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August 16th, 2020 
MESSIAH LUTHERAN CHURCH 

3 SOUTH THIRD STREET 
MIFFLINTOWN, PA  17059 

(717)-436-6213 
 

RADIO:  AM 1700 

OFFICE EMAIL:  mlchurchoffice@gmail.com 

WEBSITE:  mlcmifflintown.org 
 

TODAY’S INTRODUCTION: In Isaiah we hear that God's house shall be a house of 

prayer for all people and that God will gather the outcasts of Israel. The Canaanite woman in 
today's gospel is a Gentile, an outsider, who is unflinching in her request that Jesus heal her 

daughter. As Jesus commends her bold faith, how might our church extend its mission to those 
on the margins of society? In our gathering around word and meal we receive strength to be 

signs of comfort, healing, and justice for those in need. 

mailto:messiahlutheran@pa.net
http://www.mlcmifflintown.org/
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Messiah Lutheran Church 

3 South Third Street 
Mifflintown, PA 17059 

Church Office: 717-436-6213 
 

Samuel Leister        Vicar 
Andrea Cameron       Choir Director 
Bob St. Clair        Organist 
Barb Geedey        Lector 
Sandy Pines & Michelle Stoner    Altar Guild 
 

ELEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 August 16, 2020 – 9:15 a.m. 

 

*Please Stand as YOU Are Able 
 

PREPARATION 
  CHIMES 
  GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  
  PRELUDE:                                                 
   [Please use the prelude as a quiet time to prepare yourself for worship.] 
 
 *  CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
   P  Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, whose steadfast love is everlasting, whose faithfulness 

endures from generation to generation. 
   C Amen. 
 
   P Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin. 
.  

   Silence is kept for reflection.  
  
   P  Reconciling God,  
   C  we confess that we do not trust your abundance, and we deny your presence in our 

lives. We place our hope in ourselves and rely on our own efforts. We fail to believe 
that you provide enough for all. We abuse your good creation for our own benefit. We 
fear difference and do not welcome others as you have welcomed us. We sin in 
thought, word, and deed. By your grace, forgive us; through your love, renew us; and 
in your Spirit, lead us; so that we may live and serve you in newness of life. Amen.  

    
   P  Beloved of God, by the radical abundance of divine mercy we have peace with God through 

+ Christ Jesus, through whom we have obtained grace upon grace. Our sins are forgiven. Let 
us live now in hope. For hope does not disappoint, because God's love has been poured into 
our hearts through the Holy Spirit.  

   C  Amen. 
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GATHERING 
 * GATHERING HYMN         “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name!”         (vss. 1-4) Bulletin, page 10 
 *  GREETING 
   P  From God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, grace and peace be with you all.  
   C  And also with you.  
 

* KYRIE 
    
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 * CANTICLE OF PRAISE (Verse Two)  
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* PRAYER OF THE DAY (In Unison) 
   P Let us pray… 

C God of all peoples, your arms reach out to embrace all those who call upon you. 
Teach us as disciples of your Son to love the world with compassion and constancy, 
that your name may be known throughout the earth, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord.  Amen. 

 
WORD  

The prophet calls upon Israel to do justice in view of God's imminent intervention to save. Righteousness 
and obedience define who belongs to the Israelite community—not race, nationality, or any other 
category. 
 
FIRST READING………………………………………………………………………...Isaiah 56:1, 6-8 
1Thus says the LORD: Maintain justice, and do what is right, for soon my salvation will come, and my 
deliverance be revealed. 6And the foreigners who join themselves to the LORD, to minister to him, to love 
the name of the LORD, and to be his servants, all who keep the sabbath, and do not profane it, and hold 
fast my covenant—7these I will bring to my holy mountain, and make them joyful in my house of prayer; 
their burnt offerings and their sacrifices will be accepted on my altar; for my house shall be called a house 
of prayer for all peoples. 8Thus says the Lord GOD, who gathers the outcasts of Israel, I will gather others 
to them besides those already gathered. 
 
   L: Here ends the reading. 
   C: Thanks be to God.   
 
PSALM:…………………………………………………………………………………………..Psalm 67 
1May God be merciful to us and bless us; may the light of God's face shine upon us. 

2Let your way be known upon earth, your saving health among all nations. 
3Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you. 

4Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, for you judge the peoples with equity and guide all 
the nations on earth. 

5Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you. 
6The earth has brought forth its increase; God, our own God, has blessed us. 

7May God give us blessing, and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe. 
 

God has not rejected Israel. Rather, the call and gifts of God are irrevocable so that, while all have been 
disobedient, God has mercy upon all. 
 
SECOND READING……………………………………………………………..Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32 
[Paul writes:] 1I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I myself am an Israelite, a descendant 
of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. 2God has not rejected his people whom he foreknew. 
29for the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 30Just as you were once disobedient to God but have 
now received mercy because of their disobedience, 31so they have now been disobedient in order that, by 
the mercy shown to you, they too may now receive mercy. 32For God has imprisoned all in disobedience so 
that he may be merciful to all. 
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   L: Here ends the reading. 
   C: Thanks be to God.  
  
* GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jesus teaches his disciples that true purity is a matter of the heart rather than outward religious 
observances. Almost immediately, this teaching is tested when a woman considered to be a religious 
outsider approaches him for help. 
 

 * GOSPEL………………………………………………………………...Matthew 15:[10-20] 21-28 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 15th chapter. 
C Glory to you, O Lord.  (spoken) 

 

[10[Jesus] called the crowd to him and said to them, "Listen and understand: 11it is not what goes into the 
mouth that defiles a person, but it is what comes out of the mouth that defiles." 12Then the disciples 
approached and said to him, "Do you know that the Pharisees took offense when they heard what you 
said?" 13He answered, "Every plant that my heavenly Father has not planted will be uprooted. 14Let them 
alone; they are blind guides of the blind. And if one blind person guides another, both will fall into a pit." 
15But Peter said to him, "Explain this parable to us." 16Then he said, "Are you also still without 
understanding? 17Do you not see that whatever goes into the mouth enters the stomach, and goes out into 
the sewer? 18But what comes out of the mouth proceeds from the heart, and this is what defiles. 19For out 
of the heart come evil intentions, murder, adultery, fornication, theft, false witness, slander. 20These are 
what defile a person, but to eat with unwashed hands does not defile."] 

21Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. 22Just then a Canaanite 
woman from that region came out and started shouting, "Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my 
daughter is tormented by a demon." 23But he did not answer her at all. And his disciples came and urged 
him, saying, "Send her away, for she keeps shouting after us." 24He answered, "I was sent only to the lost 
sheep of the house of Israel." 25But she came and knelt before him, saying, "Lord, help me." 26He 
answered, "It is not fair to take the children's food and throw it to the dogs." 27She said, "Yes, Lord, yet 
even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters' table." 28Then Jesus answered her, "Woman, 
great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish." And her daughter was healed instantly. 
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P The Gospel of the Lord. 
   C Praise to you, O Christ.  (spoken) 
 
  CHILDREN’S SERMON                                                                                                       Vicar Sam Leister 
  SERMON                                                                                         Vicar Sam Leister 
 
 * APOSTLES’ CREED 
   I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified died, and 
was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,  
He is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

   I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,  
   the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
   Amen.  
 
 * PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P Lord, in your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 

 
 * THE LORD’S PRAYER (In Unison) 

  C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

   Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

   For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
SENDING 
 * BLESSING 
   P Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor 

powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us 
from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 

 
    God, the creator, + Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, bless you and keep 

you in eternal love.  
   C Amen, Amen, Amen.  (sung) 
 
 * SENDING HYMN            “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name!”            (vss. 5-7) Bulletin, page 10 
 
 * HOLY COMMUNION 

 
* DISMISSAL 
  P Go in peace. Christ is with you.  

   C  Thanks be to God! 
 

PLEASE TAKE YOUR BULLETIN WITH YOU AND DISPOSE OF AT HOME! 
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Reprinted from Words for Worship, copyright 2019 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. Scripture quotations (except 
psalms) from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 Division of Christian Education of the National 
Council of Churches of Christ in the USA. All rights reserved. Used by permission.  
 
Evangelical Lutheran Worship copyright 2006.  Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress under license #SB154530 

 
WELCOME TO ALL! 
WITH CHRIST’S LOVE AND GOD’S GRACE, we welcome all who worship at Messiah today.  If you are a 
VISITOR or GUEST, we invite you to record your visit in the guest book provided in the Narthex.  If you are 
seeking a church home, please speak to the Vicar.  Our fellowship in Jesus Christ is open and extended to all 
persons who confess His Lordship over all life.  Young children are also encouraged to join us in our worship 
experience! We are so thankful that you joined us for worship today! 
 
FOR YOUR COMFORT, restrooms are located in the hallway through the double doors of the Adult Sunday 
School Room and to the left. 
 
JUST A THOUGHT – C. S. Lewis, Oxford Professor, Christian Writer and self-made Theologian (1898 – 1963): 
There are only two kinds of people in the end: those who say to God, “thy will be done,” and those to whom God 
says, in the end: “Thy will be done.” All that are in Hell choose the second. 
 

CONGREGATIONAL NEWS 
THE DEADLINE FOR ALL ITEMS TO BE INCLUDED IN THE SUNDAY BULLETIN IS THURSDAY 
NOON. 
 

  PRAYER REQUESTS will be placed in the Sunday bulletin for one month.  If you wish to have someone 
included in the prayer list for an additional month, please contact the church office at 436-6213 or 
mlchurchoffice@gmail.com.  If you have anyone who is a “last minute” addition after the bulletin has been printed 
on Fridays, please fill out an orange prayer card in the pew and lay it on the stand where the gluten free wafers are 
placed PRIOR to the morning worship service. 

 
PRAYER CHAIN – If you wish to be included on the email recipient list for the Messiah Prayer Chain, please send 
an email to Vicar Leister at sleister@gmail.com. 
  
PLEASE NOTIFY THE CHURCH OFFICE for any change in addresses, phone numbers, email addresses, or for 
any requests for building usage.  There are a lot of activities and some coordination is needed so events are not 
“overbooked” in any specific areas of the church (this also applies to church groups who meet in the church). 
Please contact the office at 436-6213 or email mlchurchoffice@gmail.com for any changes or requests. 
 
IF ANYONE HAS ANY NEEDS OR CONCERNS, please contact Vicar Sam Leister.  If you or someone you 
know is ill or hospitalized, please let Vicar Leister know.  He can be reached at 717-436-8589 (home), or 717-348-
1020 (cell), or email at sleister@gmail.com. 
 
WE EXTEND OUR SYMPATHY TO THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE: 
--Family of Mildred Hostler who passed away on August 8, 2020 at Brookline Village. 
--Brenda Bahorik and family on the passing of her brother, Richard Milliken, Sr. on August 10, 2020 at his home. 
--Claire Mummah and family on the passing of her sister, Merriam Edwards on August 11, 2020. 
 

Please keep all of these families in your thoughts and prayers. 
 
 

mailto:mlchurchoffice@gmail.com
mailto:sleister@gmail.com
mailto:mlchurchoffice@gmail.com
mailto:sleister@gmail.com
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THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION will be offered following the sending hymn in order to minimize 
any contact during the meal.  We will be using communion kits that are pre-packaged and sealed that include a 
wafer and grape juice.  Each person desiring to share in the meal will take a packaged kit when you receive a 
bulletin.  A description and explanation will be provided at the announcement time prior to the service. 
 
A WORSHIP AND MUSIC COMMITTEE MEETING will be held on August 23rd immediately following the 
worship service. 
 
CONFIRMATION CLASS will begin this Fall for students entering grade 7 and above.  Please notify the church 
office at 717-436-6213 (email) mlchurchoffice@gmail.com  or Vicar Sam Leister at 717-436-8589 (email) 
sleister@gmail.com if you are planning to attend the class. 
 
FIRST COMMUNION CLASS – Please let the church office know if you would like your child to attend a First 
Communion Class and a date and time will be arranged with those who are interested. 
 
BAPTISMAL & NEW MEMBER CLASS – If you wish to have your child baptized or you wish to become a 
member of Messiah and attend the New Member Class, please let the church office know so a class can be 
scheduled. 
 
FALL SUNDAY SCHOOL – Depending on the pandemic, Sunday School teachers and substitute teachers will be 
needed for the Fall in the youth department.  If you are interested, please contact Linda Clark at church or by 
calling 717-436-8262. 
 
PLEASE KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS students, parents, teachers, administrators, and all staff in our schools as 
we approach a new school year during this uncertain time. 
 

FOOD PANTRY NEEDS FOR AUGUST 
DISH SOAP, CLEANING SUPPLIES, LAUNDRY DETERGENT, AND SCHOOL SUPPLIES 
(ESPECIALLY SPIRAL NOTEBOOKS & SISSORS).  WE GLADLY ACCEPT DONATIONS OF 
CASH/CHECKS AND GIFT CARDS. 
 
LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF has launched the 75,000 Face Mask Challenge, a request for volunteers to sew 
cloth masks that will be sent overseas to slow the spread of COVID-19.  If you are interested in participating in this 
challenge, you can make as few or as many as you would like.  Please call or email Cynthia Smith for details about 
this project at 717-994-4999 or gramcynthia49@yahoo.com.  
 
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS are as follows: 
 Tuesday – 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.      Thursday – 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.         Friday – 12:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 

mailto:mlchurchoffice@gmail.com
mailto:sleister@gmail.com
mailto:gramcynthia49@yahoo.com


 
9 

 

PRAYER LIST 
Brenda Bahorik & Family 

Carole Baker 
Jane Ann Baney 
Donna Barton 
Lindsey Barton 

Bob Bell 
Nick Beward 
Joyce Bradley 

Andrea Cameron 
Pam Campbell 
Ruth Cisney 
Curtis Clark 
Terry Coder 

Leann Crimmel 
Will DeLancy 
Guy Dillman 

Fred & Dot Dowling 
Renee Dzikowski 

Neil Fisher 
Janie Fogleman 

Jerald (Jerry) Foltz 
Ed Fraker 

Bentley Fulkroad 
Joan Fulkroad 
Terri Gayer 

Edie Kay Gill 
Paul Goss 

Jeanette Gross 

Beth Harris 
Harry Heikes 

Jennifer Heikes 
Sue Henderson 

Jason Hockenberry & Family 
Family of Mildred Hostler 

Curt & Judy Houtz 
Jennifer Hutchinson 

Matt Hutchinson 
Brenda Imes 
Peggy Inch 
Denny King 
Kevin Kint 

Pam Lawson 
Carol Lyter 

Carlen McClure 
Marilyn MaCoy 

Charlie, Amanda, & Isabel Meinsler 

Tammy Metz 
Ellwood Miller 

John Miller 
Larry Miller 

Shirley Miller 
Jim Minick 

Rick Milliken 
Claire Mummah & Family 

Landon Musser 
Darve Nace 

Madison Norman 
Austin Parker 
Noel Peachey 
Dave Phelan 

Butch & Sandy Pines 
Steve Pontius 
Betty Ranck 
Keith Ranck 

Matt, Amy & Olivia Reed 
Mary Sanders 

Mackenzie Shearer 
Ronald Shearer 

Tim Smith 
Mike Sparks 

Donald Speece 
Bob & Jeanette St. Clair 

Alice Swartz 
Messiah’s TEEM 
Dorothy Towsey 

Rich Walters 
Erma Williamson 

Dottie Wilson 
Jim Woltman 

Mackenzie Wray 
Barbara Yocum 
Dorothy Zeiders 

Linda Zimmerman 

 
PRAY FOR OUR SHUT-INS 

Ray Bramm 
Ruth Cisney 
Max Ernest 

Margaret Guss 
Gail Henderson 
Mona Lawson 
Jane Marhefka 
Minnie Minick 

Edith Nipple 
Esther Rhine 

Carol Simonton 
Sieber & Ona Stoner 

Ken & Kay Stuck 
Velma Suloff 
Kitty Walters 

Jim Yetter
 


