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Messiah Lutheran Church 

3 South Third Street 
Mifflintown, PA 17059 

Church Office / 436-6213 
 

The Rev. Chris Mathiason     Interim Pastor 
Sam Leister        Lay Worship Leader 
Bob St. Clair        Organist 
Andrea Cameron                               Choir Director 
Andrea Cameron       Lector 
Linda Clark        Altar Guild 
Harrison Mummah & Slone Smith   Acolytes 
Cynthia Smith        Greeter 
 

TWENTIETH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 October 22, 2017 – 10:30 a.m. 

 

*Please Stand as YOU Are Able 
 

PEOPLE TO REMEMBER IN PRAYER TODAY 
 

Those we want to remember in prayer today—please refer to “Prayers of Intercession.” 
 
PREPARATION 
  CHIMES: CALL TO WORSHIP 
  PRELUDE:                              “Come, Come Ye Saints”                             W. G. Blanchard 
   [A Time for Meditation and Prayer] 
  GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
  INTRODUCTION 

In today's first reading God uses the Gentile ruler Cyrus to accomplish divine purposes. When 
the Pharisees try to trap Jesus, he tells them to give the emperor what belongs to him and to 
God what belongs to God. To gather for worship reminds us that our ultimate allegiance is to 
God rather than to any earthly authority. Created in the image of God, we offer our entire selves 
in the service of God and for the sake of the world. 

 
 * BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 P In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 C Amen. 
 

 P God of all mercy and consolation, come to the aid of your people, turning us from 
  our sin to live for you alone.  Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that, attentive to 
  your Word, we may confess our sins, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the
  fullness of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 C Amen. 

 

  P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
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  P Gracious God, 
  C have mercy on us.  In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and un- 
   known, things done and left undone.  Uphold us by your Spirit so that we 
   may live and serve you in newness of life, to the honor and glory of your 
   holy name; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

 P Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord 
  Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  keep you in eternal life. 
 C Amen. 
 

 * SHARING OF GOD’S PEACE 
   P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
   C And also with you. 
   Congregational sharing:     “Peace be with you.” 
 
GATHERING 
 * ENTRANCE HYMN                      “Earth and All Stars!”                     #558 Green Hymnal 

* GREETING 
  P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 
      C And also with you. 
 

* KYRIE (sung) 
   P Kyrie, eleison:  C   Lord, have mercy. 
   P Christe, eleison:  C   Christ, have mercy. 
   P Kyrie, eleison:  C   Lord, have mercy. 
  
 * HYMN OF PRAISE (sung) 
   Glory to God, glory to God, glory to God in the highest; 
   glory to God, glory to God, and peace to God’s people on earth. 
   Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we 
    give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. 
   Glory to God, glory to God, glory to God in the highest; 
   glory to God, glory to God, and peace to God’s people on earth. 
   Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take 
    away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; 
   you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 
   Glory to God, glory to God, glory to God in the highest; 
   glory to God, glory to God, and peace to God’s people on earth. 
   For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the 
    Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. 
    Amen. 
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   Glory to God, glory to God, glory to God in the highest; 
   glory to God, glory to God, and peace to God’s people on earth, and peace 
    to God’s people on earth. 
 
 * SALUTATION AND RESPONSE (spoken) 
   P The Lord be with you.     C    And also with you. 
 
 * PRAYER OF THE DAY (spoken in unison) 
   P Let us pray… 
   C Sovereign God, raise your throne in our hearts. Created by you, let us live in 

your image; created for you, let us act for your glory; redeemed by you, let us 
give you what is yours, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen.  

 
WORD 
The prophet announces that Cyrus the Persian emperor is the one the Lord has anointed to end 
Israel's exile. The Lord makes this choice so that the whole world will recognize this Lord as the 
only God. Persia had a god of light and a god of darkness; the Lord claims sovereignty over both 
light and darkness. 
 

  FIRST READING 
 

   A reading from Isaiah 45:1-7 
 

THE LESSON READS:
 
1Thus says the LORD to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have grasped to subdue nations 
before him and strip kings of their robes, to open doors before him—and the gates shall not be 
closed: 2I will go before you and level the mountains, I will break in pieces the doors of bronze and 
cut through the bars of iron, 3I will give you the treasures of darkness and riches hidden in secret 
places, so that you may know that it is I, the LORD, the God of Israel, who call you by your name. 
4For the sake of my servant Jacob, and Israel my chosen, I call you by your name, I surname you, 
though you do not know me. 5I am the LORD, and there is no other; besides me there is no god. I 
arm you, though you do not know me, 6so that they may know, from the rising of the sun and from 
the west, that there is no one besides me; I am the LORD, and there is no other. 7I form light and 
create darkness, I make weal and create woe; I the LORD do all these things. 
 

   Lector:    The word of the Lord. 
   Congregation:  Thanks be to God.  (spoken) 
 
  PSALM: Psalm 96:1-9 [10-13] (responsively) 
 

L – Ascribe to the LORD honor and power.  (Ps. 96:7) 
 
1Sing to the LORD a new song; sing to the LORD, all the earth. 
2Sing to the LORD, bless the name of the LORD; proclaim God's salvation from day to day. 
3Declare God's glory among the nations and God's wonders among all peoples. 
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4For great is the LORD and greatly to be praised, more to be feared than all gods. 
5As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; but you, O LORD, have made the heavens. 
6Majesty and magnificence are in your presence; power and splendor are in your sanctuary. 
7Ascribe to the LORD, you families of the peoples, ascribe to the LORD honor and power. 
8Ascribe to the LORD the honor due the holy name; bring offerings and enter the courts of 
the LORD. 
9Worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness; tremble before the LORD, all the earth. 
[10Tell it out among the nations: "The LORD is king! The one who made the world so firm 
that it cannot be moved will judge the peoples with equity." 
11Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; let the sea thunder and all that is in it; let the field 
be joyful and all that is therein. 
12Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy at your coming, O LORD, for you come 
to judge the earth. 
13You will judge the world with righteousness and the peoples with your truth.] 
 

All – Ascribe to the LORD honor and power. 
 
Most likely this letter is the first written by Paul. Paul is giving pastoral encouragement and 
reassurances to new Christians living in an antagonistic pagan environment. Their commitment of 
faith, love, and hope makes them a model for other new Christian communities. 
 

 SECOND READING 
 

  A reading from 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10
 

THE LESSON READS: 
 
1Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace. 2We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you 
in our prayers, constantly 3remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of 
love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 4For we know, brothers and sisters beloved 
by God, that he has chosen you, 5because our message of the gospel came to you not in word only, 
but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as you know what kind of 
persons we proved to be among you for your sake. 6And you became imitators of us and of the 
Lord, for in spite of persecution you received the word with joy inspired by the Holy Spirit, 7so that 
you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. 8For the word of the Lord 
has sounded forth from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but in every place your faith in God 
has become known, so that we have no need to speak about it. 9For the people of those regions 
report about us what kind of welcome we had among you, and how you turned to God from idols, 
to serve a living and true God, 10and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the 
dead—Jesus, who rescues us from the wrath that is coming. 
 

   Lector:    The word of the Lord. 
   Congregation:  Thanks be to God.  (spoken) 
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 * GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (sung) 
Alleluia.  Lord, to whom shall we go? Alleluia.  You have the words of eternal life.  
Alleluia.  Alleluia. 
 

After Jesus begins teaching in the temple, religious leaders try to trap him with questions. First they 
ask if God's people should pay taxes to an earthly tyrant like Caesar. 
 

 * GOSPEL: Matthew 22:15-22 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 22nd chapter. 
C Glory to you, O Lord.  (spoken) 

 

THE GOSPEL READS: 
 
15The Pharisees went and plotted to entrap [Jesus] in what he said. 16So they sent their disciples to 
him, along with the Herodians, saying, "Teacher, we know that you are sincere, and teach the way of 
God in accordance with truth, and show deference to no one; for you do not regard people with 
partiality. 17Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to the emperor, or not?" 18But 
Jesus, aware of their malice, said, "Why are you putting me to the test, you hypocrites? 19Show me 
the coin used for the tax." And they brought him a denarius. 20Then he said to them, "Whose head 
is this, and whose title?" 21They answered, "The emperor's." Then he said to them, "Give therefore 
to the emperor the things that are the emperor's, and to God the things that are God's." 22When 
they heard this, they were amazed; and they left him and went away. 
 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 
   C Praise to you, O Christ.  (spoken) 
 
  SERMON                                                                                         Sam Leister 
 * HYMN OF THE DAY                   “Faith of Our Fathers”                   #500 Green Hymnal 
 * APOSTLES’ CREED (‘new version’) (all) 
   I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified 
died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 

   come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

   I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 
   the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
   Amen. 
 
  OFFERING 
  OFFERTORY:                                      “In His Love”                                     S. A. Ressman 
       ANTHEM 
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[Please pass the Friendship Pad down your pew for all to sign and then back to the center aisle so 
everyone has the opportunity to read the names.  We request that our guests also give us their 
home address.  Thank you]. 
 
 * SUNG OFFERTORY (‘vineyards’) 

Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of blessing.  Gather a 
harvest from the seeds that were sown, that we may be fed with the bread of life.  
Gather the hopes and dreams of all; unite them with the prayers we offer now.  Grace 
our table with your presence, Lord, and give us a foretaste of the feast to come. 
 

 * OFFERING PRAYER 
   P Let us pray.  Merciful God,  
   C we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—our selves, 
    our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love.  Receive them for 
    the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
 * PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P Open to the gifts of the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world, and all of 
God's creation. 

A brief silence. 
P Trusting in God, we pray for the church. Fill all worshipers with your Holy Spirit. 

Grant them generous hearts to share God's splendor revealed to them in Jesus Christ. 
Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
P We pray for creation: for the power of sun, wind, and water, for the riches buried in 

rock and soil, for the magnificence of life in forms too many to number. Lord, in your 
mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
P We pray for the nations: for leaders of governments, for fair commerce between 

nations, for treasurers, boards of directors, and all who justly distribute monetary 
resources. Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
P We pray for the poor and outcast, for those who cannot afford food, medicine, 

clothing, and shelter, for the communities and agencies who serve the needy and 
advocate on their behalf, and we pray especially for all of our shut-ins: (Reba Sigler, 
Kitty Walters, Jean McNaight, Jane Marhefka, Ruth Cisney, Ray Bramm, Dottie 
Smith, Dorothy Cleck, Carol Simonton, Lura Aughey, Mona Lawson, Sara Ann 
Aurand, Betty Karstetter, and Jim Yetter).  And for Bob & Jeanette St. Clair, Avonel 
& Rick Waller, Sr., Jim Woltman, Bob & Andrea Cameron, Letha Swab, Mary Ernest, 
John Miller, Randy Clark, Joan Fulkroad, Don Clark, Tom Lyter, Butch & Sandy 
Pines, Joyce Bradley, Minnie Minick, Ken Stuck, Paul Goss, Dr. Laurie Cox, Pat 
Forney, Bob Bell, Megan Hart, and Austin Parker).  Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
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P Trusting in God's healing power, we pray for this congregation: for the unemployed 
and overworked, for all who are burdened by debt, for the sick and those in particular 
need. Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
P Lord of the Church, we give thanks to you for your death and resurrection, and that 

you are the Good Shepherd.  Hear our prayer for our Call Committee and its work of 
discernment, and hear our prayer for your sending to us a pastor who will be a strong 
partner with us in the joy and service of your Gospel for those within your Church 
and those beyond our walls in this community.  Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
P We give thanks for the saints of every time and place. By your Spirit, grant us sure 

confidence in the everlasting glory you promise. Lord, in your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
P Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting the 

power of Christ and the gifts of the Spirit. 
C Amen. 

 
 * THE LORD’S PRAYER [‘new version’] (all) 
   P Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 

  C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 
    be done, on earth as in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 
    against us. 

    Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
    For the Kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 
 * BLESSING 
   P Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
   C Amen, Amen, Amen  (sung) 
 
 * CLOSING HYMN          “Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing”          #559 Green Hymnal 
 
MEAL 

* COMMUNION DIALOGUE (from Isaiah 55) 
  P Let us give thanks to the Lord.  
  C for through these gifts he comes to feed us. 
  P All you who are thirsty, come to the waters.  You who have no money, come, 
   receive bread, and eat. 
  C Come, without paying and without cost, drink wine and eat. 
  P Let us come to his table with joy, 
  C for we come as God’s invited guests! 
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* EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
P Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory.  In great love 

you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who 
preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 
you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in 
glory. Pour out your Holy Spirit, that by this Holy Communion we may know the 
unity we share with all your people in the body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is 
yours, almighty Father, now and forever.       

     C  Amen. 
 
(If you desire, you may take a gluten free wafer located on the oak pedestal on the step in front of 
the chancel). 
 
  COMMUNION:                                       “Close To Thee”                                      S. J. Vail 

DISTRIBUTION 
[“INTINCTION” – dip your wafer in the wine.  Come forward by the center aisle and return by 
the side aisle.  All who wish to stand at the chancel rail after partaking for a time of silent 
meditation are invited to do so]. 
 
 * COMMUNION BLESSING 

  P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace. 

  C Amen. 
 

* PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
P Let us pray, 
 Almighty God, you provide the true bread from heaven, your Son, Jesus Christ our 
 Lord.  Grant that we who have received the Sacrament of his body and blood may 
 abide in him and he in us, that we may be filled with the power of his endless life, 
 now and forever. 
C Amen. 

* DISMISSAL 
P Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
C   Thanks be to God. 
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 POSTLUDE                                
      
Reprinted from Words for Worship, copyright 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. Scripture 
quotations (except psalms) from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 Division of Christian 
Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the USA. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
 
NEXT WEEK’S LECTOR – Ron Yorks 
NEXT WEEK’S ALTAR GUILD – Sandy Pines & Michelle Stoner 
NEXT WEEK’S LAY WORSHIP LEADER – Andrea Cameron 
NEXT WEEK’S ACOLYTES – Braedon Walton & Hannah Ehrisman 
NEXT WEEK’S GREETERS – Don & Barb Geedey 

 
WELCOME 
VISITORS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME to worship at Messiah.  We invite you to register your visit not only in 
the Friendship Pads but also in the guest book provided in the Narthex.  If you are seeking a church home, please 
speak to the Pastor or indicate such in the Friendship Pads being sure to include your contact information.  Our 
fellowship in Jesus Christ is open and extended to all persons who confess His Lordship over all life.  Thank you 
for worshiping with us. 
 
VISITORS ARE INVITED TO COMMUNE with us if they are baptized, and if with us in our faith, they trust 
Jesus’ promise of the presence of the Body and Blood of Christ. 
 
GLUTEN FREE WAFERS ARE ALSO PROVIDED FOR COMMUNION.  Wine and wheat wafers are used 
and if you so desire, you may take a gluten free wafer located on the oak pedestal on the step in front of the 
chancel. 
 
IF YOU WISH TO USE OR FOLLOW THE LITURGY MUSIC as we proceed through the service today, please 
use the green portfolios placed on top of the sound control system.  In addition, headsets are available in the 
Narthex for our sound enhancement system for the hearing impaired. 
 
WE INVITE EVERYONE (members and visitors) worshiping with us today to sign the Friendship Pads during 
the Organ Offertory.  If you are a visitor, please be sure to include your address when signing.  Please also place a 
check mark in the box (beside your name) if you are communing today and have not as yet given us a record of 
your participation in the sacrament during this quarter.  (A new quarter begins in January, April, July, and October). 
The pads are found on the aisle seat of each pew in the nave, and in each section of the Adult Sunday School 
Room. 
 
THIS MORNING WE ARE LED IN WORSHIP by Sam Leister an Authorized Lay Worship Leader of the 
Upper Susquehanna Synod.  Authorized Lay Worship Leaders have received extensive training so as to provide 
worship leadership and preaching, and also have been authorized by the bishop of the synod to preside at the 
Eucharist in specific situations.  The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) is committed to ordained 
ministry as the primary means for filling the needs of this church for Word and Sacrament, but at this place in the 
church’s pilgrimage, the church’s inability to provide all congregations with full-time ordained pastoral ministry 
presents a challenge.  On any given Sunday, congregations have needs that cannot be met by available ordained 
ministers.  Therefore, because it is the bishop’s responsibility to meet the Word and Sacrament needs of the 
congregations in this synod, synodically authorized lay worship leaders are trained to meet this need.  On behalf of 
the whole church, Bishop Collins is deeply gratified by the ministry of these servants of the Gospel. 
 
ALTAR FLOWERS are presented to the Glory of God and in honor of the 50th Wedding Anniversary of Butch 
and Sandy Pines by Dan and Michelle Stoner and Braedon and Will Walton. 
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JUST A THOUGHT – Randy Alcorn, Contemporary American Protestant Author: Satan need not convince us 
that heaven does not exist.  He need only convince us that heaven is a place of boring, unearthly existence. 
 
CONGREGATIONAL NEWS 

  PRAYER REQUESTS will be placed in the Sunday bulletin for one month.  If you wish to have someone 
included in the prayer list for an additional month, please contact the church office at 436-6213 or  
messiahlutheran@pa.net.  If you have anyone who is a “last minute” addition after the bulletin has been printed on 
Fridays, please fill out an orange prayer card in the pew and lay it on the stand where the gluten free wafers are 
placed PRIOR to the morning worship service. 
 
PLEASE NOTIFY THE CHURCH OFFICE for any change in addresses, phone numbers, email addresses, or for 
any requests for building usage.  There are a lot of activities and some coordination is needed so events are not 
“overbooked” in any specific areas of the church (this also applies to church groups who meet in the church).  
Please contact the office at 436-6213 or email messiahlutheran@pa.net for any changes or requests.  
 
THE DEADLINE for all items to be included in the Sunday bulletin is Thursday noon. 
 
REQUEST from the Board of Worship & Music: In light of our congregation’s recent acceptance of 
Messiah’s Mission Statement (including “….making disciples of Christ through Fellowship….”), we 
invite more of the congregation to sit in the main sanctuary during the worship service.  Unifying 
everyone into one space will help make us more welcoming to all members and visitors as well as creating 
a sense of community, sharing and togetherness.  Worship Leaders will be able to better “connect” and 
“communicate” to all worshipers (and you to them) during the service.  Other benefits include better 
sound while singing hymns, listening to the sermons/anthems/special music and an easier time of 
“Sharing the Peace.” Also, give us your feedback regarding the removal of several rows of pews in the 
sanctuary and replacing them with soft chairs.  Thanks for making this positive transition to your worship 
experience! 
 
WEEKLY FINANCIAL REPORT: 
October 15, 2017 
Worship Service                                                      Other Funds 
Attendance – 66                                                      Benevolence –                      $    200.00 
Sunday School – 28                                                     Building Fund –                    $   165.00 
                                                          Summer Camp –                   $     50.00 
Total Offering  $2,736.50                                                   Sunday School -                    $     61.00 
Other Funds  $   696.00                                                   Memorial Fund -                   $   200.00 
General Fund  $2,040.50                                                   Hurricane Disaster -              $     20.00 
                                                                    Total                           $    696.00 
WELCA Blanket Sunday Offering - $150.00 
 
NITTANY ENERGY (formerly Hilltop Oil) CHURCH PROGRAM – for every gallon of heating oil purchased 
by participating church members from September 1, 2017 – April 30, 2018, Nittany Energy will donate FOUR 
CENTS per gallon back to the church’s heating oil account at the end of each month.  One parishioner purchasing 
800 gallons of oil during the heating season will save the church $32.00 per year on their heating oil.  From 
November to May of last heating season Messiah’s Nittany Energy church program saved the church 
$207.53.  If you participated last year then you are already enrolled.  Questions – ask any Property member. 
 
“A STUDY OF LUTHER’S SMALL CATECHISM FOR ADULTS” is being offered in a Bible study format with 
Sam Leister as the discussion leader.  Anyone interested in participating in this study group, please contact the 
church office.  Dates and times will be determined by the group. 
 

mailto:messiahlutheran@pa.net
mailto:messiahlutheran@pa.net
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ELCA YOUTH GATHERING – Any young people who might be interested in attending the ELCA youth 
gathering June 27 to July 1, 2018 in Houston Texas, please contact the church office.  We will plan a meeting if 
there is any interest. 
 
WORK CAMP – Any young people who might be interested in attending a work camp July 22 to July 28, 2018 in 
Elizabeth City, North Carolina, please contact the church office.  We will plan a meeting if there is any interest. 
 
MESSIAH’S DOORS will be unlocked at 8:30 a.m. on Sunday mornings for Sunday School and Worship. 
 
COPIES OF JULY 5th AND JULY 29th 2017 PPC MINUTES are available in the Adult Sunday School Room. 
 
VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED to press quilt tops for “The Needlers.” Tops can be taken home and pressed 
and brought back to the church.  Anyone who is interested, please contact one of “The Needlers.” 
 
WEIS AND GIANT GIFT CARDS are available to purchase from the Disciples Class.  This is a very important 
outreach ministry that helps neighbors in need in our own community.  We thank each and every one for 
continued support of this very worthwhile project. 
 
HELP AVAILABLE – If you or someone you know needs help with home repairs or yard work, there are 
volunteers in our community who may be able to help.  For more information, contact Michael “Doc” Johnston at 
436-9209. 
 
WEEKLY CHURCH OFFICE HOURS are as follows: 
 Tuesday – 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
 Thursday – 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

 Friday – 12:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m. 
 
WOMEN OF THE ELCA 
NEW BATH-SIZE BARS OF SOAP (4oz. to 5oz., preferably Ivory or unscented Dove) is continuously collected 
as an on-going project for Lutheran World Relief.  Please place soap in the basket on the blue table in the Adult 
Sunday School Room. 
 
ITEMS FOR THE SEAFARERS BAGS will be collected through September.  Items needed are: 
 -1 sweatshirt, preferably hooded (sizes L-XL) 
 -3 pairs of socks (thermal or white gym socks) 
 -1 pull-over T-shirt (sizes M-L) 
 -1 knit heavy winter cap 
 
COMMUNITY 
REFORMATION (Five Hundred Years, 1517 – 2017) – Please join the Port Royal Lutheran Parish for a 
Reformation Party on October 28th beginning at 6 p.m. at the Port Royal Community Building.  The German 
inspired menu will include: Hot Dog and Bratwurst Bar with Kraut and other fixings, Hot German Potato Salad, 
Pepper Slaw, Applesauce, Fresh Soft Pretzels and German Chocolate Cake.  Beverages will include both children 
and Luther friendly selections.  The PSU/Ohio State football game will air after which Martin and Katie Luther 
and our Bishop will bring greetings.  The night will conclude with entertainment by THE BOYZ.  Please secure 
reservations for your parish along with $13/person and deliver to Jean Swartz by noon on October 23.  A check 
for the attendees should be written to: Ladies Aux Div. of FFC.  The parish number is 717-527-4581.  Please call 
with questions and we look forward to celebrating this landmark occasion with you! 
 

THE 26th ANNUAL REFORMATION RECITAL will be presented on Sunday, October 29, 2017 at 3:00 p.m. at 
St. John’s Lutheran Church, 120 North Main St., Lewistown, PA. 



 

12 

JUNIATA COUNTY FOOD PANTRY NOVEMBER UPDATE 
Our stockpile of Thanksgiving and Christmas foods is growing steadily, but we are far behind where we need to be 
to pack 350 or more Thanksgiving boxes for local families by our distribution date of November 18.  We would be 
so grateful for your help.  And speaking of November 18th, don’t miss the 10th annual “Save Thanksgiving Benefit 
Concert” on that same day at 6:00 p.m. 
 

HOLIDAY MEAL DONATIONS STILL NEEDED: 
Turkeys (around 12 lbs.) or Turkey Beasts; Hams (3-5 lbs.); Stuffing; Canned Fruits; Instant Mashed Potatoes; 
Canned Sweet Potatoes; Cake Mix and Icing; or other Dessert Mix; or a $20 donation will purchase one 
complete meal! 
 

THE JUNIATA COUNTY FOOD PANTRY BOARD OF DIRECTORS cordially invites you to our Annual 
Meeting, Thursday, October 26th at 7:00 p.m. at the Juniata County Food Pantry, 114 N. Main St., Mifflintown. The 
agenda will include an overview of the Food Pantry’s ministry to the hungry in the past year, recognition of 
volunteers and outgoing board members, and election of new board members.  The meeting will be followed by 
light refreshments.  For more information, or to RSVP, please contact the Food Pantry at 
jcfoodpantry@embarqmail.com or 717-436-9718. 
 

THE COMMONWEALTH BRASS QUINTET will be performing at the Upper Tuscarora Presbyterian Church, 
589 Brick Church Road, East Waterford, PA on Sunday, October 29, 2017 at 2:00 p.m.  The Quintet has been the 
region’s premier brass quintet for over 35 years.  The CBQ was formed in 1981 by faculty members from several 
schools in PA to promote the performance and teaching of brass chamber music.  (See poster on bulletin board in 
Kitchenette). 
 
 

THIS WEEK AT MESSIAH 

 
Today:    -9:15 a.m., Sunday School/Catechetical Class. 
     -10:30 a.m., Worship/Communion/Jr. Church (Worship Leader: Sam Leister).  
     -1 p.m.--?, Kitchen reserved. 
     - 7 p.m., PPC meeting in Youth Area. 

Monday:   -6:30 p.m., Knitting Class in the Jr. Church Room. 
     -8:00 p.m., AA meeting in Fellowship Hall. 

Tuesday:   -9 a.m., “The Needlers” in Fellowship Hall. 

Wednesday:  -7 p.m., Choir rehearsal in Rearick Room. 

Thursday:   NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 

Saturday:   -9 a.m. to 4 p.m., Juniata Valley Quilters in Fellowship Hall. 

Sunday:   FOOD PANTRY SUNDAY 
     REFORMATION SUNDAY 
     -9:15 a.m., Sunday School/Catechetical Class. 
     -10:30 a.m., Worship/Communion/Jr. Church (Lay Worship Leader: Andrea Cameron). 
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MESSIAH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
FALL FEST 

November 12, 2017 
 

 
 
 
You are invited to attend the Fall Fest at Messiah on Sunday, November 12, 2017 in the Fellowship Hall following 
the Thankoffering Service.  The menu will be Chili and beverages provided by the Parish Fellowship Committee. 
Those attending are asked to bring a covered dish, if they are able.  The covered dish could be anything that goes 
with Chili (such as: corn bread, cheese and crackers, fruit or vegetable tray, anything with apples or pumpkin).  Re- 
member, these are just suggestions—anything is acceptable. 
 
The congregation is asked to bring items for the Food Pantry on Thankoffering Sunday and they will be displayed 
in the front of the altar area (dish detergent and pain relievers, especially 81 mg of aspirin for the elderly are always 
needed). 
 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

MESSIAH’S FALL FEST 
 

 
Name(s)____________________________________________________________Number attending________ 
 
 
 
Bringing covered dish   (   ) YES   (   )   NO_______________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 


