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Messiah Lutheran Church 
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Mifflintown, PA 17059 
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 FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT 
March 26, 2017 – 10:30 a.m. 

 

*Please Stand as YOU Are Able 
 

PEOPLE TO REMEMBER IN PRAYER TODAY 
 

Those we want to remember in prayer today—please refer to “Prayers of Intercession.” 
 
PREPARATION 

CHIMES: CALL TO WORSHIP 
PRELUDE: 
 [A Time for Meditation and Prayer] 
GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
INTRODUCTION 
Baptism is sometimes called enlightenment. The gospel for this Sunday is the story of the 
man born blind healed by Christ. I was blind, but now I see, declares the man. In baptism 
God opens our eyes to see the truth of who we are: God's beloved sons and daughters. As 
David was anointed king of Israel, in baptism God anoints our head with oil, and calls us to 
bear witness to the light of Christ in our daily lives. 

 
 * CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
      P In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
   C Amen. 
 

P God of heaven and earth, you come in close and make us yours.  Equip us by your 
Spirit to confess our sin, embrace your forgiveness, and seek the way you set before us 
in your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

P With honesty of heart, let us confess our sin. 
   Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
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   P Merciful God, 
C forgive us.  Our will is handcuffed to sin, and we cannot break free.  We have 

spoken when we should have kept quiet.  We were silent when we should have 
said something.  We acted when we knew better.   We were still when we know 
we should have moved.  For the wrong we have done, for the good we have 
failed to do, have mercy on us, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
Amen. 

 

P People of God, look to the + Son, given to heal you and set you free because God 
loved the world so much.  Take hold of life—eternal life! 

   C Amen. 
 
 * SHARING OF GOD’S PEACE 
   P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
   C And also with you. 
   Congregational sharing:     “Peace be with you.” 
 
GATHERING 
 * ENTRANCE HYMN                “All People That on Earth Do Dwell”                #245 LBW 

* GREETING 
   P The grace of Jesus Christ our Savior, the reconciling love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
      C And also with you. 
  

* KYRIE (C - sung) 
   P In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
   C   Lord, have mercy. 
   P For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
   C Lord, have mercy. 
   P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and 
    for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 
   C Lord, have mercy. 
   P For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us 
    pray to the Lord. 
   C Lord, have mercy. 
   P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
   C Amen. 
 
 * PRAYER OF THE DAY (spoken in unison) 
   P Let us pray… 

C Bend your ear to our prayers, Lord Christ, and come among us. By your 
gracious life and death for us, bring light into the darkness of our hearts, and 
anoint us with your Spirit, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
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WORD 
Samuel anointed David even though he was the eighth-oldest son of Jesse and did not match his 
brothers in height or other physical characteristics. With the anointing came endowment with the 
Spirit of the Lord, designating David as the Lord’s chosen successor to Saul. 
 

  FIRST READING:  1 Samuel 16:1-13 
 

   The First Reading is from the 16th chapter of 1 Samuel. 
 

THE LESSON READS:
 
1The LORD said to Samuel, "How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him from being 
king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I 
have provided for myself a king among his sons." 2Samuel said, "How can I go? If Saul hears of it, 
he will kill me." And the LORD said, "Take a heifer with you, and say, 'I have come to sacrifice to 
the LORD.' 3Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do; and you shall anoint 
for me the one whom I name to you." 4Samuel did what the LORD commanded, and came to 
Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him trembling, and said, "Do you come peaceably?" 
5He said, "Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the LORD; sanctify yourselves and come with me 
to the sacrifice." And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. 6When they 
came, he looked on Eliab and thought, "Surely the LORD's anointed is now before the LORD." 
7But the LORD said to Samuel, "Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his stature, 
because I have rejected him; for the LORD does not see as mortals see; they look on the outward 
appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart." 8Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass 
before Samuel. He said, "Neither has the LORD chosen this one." 9Then Jesse made Shammah pass 
by. And he said, "Neither has the LORD chosen this one." 10Jesse made seven of his sons pass 
before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, "The LORD has not chosen any of these." 11Samuel said to 
Jesse, "Are all your sons here?" And he said, "There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the 
sheep." And Samuel said to Jesse, "Send and bring him; for we will not sit down until he comes 
here." 12He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was handsome. 
The LORD said, "Rise and anoint him; for this is the one.” 13Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and 
anointed him in the presence of his brothers; and the spirit of the LORD came mightily upon David 
from that day forward. Samuel then set out and went to Ramah. 
 

   Lector: Here ends the reading.  
   Cong:  Thanks be to God. 
 
  PSALM: Psalm 23 (responsively) 
 

L – You anoint my head with oil.  (Ps. 23:5) 
 
1The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not be in want. 
2The LORD makes me lie down in green pastures and leads me beside still waters. 
3You restore my soul, O LORD, and guide me along right pathways for your name's sake. 
4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil; for you are 
with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 
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5You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my head with oil, and my 
cup is running over. 
6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the 
house of the LORD forever. 
 

ALL – You anoint my head with oil. 
 
Because we now live in the divine light that is Jesus Christ, we conduct our lives in ways that reflect 
the light of Christ, so that our activity is truly pleasing to God. 
 

 SECOND READING:  Ephesians 5:8-14 
 

  The Second Reading is from the 5th chapter of Ephesians. 
 

THE LESSON READS: 
 
8Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children of light—9for the fruit 
of the light is found in all that is good and right and true. 10Try to find out what is pleasing to the 
Lord. 11Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. 12For it is 
shameful even to mention what such people do secretly; 13but everything exposed by the light 
becomes visible, 14for everything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says," Sleeper, awake! 
Rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you." 
 

   Lector: Here ends the reading. 
   Cong:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 * LENTEN VERSE  (sung) 
   Return to the Lord, your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and 
   abounding in steadfast love. 
 
Jesus heals a man born blind, provoking a hostile reaction that he regards as spiritual blindness to 
the things of God. 
 
 * GOSPEL:   John 9:1-41 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to John, the 9th chapter. 
C Glory to you, O Lord.  (sung) 

 

THE GOSPEL READS: 
 
1As [Jesus] walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2His disciples asked him, "Rabbi, who 
sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?" 3Jesus answered, "Neither this man nor his 
parents sinned; he was born blind so that God's works might be revealed in him. 4We must work 
the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming when no one can work. 5As long as I 
am in the world, I am the light of the world." 6When he had said this, he spat on the ground and 
made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man's eyes, 7saying to him, "Go, wash in the 
pool of Siloam" (which means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to see. 8The 
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neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, "Is this not the man who 
used to sit and beg?" 9Some were saying, "It is he." Others were saying, "No, but it is someone like 
him." He kept saying, "I am the man." 10But they kept asking him, "Then how were your eyes 
opened?" 11He answered, "The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, 
'Go to Siloam and wash.' Then I went and washed and received my sight." 12They said to him, 
"Where is he?" He said, "I do not know." 13They brought to the Pharisees the man who had 
formerly been blind. 14Now it was a sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 
15Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how he had received his sight. He said to them, "He put 
mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see." 16Some of the Pharisees said, "This man is not 
from God, for he does not observe the sabbath." But others said, "How can a man who is a sinner 
perform such signs?" And they were divided. 17So they said again to the blind man, "What do you 
say about him? It was your eyes he opened." He said, "He is a prophet." 18The Jews did not believe 
that he had been blind and had received his sight until they called the parents of the man who had 
received his sight 19and asked them, "Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does 
he now see?" 20His parents answered, "We know that this is our son, and that he was born blind; 
21but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he 
is of age. He will speak for himself." 22His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews; for 
the Jews had already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of 
the synagogue. 23Therefore his parents said, "He is of age; ask him." 24So for the second time they 
called the man who had been blind, and they said to him, "Give glory to God! We know that this 
man is a sinner." 25He answered, "I do not know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that 
though I was blind, now I see." 26They said to him, "What did he do to you? How did he open your 
eyes?" 27He answered them, "I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to 
hear it again? Do you also want to become his disciples?" 28Then they reviled him, saying, "You are 
his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 29We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this 
man, we do not know where he comes from." 30The man answered, "Here is an astonishing thing! 
You do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. 31We know that God does not 
listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who worships him and obeys his will. 32Never since the 
world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. 33If this man 
were not from God, he could do nothing." 34They answered him, "You were born entirely in sins, 
and are you trying to teach us?" And they drove him out. 35Jesus heard that they had driven him out, 
and when he found him, he said, "Do you believe in the Son of Man?" 36He answered, "And who is 
he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in him." 37Jesus said to him, "You have seen him, and the one 
speaking with you is he." 38He said, "Lord, I believe." And he worshiped him. 39Jesus said, "I came 
into this world for judgment so that those who do not see may see, and those who do see may 
become blind." 40Some of the Pharisees near him heard this and said to him, "Surely we are not 
blind, are we?" 41Jesus said to them, "If you were blind, you would not have sin. But now that you 
say, 'We see,' your sin remains." 
 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 
   C Praise to you, O Christ.  (sung) 
 

SERMON                                                                                                  Rev. James Bricker 
 * HYMN OF THE DAY              “Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing”              #559 LBW 
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 * APOSTLES’ CREED (all) 
  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by the power 
of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried.  He descended into hell.  On the third day he 

  rose again.  He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the 
  Father.  He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  
Amen. 

 
 * PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P Lifting our voices and turning toward God, let us pray for the church, the earth, and 
all who are in need. 

A brief silence. 
      P God of the ages, as your church prepares your table for all to celebrate in one holy 

meal, restore the unity of those who gather in your name. Hear us, O God. 
C Your mercy is great. 
P You shed light on your creation. Let the changing of the seasons bring forth growth 

and new life from what was dormant and fallow. Hear us, O God. 
C Your mercy is great. 
P Shine your light on the people of every nation. Reveal your reconciling love in places 

where fear and conflict thrive. Hear us, O God. 
C Your mercy is great. 
P God of wholeness, bring clarity to those in confusing times, bring healing to those in 

painful times, bring peace to those in trying times.  (We pray especially for all of our 
shut-ins: Reba Sigler, Kitty Walters, Flo Beale, Jean McNaight, Jane Marhefka, Ruth 
Cisney, Ray Bramm, Dottie Smith, Dorothy Cleck, Carol Simonton, Lura Aughey, 
Mona Lawson, Sara Ann Aurand, Betty Karstetter, and Jim Yetter).  And for Bob & 
Jeanette St. Clair, Rick Waller, Sr., Avonel Waller, Jim Woltman, Bob Cameron, 
Michal Gayer, Letha Swab, Joan Foltz, Mary Ernest, John Miller, Orville Graybill, 
Harold ‘Butch’ Oberholtzer, Randy Clark, Joyce Doyle, Steve Bahorik, Gary Bechtold, 
Pete Swab (Letha & Clark Swab’s daughter), Joan Fulkroad, Bill Holderman, Don 
Clark, Seth Arentz, Tom Lyter, Charlie Stouffer, Andrea Cameron, Laine Guiser, 
Rowe Shepps, Tom Ernest, and Teresa Kauffman.  Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
P Restore, renew, and enliven the ministry and work of this congregation. Help us to see 

your purpose clearly. Hear us, O God. 
C Your mercy is great. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

      P We remember and give thanks for those who have joined you in eternal light. Let their 
lives of faith shine in our hearts and guide our paths. Hear us, O God. 
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C Your mercy is great. 
      P Into your hands, merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 

steadfast love; through Christ our Lord. 
C Amen. 

  
  OFFERING 
  OFFERTORY: 
 
[Please pass the Friendship Pad down your pew for all to sign and then back to the center aisle so 
everyone has the opportunity to read the names.  We request that our guests also give us their 
home address.  Thank you]. 
 
  ANTHEM: 
 
 * SUNG OFFERTORY (sung) 
   Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.  Cast me 
   not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me.  Restore to 
   me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me with your free Spirit. 
 
 * OFFERING PRAYER 

P Merciful God, receive the sacrifice of our praise and thanksgiving and the offering of 
our lives, that following in the way of the cross, we may know the joy of the 
resurrection; through Christ our Lord. 

   C Amen. 
 
MEAL 

* THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
  P With his Body and Blood, Jesus Christ delivers us from the power of darkness. 
  C and leads us into the Kingdom of God. 
  P Christ has humbled himself and become obedient unto death, 
  C even to death on a cross. 
  P He was wounded for our transgressions and bruised for our iniquities, 
  C and on him was the chastisement that made us whole. 
  P Here at his holy table he feeds us now with his Body and Blood. 
  C Glory to you, our Lord and Savior; with your Body and Blood you redeem the 
   World. 

 
* EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
  P Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God.  The universe declares your 
   praise: beyond the stars; beneath the sea; within each cell; with every breath. 
  C We praise you, O God. 
  P Generations bless your faithfulness: through the water; by night and day; across 
   the wilderness; out of exile; into the future. 
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  C We bless you, O God. 
  P We give you thanks for your dear Son: at the heart of human life; near to those 
   who suffer; beside the sinner; among the poor; with us now. 
  C We thank you, O God. 
  P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
   thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 
   body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
   Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
   saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 
   people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
   Remembering his love for us on the way, at the table, and to the end, we 
   proclaim the mystery of faith. 
  C Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 
  P We pray for the gift of your Spirit: in our gathering; within this meal; among your 
   people; throughout the world.  Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God, 
   through Christ Jesus, by your Spirit, in your church, without end. 
  C Amen. 
 

 * THE LORD’S PRAYER [‘trespasses’] (all) 
  C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
    those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
    us from evil. 
   For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  

Amen. 
 

 * INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
  P Return to God with all your heart.  Receive bread for the journey, drink for the desert. 

 
(If you desire, you may take a gluten free wafer located on the oak pedestal on the step in front of 
the chancel). 
 

DISTRIBUTION 
[“INTINCTION” – dip your wafer in the wine.  Come forward by the center aisle and return by 
the side aisle.  All who wish to stand at the chancel rail after partaking for a time of silent 
meditation are invited to do so]. 
 

* COMMUNION BLESSING 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. 
C Amen. 
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* PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
P Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven.  Sustain us in our 

Lenten pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger for justice, our alms, a making of peace, 
and our prayer, the song of grateful hearts; through Christ our Lord. 

   C Amen. 
 
SENDING 
 * BLESSING 
      P May God who has called us forth from the dust of the earth, and claimed us as 

children of the light, strengthen you on your journey into life renewed.  The Lord bless 
you and keep you.   The Lord's face shine upon you with grace and mercy.  The Lord 
look upon you with favor and give you + peace. 

   C A-men, A-men, A-men.  (sung) 
 

* DISMISSAL 
P Marked with the cross of Christ, go forth to love and serve the Lord. 
C   Thanks be to God. 

 
 CLOSING CHIMES 
 
Reprinted from Words for Worship, copyright 2016 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. Scripture 
quotations (except psalms) from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 Division of Christian 
Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the USA. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 
NEXT WEEK’S WORSHIP LEADER – Rev. Chris Mathiason     
NEXT WEEK’S LECTOR – Linda Bahorik 
NEXT WEEK’S ALTAR GUILD – Kay Varner 
NEXT WEEK’S GREETERS – Stan & Missy Ehrisman 

 
VISITORS INFORMATION 
VISITORS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME to worship at Messiah.  We invite you to register your visit not only in 
the Friendship Pads but also in the guest book provided in the Narthex.  If you are seeking a church home, please 
speak to the Pastor or indicate such in the Friendship Pads being sure to include your contact information.  Our 
fellowship in Jesus Christ is open and extended to all persons who confess His Lordship over all life.  Thank you 
for worshiping with us. 
 
VISITORS ARE INVITED TO COMMUNE with us if they are baptized, and if with us in our faith, they trust 
Jesus’ promise of the presence of the Body and Blood of Christ. 
 
GLUTEN FREE WAFERS ARE ALSO PROVIDED FOR COMMUNION.  Wine and wheat wafers are used 
and if you so desire, you may take a gluten free wafer located on the oak pedestal on the step in front of the 
chancel. 
 
IF YOU WISH TO USE OR FOLLOW THE LITURGY MUSIC as we proceed through the service today, please 
use the purple portfolios placed on top of the sound control system.  In addition, headsets are available in the 
Narthex for our sound enhancement system for the hearing impaired. 
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WE INVITE EVERYONE (members and visitors) worshiping with us today to sign the Friendship Pads during 
the Organ Offertory.  If you are a visitor, please be sure to include your address when signing.  Please also place a 
check mark in the box (beside your name) if you are communing today and have not as yet given us a record of 
your participation in the sacrament during this quarter.  (A new quarter begins in January, April, July, and October). 
The pads are found on the aisle seat of each pew in the nave, and in each section of the Adult Sunday School 
Room. 
 
THIS MORNING WE ARE LED IN WORSHIP by Rev. James Bricker.  We welcome him and pray God’s 
blessing on him as he ministers to us this morning. 
 
JUST A THOUGHT – C. S. Lewis, Oxford Professor, Christian Writer and self-made Theologian (1898 – 1963): 
Christians believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God because He said so.  The other evidence about Him has 
convinced them that He was neither a lunatic nor a quack. 
 
CONGREGATIONAL NEWS 

  PRAYER CHAIN – Any time you wish to add a name to our prayer list, please contact Stacie Kint at 
dskint@nmax.net.  If at any time you would like to receive emails with prayer requests, please also contact Stacie. 
 
THE DEADLINE for all items to be included in the Sunday bulletin is Thursday noon. 
 
PRAYER REQUESTS will be placed in the Sunday bulletin for one month.  If you wish to have someone 
included in the prayer list for an additional month, please contact Judy directly at the church office at 436-6213 or 
at messiahlutheran@pa.net.  If you have anyone who is a “last minute” addition after the bulletin has been printed 
on Fridays, please fill out an orange prayer card in the pew and lay it on the stand where the gluten free wafers are 
placed PRIOR to the morning worship service. 
 
PLEASE NOTIFY THE CHURCH OFFICE for any change in addresses, phone numbers, email addresses, or for 
any requests for building usage.  There are a lot of activities and some coordination is needed so events are not 
“overbooked” in any specific areas of the church (this also applies to church groups who meet in the church).  
Please contact the office at 436-6213 or email messiahlutheran@pa.net for any changes or requests.  
 
NEW MEMBER AND FIRST COMMUNION CLASSES will be offered at Messiah.  Anyone who is interested 
may call the church office at 436-6213 or email messiahlutheran@pa.net or contact Sam Leister at 436-8589 or 
sleister@nmax.net  
 
MEMBERS OF MESSIAH LUTHERAN CHURCH will be traveling to Sight and Sound Theatres on Saturday, 
May 6, 2017 to see a presentation of Jonah.  The tour includes motor coach transportation, buffet lunch at Shady 
Maple Smorgasbord, and a matinee show ticket.  See bulletin flyer for details and contact Kate Swailes with any 
questions.  Invite your friends and family members. 
 
THERE WILL BE A BOWLING OUTING for youth 5th grade and up on Saturday, April 1 at 4:30 p.m. at Ney’s 
Bowling Center.  All youth are invited….NO FOOLING! 
 
MESSIAH’S DOORS will be unlocked at 8:30 a.m. on Sunday mornings for Sunday School and Worship. 
 
FINANCIAL DOCUMENTS – Any Messiah member who wishes to receive the monthly financial reports and the 
weekly tallies by email, please send Ann Beaver (annbeaver@embarqmail.com) your email address. 
 
COPIES OF JANUARY PPC MINUTES are available in the Adult Sunday School Room. 
 
 

mailto:dskint@nmax.net
mailto:messiahlutheran@pa.net
mailto:messiahlutheran@pa.net
mailto:messiahlutheran@pa.net
mailto:sleister@nmax.net
mailto:annbeaver@embarqmail.com
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WEEKLY FINANCIAL REPORT: 
March 19, 2017 Worship Service                       Sunday School                Other Funds 
Attendance – 68                      Attendance – 35             Sunday School -         $  80.00 
Total Offering - $2536.00                                                           Benevolence -                65.00 
          625.00                                                           Building Fund -            280.00 
General Fund -  $ 1911.00                                                                          Flowers -                        20.00 
                                                                 Summer Camp -           180.00 
                                                                                                  $  625.00 
 
FEBRUARY FINANCIAL REPORT PACKETS (with YELLOW covers) are available in the back of the 
sanctuary.  If you have any questions, call Ann Beaver at 436-9382. 
 
VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED to press quilt tops for “The Needlers.” Tops can be taken home and pressed 
and brought back to the church.  Anyone who is interested, please contact one of “The Needlers.” 
 
GET EXCITED FOR CAMP THIS SUMMER! Campers of all ages are invited to come to Mount Luther this 
summer and take advantage of all the programs they have to offer! There are traditional, specialty and trip camps 
for school-aged kids and Family Camp for kids and adults.  Mount Luther is located five miles west of Mifflinburg 
in Union County.  This year’s theme is “The Water of Life” giving campers a new awareness of how water and life 
are gifts from God.  Don’t forget that if you register before April 1, 2017 you receive a discount on your camp fee. 
Or, if you bring a friend to camp who’s never been there, you and the friend (or sibling or church buddy) can both 
get $25 off your registration. 
 
KATE SWAILES is serving this year as our camp person, a liaison between Mount Luther and our congregation.  
Because we have a camp person, you can see her to get an additional discount in the camp store! For more 
information on summer camp programs, you can contact Kate or visit the camp website at 
www.campmountluther.org.  Submit your registration form to Kate along with a $50 payment payable to Messiah 
Lutheran Church which will go toward the non-refundable deposit.  Kate will submit the forms to Mount Luther. 
 
WEIS AND GIANT GIFT CARDS are available to purchase from the Disciples Class.  This is a very important 
outreach ministry that helps neighbors in need in our own community.  We thank each and every one for 
continued support of this very worthwhile project. 
 
HELP AVAILABLE – If you or someone you know needs help with home repairs or yard work, there are 
volunteers in our community who may be able to help.  For more information, contact Michael “Doc” Johnston at 
436-9209. 
 
WEEKLY CHURCH OFFICE HOURS are as follows: 
 Tuesday – 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
 Thursday – 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

 Friday – 12:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m. 
 
WOMEN OF THE ELCA 
NEW BATH-SIZE BARS OF SOAP (4oz. to 5oz., preferably Ivory or unscented Dove) is continuously collected 
as an on-going project for Lutheran World Relief.  Please place soap in the basket on the blue table in the Adult 
Sunday School Room. 
 
THE NEXT MEETING OF MESSIAH WOMEN OF THE ELCA will be held on Thursday, April 13, 2017 at 
7:00 p.m. in the Youth Area.  Cynthia Smith will be devotional leader. 
 
 

http://www.campmountluther.org/
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ITEMS FOR THE SEAFARERS BAGS will be collected through next summer, that way everyone will get to take 
advantage of any holiday saving and after Christmas sales for the winter items.  Items needed are: 
 -1 sweatshirt, preferably hooded (sizes L-XL) 
 -3 pairs of socks (thermal or white gym socks) 
 -1 pull-over T-shirt (sizes M-L) 
 -1 knit heavy winter cap 
 
COMMUNITY 

FOOD PANTRY NEEDS FOR FEBRUARY 
ALL NON-PERISHABLE FOODS; BABY 

SUPPLIES: DIAPERS (SIZES 4-6), BABY SHAMPOO, 
BABY LOTION, DIAPER RASH OINTMENT. 

DONATIONS OF CASH/GIFT CARDS ARE ALSO APPRECIATED! 
 

COMMUNITY LENTEN SERVICES 
 

MAUNDY THURSDAY SERVICE:  7:00 p.m. April 13th at St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church with Pastor Dan 
Kerlin preaching. 
 
GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE:  12:00 Noon April 14th at Messiah Lutheran Church with Pastor Chris Mathiason 
preaching and Sam Leister assisting with the service. 
 

*THE COMMUNITY IS INVITED TO WORSHIP EACH WEDNESDAY OF LENT (MARCH 8 TO APRIL 

5) AT 7:00 P.M. AT ST. STEPHEN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH. 
 
THE COMMUNITY WOMEN’S LENTEN TEAS will be held each Wednesday in Lent with fellowship at 9:30 
a.m. and Bible Study at 10:00 a.m.  The study will be on the book “Wind in the Wilderness.” Teas will be held at 
the following locations: 
      March 29  Aldersgate Methodist Church 
      April 5   St. Jude’s Catholic Church 
 
PORT ROYAL COMMUNITY LENTEN TEAS will be held at 10:00 a.m. each Tuesday during Lent and will be 
hosted by the Port Royal Presbyterian Church.  The theme will be They Knew How to Pray.  Teas will be held on 
the following dates: 
 
  March 28  Speaker:  Ted Kepner                       Topic:  The Prayer Life of David 
  April 4   Speaker:  Skip Kepner                      Topic:  The Prayer Life of Paul 
  April 11  Speaker:  Pastor Crystal Lyde            Topic:  Your Prayer Life 
 

COMMUNITY MEN’S LENTEN PRAYER BREAKFAST SPEAKERS FOR PORT ROYAL: 
(7:00 a.m. at the Port Royal Community Building) 

 
  April 1   Mr. Warren Wagner                    Free Spring Church of the Brethren 
  April 8   Mr. Don Musser                         Faith Community Church 
  April 15  Rev. Bob Landis                         River Church 
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THIS WEEK AT MESSIAH 
 
Today:    -9:15 a.m., Sunday School/Confirmation Class. 
     -FOOD PANTRY SUNDAY. 
     -10:30 a.m., Worship/Communion/Jr. Church  (Worship Leader:  Rev. James Bricker). 
     -Worship & Music Committee meeting following worship service. 
     -7 p.m., PPC meeting in Youth Area. 
 

Monday:   -6:30 p.m., Knitters in Jr. Church Room. 
     -6:30 p.m., Property Committee meeting in Choir Room. 
     -8 p.m., AA meeting in Fellowship Hall. 
 

Tuesday:   -9 a.m., “The Needlers” in Fellowship Hall. 
 

Wednesday:  -9:30 a.m., Women’s Lenten Tea at Aldersgate Methodist Church. 
     -8 p.m., Choir rehearsal in Rearick Room. 
 

Sunday:   -9:15 a.m., Sunday School/Confirmation Class. 
     -10:30 a.m., Worship/Communion/Sacrament of Holy Baptism  (Worship Leader: Rev. Chris 
      Mathiason).   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


