This may include those in need of physical, emotional, or mental healing.  It may 
    include those in need of reconciliation in their relationship to God or neighbor.  It 
    may include those who wish to commit their ministry of healing into the hands of 
    God: as a doctor, nurse or health care worker. 
 

   P Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation.  We give you thanks for this oil, for the 
    fruit of the trees, nurtured in the warmth of the sun, watered from the rain of the 
    heavens, the olives harvested, and oil pressed from the fruit of the trees.  With oil, 
    you anointed your chosen people Israel, and fed them with choice flour, oil, and 
    honey.  You anointed Aaron and made oil a sign of blessing for your chosen ones. 
    You promised to anoint with oil those who walk through the valley of the shadow 
    of death.  You have anointed your own Son with the oil of gladness.  The Good 
    Samaritan tended a stranger, bound up his wounds, and poured oil on them.  You 
    gave the disciples power to heal, to cure, and to anoint with oil many who were 
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    sick.  Your own body was anointed for burial by the woman who poured expensive 
    ointment on his feet and wiped them with her hair.  The virgins met the bridegroom 
    and trimmed their oil lamps to burn brightly for the celebration, the feast to come. 
 

    (Those who wish to come forward to receive anointing with oil and the laying on of 
    hands may do so now): 
 

   P I lay my hands upon you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, be- 
    seeching him to uphold you and fill you with grace, that you may know the 
    healing power of his love. 
   C Amen. 
 

   P I anoint you with oil in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
    the Holy Spirit. 
   C Amen. 
 

 * PRAYER OF COMMITMENT (for all) 
   P The almighty Lord a stronger tower to all who put their trust in him, to whom 
    all things in heaven, on earth, and under the earth bow and whom they obey—be 
    now and evermore your defense, and make you know and feel that the only name 
    under heaven given for health and salvation is the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
   C Amen. 
 

 * PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
   P Let us pray. 
    Merciful Lord God, constant source of all healing, we give you thanks for all your 
    gifts of strength and life, and above all we thank you for the gift of your Son, 
    through whom we have health and salvation.  As we wait for that day when there 
    will be no more pain, help us by your Holy Spirit to be assured of your power in 
    our lives and to trust in your eternal love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
   C Amen. 

 
 * PEACE 
   P The peace of Christ be with you always. 
   C And also with you. 
   (The congregation may greet one another in the name of the Lord from their pews at whatever 
   level of physical contact with which they are comfortable). 
 
  OFFERING PRESENTATION 
 

* SUNG OFFERTORY              “O Little Town of Bethlehem”    (vs. 1) 

“O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie! Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the 
silent stars go by; yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light. The hopes and fears of all the 
years are met in thee tonight.” 

 
 * OFFERING PRAYER 
   P God of abundance, receive and bless these gifts we have offered.  Join our hearts with the 
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    song of the angels, and gather us at your table of celebration.  Strengthen us to share with 
    all the world the abundance of your grace upon grace, poured out in Jesus Christ, the Word 
    made flesh. 
   C Amen. 
 
MEAL 
 * COMMUNION DIALOG 
   P Let us give thanks to the Lord. 
   C for through these gifts he comes to feed us. 
   P All you who are thirsty, come to the waters.  You who have no money, come, receive bread, 
    and eat. 
   C Come, without paying and without cost, drink wine and eat. 
   P Let us come to his table with joy, 
   C for we come as God’s invited guests. 
 
 * EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

P We give you thanks, Father, through Jesus Christ, your beloved Son, whom you sent in this 
end of the ages to save and redeem us and to proclaim to us your will. 

 

He is your Word, inseparable from you, through whom you created all things, and in whom 
you take delight. He is your Word, sent from heaven to a virgin's womb. He there took on 
our nature and our lot and was shown forth as your Son, born of the Holy Spirit and of the 
virgin Mary. He, our Lord Jesus, fulfilled all your will and won for you a holy people; he 
stretched out his hands in suffering in order to free from suffering those who trust you. 

 

He is the one who, handed over to a death he freely accepted, in order to destroy death, to 
break the bonds of the evil one, to crush hell underfoot, to give light to the righteous,  to 
establish his covenant, and to show forth the resurrection, taking bread and giving thanks to 
you, said: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

In the same way he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is 
the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Remembering, then, his death and resurrection, we take this bread and cup, giving you 
thanks that you have made us worthy to stand before you and to serve you as your priestly 
people. 

 

Send your Spirit upon these gifts of your church; gather into one all who share this bread 
and wine; fill us with your Holy Spirit to establish our faith in truth, that we may praise and 
glorify you through your Son Jesus Christ; through whom all glory and honor are yours, 
almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, both now and forever. 

   C Amen. 
 
 * THE LORD’S PRAYER (In Unison) 

  C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
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   Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

   For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
(If you desire, you may take a gluten free wafer located on the oak pedestal on the step in the front of the 
chancel). 
 
 * INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
   P Glory to God in the highest! Come to the table of peace. 
 
  DISTRIBUTION 
[“At the Chancel Rail” – come forward by the CENTER aisle; take a communion cup from the table by 
the front pew.  Approach the altar to partake, then move to the chancel rail to pray.  Then, return to your 
seat using the left or right SIDE aisle].  (Fellowship cups are available for those who wish to remain in 
your seat for communion). 
 
 * COMMUNION BLESSING 
   P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
   C Amen. 
 
 * PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
   P God our redeemer, you have fed us at this table with gifts of grace, truth, and life.  As you 
    have gathered us in joy, send us forth as messengers of your peace.  Make us shine with 
    the good news of your glory, born to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
   C Amen. 
 
SENDING 
 * BLESSING 
   P God bless you and keep you, + Jesus grant you grace and truth, and the Spirit send peace 

upon your hearts, now and forever. 
   C Amen, Amen, Amen.  (sung) 
 

 * SENDING HYMN                     “Go Tell It 0n the Mountain”                     #70 Green Hymnal 

  
* DISMISSAL 

P Christ the Savior is born! Go in peace.  Proclaim this good news. 
C   Thanks be to God. 

 
From Words for Worship, copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. Scripture quotations (except psalms) from 
the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 Division of Christian Education of the National Council of 
Churches of Christ in the USA. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
 
Evangelical Lutheran Worship copyright 2006.  Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress under license #SB154530
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NEXT WEEK’S LECTOR – Harrison Mummah 
NEXT WEEK’S ACOLYTES – Zeb Berry & Nick Reed 
NEXT WEEK’S COMMUNION/OFFERING PRESENTERS – Sofia, Gabby & Stella Reed 
NEXT WEEK’S ALTAR GUILD – Tawny Mummah & Tammy Smith (12/11/23 – 1/7/24 
NEXT WEEK’S MANNA BREAD BAKER – Jenn Hutchinson 
 

WELCOME TO ALL! 
VISITORS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME to worship at Messiah.  We invite you to register your visit in the guest 
book provided in the Narthex.  If you are seeking a church home, please speak to the Pastor.  Our fellowship in 
Jesus Christ is open and extended to all persons who confess His Lordship over all life.  Thank you for worshiping 
with us. 
 
VISITORS ARE INVITED TO COMMUNE with us if they are baptized, and if with us in our faith, they trust 
Jesus’ promise of the presence of the Body and Blood of Christ. 
 
JUST A THOUGHT – St. Theresa of Alvila, Spanish Nun and Mystic (1515 – 1582): My soul is like a mirror in 
which the glory of God is reflected, but sin, however insignificant, covers the mirror with smoke. 
            

CONGREGATIONAL NEWS 
THE DEADLINE FOR ALL ITEMS TO BE INCLUDED IN THE SUNDAY BULLETIN IS THURSDAY 
NOON. 
 
PRAYER CHAIN – If you wish to be included on the email recipient list for the Messiah Prayer Chain, please send 
an email to Pastor Leister at mlcsleister@gmail.com. 
 

  PRAYER REQUESTS will be placed in the Sunday bulletin for one month.  If you wish to have someone 
included in the prayer list for an additional month, please contact the church office at 436-6213 or 
mlchurchoffice@gmail.com.  If you have anyone who is a “last minute” addition after the bulletin has been printed 
on Fridays, please fill out an orange prayer card in the pew and lay it on the stand where the gluten free wafers are 
placed PRIOR to the morning worship service. 

 
PLEASE NOTIFY THE CHURCH OFFICE for any change in addresses, phone numbers, email addresses, or for 
any requests for building usage.  There are a lot of activities and some coordination is needed so events are not 
“overbooked” in any specific areas of the church (this also applies to church groups who meet in the church). 
Please contact the office at 436-6213 or email mlchurchoffice@gmail.com for any changes or requests. 
 
IF ANYONE HAS ANY NEEDS OR CONCERNS, please contact Pastor Sam Leister.  If you or someone you 
know is ill or hospitalized, please let Pastor Leister know.  He can be reached at 717-436-8589 (home), or 717-348-
1020 (cell), or email at mlcsleister@gmail.com. 
 
WEIS AND GIANT GIFT CARDS are available to purchase from the Disciples Class.  This is a very important 
outreach ministry that helps neighbors in need in our own community.  We thank each and every one for 
continued support of this very worthwhile project. 
 
THE YOUTH OF BOTH MESSIAH AND ST. STEPHEN’S LUTHERAN CHURCHES will be holding 
fundraisers in the coming months to support both work trips and the 2024 Youth Gathering in late July in New 
Orleans.  Please see Christina Martin for cards to signify that you want to participate in the fundraisers at the Tyson 
Hill OIP and/or Harshbargers’s Subs and Malts.  Below are the dates and locations of the upcoming fundraisers: 
 

mailto:mlcsleister@gmail.com
mailto:mlchurchoffice@gmail.com
mailto:mlchurchoffice@gmail.com
mailto:mlcsleister@gmail.com


 
11 

 

  January 2nd – Harshbarger’s Subs & Malts 
  February 7th – Tyson Hill OIP 
  March 12th – Harshbarger’s Subs & Malts 
 

Thank you for supporting the youth of our churches!! 
 
JANUARY’S “MISSION OF THE MONTH” at Messiah will be for the local fire victims in McAlisterville and 
Mifflintown during the week prior to Christmas.  The monies will be sent from Messiah directly to funds aiding 
these community members who lost their belongings in these terrible fires.  In addition to your generosity, the PPC 
allocated funds to match congregational donations up to $1,000.00.  This is just one way in which we can continue 
to extend our mission in Christ’s love beyond the walls of our church building. 
 
“THE KNITTERS” WILL BE MEETING will be meeting again on Monday January 8, 2024 at 6:30 p.m. in the Jr. 
Church Room. 
 
BIBLE STUDY WILL CONTINUE on Tuesday, January 9, 2024 at 10:30 a.m. in the Library.  We will be studying 
the book of Revelation from Augsburg publishers.  Anyone is welcome to attend. 
 
THE NEW FLOWER CHART FOR 2024 is now available in the Adult Sunday School Room.  If you wish to 
place flowers on a specific date, please sign-up on the chart. 
 
THE 2024 CHURCH OFFERING ENVELOPES are now available to pick up in the Library.  Anyone who 
would like a statement of their contributions for 2023 for tax purposes may call the church office and your 
statement will be mailed to you. 
 
SYNOD ASSEMBLY DELEGATES ARE NEEDED – Two members of Messiah are needed to attend the 
annual Synod Assembly in June 2024 at Susquehanna University, Selinsgrove.  Synod delegates should also plan on 
attending the Juniata Valley Conference Assembly (date to be announced).  If you are interested in serving, please 
contact Pastor Leister or the church office.  PPC will approve the 2 delegates at their January meeting. 
 
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS ARE AS FOLWS: 
          Tuesday   – 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
          Thursday – 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.           Friday – 12:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m. 
     
IF YOU HAVE ANY NEWS OR UPCOMING EVENTS, please contact Sheree Goss at 717-436-9613 or email 
her at msgoss@gmail.com. 
 
THANK YOU to my family at Messiah for the annual Christmas gift.  It was very much appreciated.  Also, thank 
you to the choir for their gift as well.  Let’s hope 2024 ends on a high note with a scent of mint in the air! 
 

     Bob St. Clair 
 
THANK YOU to members and friends of Messiah for the Christmas gift.  It was very much appreciated.  Best 
wishes to all for a healthy and happy New Year! 
     Judy Armstrong 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:msgoss@gmail.com
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WOMEN OF THE ELCA 
THE FOLLOWING ITEMS are being collected for Shelter Service, Inc. in Lewistown: 
 --Laundry Detergent  --Shaving Cream 
 --Clorox     --Shampoo 
 --Dryer Sheets    --Deodorant 
 --Dish Soap    --Body Wash 
Please place items in the Adult Sunday School Room in the container provided. 
 

WOMEN OF THE ELCA PURPOSE STATEMENT 

As a community of women created in the image of God, called to discipleship in Jesus Christ, and empowered 

by the Holy Spirit, we commit ourselves to grow in faith, affirm our gifts, support one another in our 

callings, engage in ministry and action, and promote healing and wholeness in the church, the society, and 

the world. 

 
COMMUNITY 
 

BASIC FOOD PANTRY NEEDS FOR JANUARY: 
CANNED BEETS, CANNED MIXED VEGETABLES, CANNED PINEAPPLE, 

LAUNDRY DETERGENT, AND OTHER CLEANING SUPPLIES 
 

PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO THE JUNIATA COUNTY FOOD PANTRY 
HOURS: TUESDAY, 9-12 AND 1-5, AND SATURDAY 9-12 

 

*WE ALSO GLADLY ACCEPT DONATIONS OF CASH/CHECKS AND GIFT CARDS. 
 

THIS WEEK AT MESSIAH 
 

Today:        -9:15 a.m., Sunday School/Catechetical Class. 
    -10:30 a.m., Worship/Communion/Jr. Church/Service of Healing 
 

Monday:  -HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
 

Tuesday:  -Youth Fundraiser at Harshbarger’s Subs & Malts – ALL DAY. 
 

Wednesday: -9:00 a.m., “The Needlers” in Fellowship Hall. 
    -7:00 p.m., Choir Rehearsal in the sanctuary. 
 

Sunday:  -Baptism of Our Lord. 
    -9:15 a.m., Sunday School/Catechetical Class. 
    -10:30 a.m., Worship/Communion/Jr. Church. 
    -Undecorating the church following worship service. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
13 

 

PRAYER LIST 
Steve & Linda Bahorik 

Jeremy Barnes 
Ryan Barr 

Donna Barton 
Gary Bechtold 
Linda Brouse  

Andrea Cameron 
Terry Coder 
Rob Davis 

Fred & Dot Dowling 
Seth Dowling 
Kim Dumais 
Freda Durio 

Cathy Dysinger 
            Renee Dzikowski 
          Kathie Eichenberger 
            Neil & Pat Fisher 
            Kevin Fetterhoof 

Bentley Fulkroad 
Terri Gayer 
Deb Geedey 

Bob & Eddi Kay Gill 
Sheree Goss 

Sylva Grimm 
Fred Gross 

Hannah Hart 
Nox Hepburn 
Judy Hosler 

Nancy Howell 
Erin Husler 
Terry Imes 
Annie Ingle 

Guy Kerstetter 
Jesse Kint 

Carlen McClure 
Alice McClure 
Andi McDanel 
Cecilia Miller 
Curt Miller 

Ellwood Miller 
Larry Miller 

Shirley Miller 
Claire Mummah 

Carole Nace 
Donna Parks 

Ron & Linda (Kerchner)Parks 

Kari Ann (Reagen) Petrine 
Betty Ranck 
Keith Ranck 
Dave Reed 

Diane Rowles 
Kelley Rusenko 

Ron & Arlene Shearer 
Joyce & Todd Spangler 
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PRAY FOR OUR SHUT-INS 
  --Jane Marhefka – Brookline Manor, 2 Manor Blvd., Mifflintown, PA 17059 
  --Rich Smith – Artis Memory Care, 150 N. 12th St., Lemoyne, PA  17043 
  --Ray Bramm – Honaman House, 58 Honaman House Dr., Apt. 108, Thompsontown, PA 17094 
  --Ruth Cisney – Honaman House, 58 Honaman House Dr., Apt. 112, Thompsontown, PA 17094 
  --Edith Nipple – 1482 William Penn Hwy., Mifflintown, PA 17059 
  --Ona Stoner – William Penn Nursing Home, 163 Summit Dr., Lewistown, PA 17044 
 


