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CLOSE-YOUR-EYES-AND-

FALL-BACKWARDS FAITH (FOR 

CHILDREN) 
 Do you like storms? Some children find 
the cracks of thunder, flashes of lightning and 
howling winds frightening. Other children think 
storms are exciting, if they can watch them out 
the window of a sturdy house, snuggled up with 
mom or dad. But what if you were outside in the 
storm? Would you like it then? Imagine you were 
in an open boat, in the dark, tossed about by the 
wind and the great waves it created. Would you 
be frightened? Here’s a true story from the Bible 
about some men who were in just that situation. 
 One evening, after Jesus had been teach-
ing in the city of Capernaum all day, He got into 
a boat with His disciples and said, “Let us go 
across to the other side of the lake.” You need to 
understand that this was not a little lake or a 
pond, but a large body of water called the Sea of 
Galilee. It’s about seven miles across and 160 feet 
deep, but the water is fresh like a lake and not 
salty like the ocean. It’s near the top of Israel. 
 Some of the disciples—Peter, Andrew, 
James and John—were fishermen from Caper-
naum, which is a town on the banks of the Sea of 
Galilee. They knew all about boats and all about 
this sea. They probably felt very comfortable set-
ting sail as Jesus lay down to go to sleep. They 
might have even been showing off a little! But be-
fore they arrived on the other side of the sea, a 
terrible windstorm came up. The wind blew so 
hard that the disciples couldn’t control the boat. 
It rocked violently and great waves came crash-
ing over the sides. The boat began to fill with wa-
ter. It was dark outside, so the disciples couldn’t 
see the shore or if there were other boats nearby. 
They all thought the boat might sink there in the 
middle of the sea, with no one around to help 

them. They were terribly frightened! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 The disciples ran to wake Jesus, who was 
still asleep. (Can you imagine sleeping though a 
violent storm like that?) They must have all been 
talking at once! “Lord, save us. We’re going to 
drown” someone said. Another disciple cried, 
“Teacher, don’t you care if we drown?” Someone 
else shouted, “Master, Master, we’re going to 
drown!” 
 Jesus woke up and spoke to His disciples. 
“You of little faith, why are you so afraid?” He 
asked, gently pointing out to the disciples that 
they were not trusting Him as they should. It’s 
important that you know that Jesus was not cor-
recting the disciples for waking Him up. Calling 
on Jesus to save us in times of trouble is always 
the right thing to do. The problem was that they 
were so very frightened, even though Jesus was 
right there in the boat with them! They were not 
showing real faith in Jesus. 
 I played a game with some children to 
help them understand what the disciples did 
wrong and what real faith in Jesus is like. I told 
each child that if they fell backwards into my 
arms, I would catch them. All the children said 
they believed that I would catch them. They even 
thought they believed me. But when it came time 
for them to close their eyes and let themselves 
fall backwards into my arms, not all the children 
could do it. Some of them didn’t really trust me—
they didn’t really have faith in me to catch them. 
They were afraid. 
 The disciples were afraid, too. Even 
though they believed that Jesus was the Messiah 
and that God had a special plan to accomplish 
through Him, they didn’t trust Him in the storm. 
They acted as if God might allow all of them (in-
cluding Jesus) to die before Jesus did what He 
came to Earth to do. Like some of the children I 
played the game with, the disciples only had 
hear-it-and-agree-with-it faith. They didn’t have 
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close-your-eyes-and-fall-backwards faith in Je-
sus. 
 After Jesus corrected the disciples, He did 
something that no one else has ever done, some-
thing that no mere man could do. He said to the 
wind and waves, “Peace, be still.” Immediately 
the wind stopped and the water was calm. (Close 
your eyes and picture what that was like: The vi-
olent storm, the great crashing waves, the wind 
blowing so strong it was hard to stand up, the 
boat being tossed around the sea like a carnival 
ride and suddenly—stillness!) Jesus showed His 
disciples that He is the one who rules the wind 
and the waves. He showed them that He is God. 
The disciples were amazed, and asked each 
other, “What kind of man is this?” 
 Do you think the disciples trusted Jesus 
more after seeing Him calm the storm? I’d like to 
think they did. When I played the falling back-
wards game with my little friends, I noticed that 
the children who knew me better had an easier 
time falling into my arms. I think it was like that 
for the disciples, too. As they learned more about 
who Jesus is by watching what He did and listen-
ing to Him teach, they had more reasons to trust 
Him. And as we learn more about Jesus, about all 
the wonderful things recorded in the Bible about 
Him, and as we hear others tell of how He an-
swers prayers, we will trust Him more. It will be 
easy to have close-your-eyes-and-fall-backwards 
faith because we know Jesus. 

Copyright © 2009 Susan Verstraete. 
Permission granted for reproduction in exact form. 

 All other uses require written permission. 
Find more free articles at www.BulletinInserts.org,  

a ministry of Christian Communicators Worldwide: 
www.CCWtoday.org 

 

CHRIST IN OUR HOME 
 A reminder to anyone who would like a 
daily devotional to jump start their day.  There 
are plenty of devotionals in “Christ in our Home,” 
which can be picked up and are FREE…..and are 
located at the back of the adult Sunday school 
room.  Get yours today! 
 

 

STORE GIFT CARDS 
Weis and Giant gift cards are available to 

purchase from the Disciples Class.  This is a very 
important outreach ministry that helps neigh-
bors in need in our own community.  We thank 
each and every one for continued support of this 
very worthwhile project. 

 

MEALS ON WHEELS 
 Individuals, church groups, or Sunday 
School classes who would like to contribute to 
the Meals-On-Wheels program, your continued 
support would be greatly appreciated.  Contribu-
tions can be sent to Juniata Meals-On-Wheels, 
P.O. Box 251, Mifflintown, PA  17059. 
 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE 

FOLLOWING... 
Jane Ann Baney  Jamie Miller 
Donna Barton Minnie Minick 
Bob Bell Austin Parker 
Joyce Bradley Noel Peachey 
Andrea & Bob Cameron Butch & Sandy Pines 
Don Clark  Elienai Ramierz 
Terry Coder John Robinson 
Mary Ernest Carolina Rubio and Family 
Ed Fraker Mary Sanders 
Joan Fulkroad Bob & Jeanette St. Clair 
Megan Hart Sieber Stoner 
Josh Hohol Ben & Dorothy Towsey 
Leslie Lloyd John Towsey 
Tom Lyter Avonel Waller 
Lysha Maldonado Rich Walters 
Mike Maugans Barbara Wengard 
John Miller Jim Woltman 
Larry Miller Jean Zimmerman 
Shirley Miller The Family of Lester Eisenacher 
The Family of James Graham  The Family of Ed Singer 
Messiah’s Call Committee 
  

...AND FOR OUR SHUT-INS 
BROOKLINE RETIREMENT VILLAGE 
(92 VILLAGE DRIVE, MIFFLINTOWN, PA  17059) 
 Jane Marhefka 

http://www.ccwtoday.org/
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BERRY’S PERSONAL CARE CENTER  
(62 LEXI STREET, MIFFLINTOWN, PA  17059) 
 Carol Simonton 
 
NORTHRIDGE CENTER FOR ASSISTED LIVING  
(99 NORTHRIDGE DR., MCALISTERVILLE, PA 17049) 
 Dottie Smith  
 
RICHFIELD HEALTHCARE AND REHAB CENTER  
(ROOM 6, 631 MAIN ST, RICHFIELD, PA 17086) 
 Dorothy Cleck 
 
HONNEMAN HOUSE  
(58 HONNEMAN HOUSE DR., APT. 108, 
THOMPSONTOWN, PA  17094) 
 Ruth Cisney  Ray Bramm 
 
LEHIGH CENTER 
(1718 SPRING CREEK ROAD, ROOM 205B, MACUNGIE, 
PA 18062) -- Lura Aughey 
 
AT HOME 
Jim Yetter    Mona Lawson 
128 Manbeck Drive  2792 William Penn Hwy. 
Mifflintown, PA  17059 Mifflintown, PA  17059 
 
Kitty Walters    
P.O. Box 61    
Port Royal, PA  17082  
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!! 
AUGUST 5 – Ray Miller 

AUGUST 6 – Andrea Cameron 
AUGUST 8 – Kim White 
AUGUST 12 – Max Ernest 

AUGUST 13 – Todd Grimm 
AUGUST 18 – Glenn Grimm 
AUGUST 26 – Bob Cameron 

AUGUST 28 – Dennis Crissman 
AUGUST 31 – George Hazard, Jr. 

 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!! 
AUGUST 4 – Bob and Andrea Cameron 
AUGUST 12 – Larry and Shirley Covert 
AUGUST 18 – Matt and Shelley Gross 

 If you want to add your name to the birth-
day/anniversary list, or know someone you 
would like to acknowledge, please let the church 
office know at mlchurchoffice@gmail.com. 

 

AUGUST SERVANTS 
LECTORS   
5 Andrea Cameron 
12 Barbara S. Geedey 
19 Kate Swailes 
26 Ron Yorks 
 

ALTAR GUILD 
July 30 to August 19 .......................... Barb Geedey 
August 20 to 26 .......................... Tawny Mummah 
August 27 to September 2 .................. Diana Wise 

 
ACOLYTES 
5 Harrison Mummah & Julia Martin 
12 Braedon Walton & Zeb Berry 
19 Haley Mummah & Slone Smith 
26 Julia Martin & Hannah Ehrisman 

 
ALTAR FLOWERS 
5  Carole Nace 
12  Edith Nipple 
19 & 26 OPEN 
 

UPCOMING WORSHIP LEADERS 
August 5 ............................................. Jim Bahorik 
August 12 .................................... Andrea Cameron 
August 19 ............................................. Sam Leister 
August 26 ................................... Rev. Paul Kampa 

 

MESSIAH PRAYER LIST 
If you wish to be included on the email re-

cipient list for the Messiah Prayer Chain, please 
send an email to Sam Leister at 
sleister@gmail.com. 

file:///C:/Users/Bob/Documents/New%20Messiah%20Website/Newsletters/mlchurchoffice@gmail.com
mailto:sleister@gmail.com
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 WELCA met on Thursday July 12th at 7 
P.M. Cynthia Smith presented the program and 
led the meeting. The group again decided to col-
lect for the school kits. Watch the bulletin for in-
formation on items to be collected.  Our next 
meeting will be held on Thursday, August 9th at 
7 P.M. 

 

 If you would like a copy of the most recent 
monthly financial reports for our church, please 
see our treasurer, Carolyn Bryner, before or after 
our morning worship service and give her your 
request, or please contact her at mlchurchtreas-
urer@gmail.com.  Extra copies have been made 
and put on the table in the Adult Sunday School 
room, but very few, if any, are picked up and pa-
per is being wasted, so we will try to go with this 
approach for the time being.  THANK YOU! 
 

VOLUNTEER DRIVERS NEEDED! 
The American Cancer Society is in desper-

ate need of volunteer drivers.  The Society pro-
vides Road to Recovery, a free program to people 
undergoing cancer treatment so they can get to 
their treatments free of worry or cost.  Volun-
teers can choose how far they wish to drive, how 
often, what days, etc..  You must be between 18 
and 20, have a good driving record, a valid 
driver’s license, proof of insurance, have access 
to a safe and reliable vehicle (a car is also pro-
vided for our drivers to use), be willing to have a 
DMV and background check, take an online 45-
minute training, have access to a computer, and 
be available Monday through Saturday during 
the hours of 7 a.m. and 7 p.m.  For more infor-
mation or to volunteer, call 1-800-227-2345. 

 

 

 

KITS FOR L.W.R. 
 WELCA is continuing to collect items for 
Baby Care Kits for Lutheran World Relief.  Items 
needed are: 2 light-weight cotton T-shirts (NO 
ONESIES), 2 long or short sleeved gowns or 
sleepers (WITHOUT FEET), 2 receiving blankets 
(medium-weight cotton or flannel, crocheted, or 
knitted with light-weight yarn up to 52 inches 
square), 1 jacket, sweater or sweatshirt with a 
hood, or include a baby cap, 2 pairs of socks, 1 
hand towel (dark color), 2 diaper pins or large 
safety pins.  Sizes are to be from 6 months to 24 
months. 

SAVE THE DATE! 
Dear colleagues in ministry, 
  Please save the date Sunday, Sept. 9, for 
"God's work. Our hands." Sunday. As mem-
bers of the ELCA, we believe we are called, gath-
ered and sent into the world to embody the good 
news of Jesus' death and resurrection – called 
into relationship with God, gathered together as 
a community of believers and sent into the world 
to love and serve our neighbors.  

1 Corinthians, Chapter 12, reminds us, 
"Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same 
Spirit; and there are varieties of services, but the 
same Lord, and there are varieties of activities, but 
it is the same God who activates all of them in eve-
ryone. To each is given the manifestation of the 
Spirit for the common good." 

On "God's work. Our hands." Sunday, 
we join together to use our various gifts in service 
to our communities – this is work you do every 
day, sharing the love of Christ with all of God's 
people. 

Save the date and visit 
ELCA.org/dayofservice for updates to our re-
sources.  We look forward to working together 
on "God's work. Our hands." Sunday.  
God's peace…….Christina Jackson-Skelton, Exec-
utive Director, Mission Advancement, Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America (MORE INFO ON 
PAGES 11-12) 

  

mailto:mlchurchtreasurer@gmail.com
mailto:mlchurchtreasurer@gmail.com
https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.elca.org%2fdayofservice%3futm_medium%3demail&srcid=165731&srctid=1&erid=34704316&trid=0175d6b9-e624-4536-9b21-80bc234ed7f2
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DAILY BIBLE READINGS 

& PRAYER FOCUS 
AUGUST 1 ---------------------------- EXODUS 12:33-42 

THOSE WHO WAIT 

AUGUST 2 ------------------------EXODUS 16:2-4, 9-15 

THOSE ENDURING STRESSFUL SITUATIONS 

AUGUST 3 ---------------------------- PSALM 78:23-29 

FARMERS AND FOOD DISTRIBUTORS 

AUGUST 4 --------------------------- EPHESIANS 4:1-16 

THOSE WHO ARE UNEMPLOYED OR UNDEREMPLOYED 

AUGUST 5 ------------------------------- JOHN 6:24-35 

THOSE WHO HUNGER AND THIRST FOR GOD 

AUGUST 6 ------------------- NUMBERS 11:16-23, 31-32 

WORK OF THE ELCA HUNGER FUND 

AUGUST 7 ------------------------------ ROMANS 15:1-6 

THOSE WITH EATING DISORDERS 

AUGUST 8 --------------------------- GALATIANS 6:1-10 

THOSE AFFECTED BY SUICIDE 

AUGUST 9 ------------------------------ 1 KINGS 19:4-8 

WIDOWS AND WIDOWERS 

AUGUST 10 ------------------------------ PSALM 34:1-8 

TREASURERS AND FINANCIAL MANAGERS 

AUGUST 11 ----------------------- EPHESIANS 4:25 – 5:2 

THOSE WHO ARE BULLIED 

AUGUST 12 --------------------------- JOHN 6:35, 41-51 

BAKERS AND FOOD SERVICE WORKERS 

AUGUST 13 -------------------------- EPHESIANS 5:1-14 

NURSES AND OTHER HEALTH CARE WORKERS 

AUGUST 14 -------------------------------- RUTH 2:1-23 

WOMEN VULNERABLE TO VIOLENCE 

AUGUST 15 -------------------------- GALATIANS 4:4-7 

FAMILIES 

AUGUST 16 ---------------------------- PROVERBS 9:1-6 

TEACHERS 

AUGUST 17 ----------------------------- PSALM 34:9-14 

CHILDREN IN OUR CHURCH 

AUGUST 18 ------------------------- EPHESIANS 5:15-20 

THOSE WHO HAVE TERMINAL ILLNESSES AND THEIR FAMILIES 

AUGUST 19 ------------------------------ JOHN 6:51-58 

AUGUST 20 --------------------------------- ACTS 6:1-7 

COOKS AND FOOD SERVERS 

 

AUGUST 21 -------------------------------- LUKE 11:5-13 

THOSE WHO DO NOT PRAY 

AUGUST 22 -------------------- JOSHUA 24:1-2A, 14-18 

FAMILIES OF ALL SHAPES AND SIZES 

AUGUST 23  ---------------------------- PSALM 34:15-22 

THOSE WHO ARE BROKEN-HEARTED 

AUGUST 24 ----------------- 1 CORINTHIANS 12:27-31A 

THOSE UNHAPPY IN THEIR DAILY WORK 

AUGUST 25 ------------------------ EPHESIANS 6:10-20 

THOSE WHO ARE FACING DANGER TODAY 

AUGUST 26 ----------------------------- JOHN 6:56-69 

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS 

AUGUST 27 -------------------------- NEHEMIAH 9:1-15 

GRANDPARENTS 

AUGUST 28 ------------------------ EPHESIANS 6:21-24 

THOSE WHO ARE FEELING DISCOURAGED TODAY 

AUGUST 29 --------------------------- EXODUS 32:11-14 

THOSE LEARNING TO LISTEN TO GOD 

AUGUST 30 ---------------- DEUTERONOMY 4:1-2, 6-9 

CHILDREN AND THEIR CAREGIVERS 

AUGUST 31 ------------------------------------ PSALM 15 

THOSE WHO FEAR THEY’RE OUTSIDE GOD’S MERCY 
 

THANK YOU! 

 Thank you to Messiah for the altar flow-
ers, cards, prayers, and everything you do.  It is 
very much appreciated. –JANE MARHEFKA 
 

DID YOU KNOW?? 
 August is named in honor of the first Ro-
man emperor, Augustus Caesar (63 B.C.– A.D. 
14), who was the grandnephew of Julius Caesar.   
 August 1 traditionally marked the begin-
ning of the serious harvest. “After Lammas Day, 
corn ripens as much by night as by day.” 
 Seeds nearly ripe must be gathered from 
the birds, such as cabbage, fennel, lettuce, mus-
tard, etc.  Cucumbers for pickling should now be 
gathered. 
 August’s full moon, the Full Sturgeon 
Moon, rises on August 26 at 7:56 a.m. EDT.  It is 
also a wonderful month for star gazing! It’s also 
the month of the Perseid meteor shower, which 
reach their peak between August 11 and 13. 
 

https://www.almanac.com/content/origin-month-names
https://www.almanac.com/content/perseid-meteor-shower
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MESSIAH ATTENDANCE & OFFERINGS – JULY 1 TO 29, 2018 
DATE ATTENDANCE TOTAL 

OFFERING 
OTHER FUNDS  

OFFERING 

JULY 1 

JULY 8 

JULY 15 

JULY 22 

JULY 29 

 

  

ANSWERS ON PAGE 9 
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JUNIATA COUNTY FOOD PANTRY AUGUST UPDATE
As the summer heats up, we are reminded that hunger does NOT take a vacation!  

Please don’t forget your neighbors struggling to keep their families fed while everyone else 
enjoys summer vacation.  Thanks to all of you who are bringing in fresh produce from your 
gardens!  What a blessing straight from the Lord is fresh produce to those who rarely taste 
any but the canned variety, and very little of that. 

In June 2018, the Food Pantry served 335 families in need – a total of 920 individuals!  In addi-
tion, our Summer Backpack Program provided 2,560 lunches for 128 school age children who other-
wise would be facing a hungry summer vacation. A special thank you to Messiah Lutheran Church for 
providing volunteers for the month of June. 

 
FOOD PANTRY NEEDS FOR AUGUST 

Dish soap, any cleaning supplies and laundry detergent.   
Baby Items, especially wipes and diapers size 5 and 6. 

 
DONATIONS OF CASH AND GIFT CARDS ARE ALSO APPRECIATED! 

PO Box 44, 114 N. Main St, Mifflintown, PA 17059 
Phone:  717-436-9718               Hours:  Tue 9-12 and 1-5, and Sat 9-12 

 
. 
 

 

 
 
 

 
*PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO THE JUNIATA COUNTY FOOD PANTRY.   

(CONTACT PERSON: GLENDA FULTZ).        Email: jcfoodpantry@embarqmail.com 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

Tuesday – 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
Thursday – 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

Friday – 12:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m. 

ON THE LIGHTER SIDE…. 
An elderly man lay dying in his bed. In 

death's agony, he suddenly smelled the aroma of 
his favorite chocolate chip cookies wafting up the 
stairs. He gathered his remaining strength, and 
lifted himself from the bed. Leaning against the 
wall, he slowly made his way out of the bedroom, 
and with even greater effort forced himself down 
the stairs, gripping the railing  
with both hands. With labored breath, he leaned 
against the door frame, gazing into the kitchen. 

 
 
Were it not for death's agony, he would 

have thought himself already in heaven: there, 
spread out upon newspapers on the kitchen table 
were literally hundreds of his favorite chocolate 
chip cookies. Was it heaven? Or was it one final 
act of heroic love from his devoted wife, seeing 
to it that he left this world a happy man? 

Mustering one great final effort, he threw 
himself toward the table, landing on his knees in 
a rumpled posture. His parched lips parted; the 
wondrous taste of the cookie was already in his 
mouth; seemingly bringing him back to life. The 
aged and withered hand, shockingly made its 
way to a cookie at the edge of the table, when it 
was suddenly smacked with a spatula by his wife. 

"Stay out of those," she said, "they're for 
the funeral.”

REMINDER!  Our vestibule is open 24 hours a day to receive donations.  Cash, checks or 
gift cards may be deposited in the vestibule’s mail slot.  *Non-perishable foods and non-

food items may be dropped off at any time in our vestibule.  Please deliver perishable 
foods only when someone is here to receive them. Thank you! 

mailto:jcfoodpantry@embarqmail.com
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AUGUST 2018 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Thursday, August 2: -1:00 p.m., Dulcimer Rehearsal 
-THRU AUGUST 16 – Pastor Chris on Vacation (Pastor Jim Bricker is on call) 

Sunday, August 5: -9:15 a.m., Worship/Communion -- Worship Leader:  Jim Bahorik 

Monday, August 6: -8:00 p.m., AA meeting in Fellowship Hall 

Tuesday, August 7: -9:00 a.m., “The Needlers” in Fellowship Hall 

Thursday, August 9: -7:00 p.m., WELCA Meeting in Fellowship Hall 

Sunday, August 12: -9:15 a.m., Worship/Communion -- Worship Leader:  Andrea Cameron  

Monday, August 13: -8:00 p.m., AA meeting in Fellowship Hall 

Tuesday, August 14: -9:00 a.m., “The Needlers” in Fellowship Hall 

Wednesday, August 15: -7:00 p.m., Worship & Music Meeting in Church Office 

Thursday, August 16: -1:00 p.m., Dulcimer Rehearsal 

Sunday, August 19: -9:15 a.m., Worship/Communion -- Worship Leader:  Sam Leister 

Monday, August 20: -8:00 p.m., AA meeting in Fellowship Hall 

Tuesday, August 21: -9:00 a.m., “The Needlers” in Fellowship Hall 

Friday, August 24: -NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 

Sunday, August 26: -9:15 a.m., Worship/Communion/FOOD PANTRY SUNDAY -- Worship Leader:  
Rev. Paul Kampa 

Monday, August 27: -8:00 p.m., AA meeting in Fellowship Hall 

Tuesday, August 28: -9:00 a.m., “The Needlers” in Fellowship Hall 

Friday, August 31: -11:00 a.m., Memorial Service at Messiah for Jean Brackbill Petkoff 

 

PASTOR CHRIS ON VACATION 
 Pastor Chris will be on vacation in 

Minnesota, leaving August 2 and returning 

August 17.  Pastor Jim Bricker will be availa-

ble if you have a pastoral emergency. He can 

be reached at on his mobile 717-512-1026 or 

home 717-535-5416 or you can email him at 

gymbri@embarqmail.com. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

mailto:gymbri@embarqmail.com
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