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Messiah Lutheran Church 

3 South Third Street 
Mifflintown, PA 17059 

Church Office / 436-6213 
 

The Rev. Chris Mathiason      Interim Pastor 
Lay Worship Leader      Richard Beck 
Andrea Cameron                               Choir Director 
June Bricker        Organist 
Bob St. Clair        Lector 
Kay Varner        Altar Guild 
Garrett Berry & Caden Swailes    Acolytes 
Don & Barb Geedey      Greeters 
 

SUNDAY OF THE PASSION/PALM SUNDAY 
April 9, 2017 – 10:30 a.m. 

 

*Please Stand as YOU Are Able 
 

PEOPLE TO REMEMBER IN PRAYER TODAY 
 

Those we want to remember in prayer today—please refer to “Prayers of Intercession.” 
 

PREPARATION 
CHIMES: CALL TO WORSHIP 
PRELUDE: 
 [A Time for Meditation and Prayer] 
GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
INTRODUCTION 
Today's liturgy begins with a palm procession, commemorating Jesus' triumphal entry into 
Jerusalem. Quickly the tone of the service changes as we meditate upon Jesus' passion and 
death. Because this story is so central to our faith, we hear Matthew's account of the passion 
today and John's version on Good Friday. Though Jesus is obedient even unto death on the 
cross, he is exalted by God. We gather to remember his offering for the life of the world, and 
to be fed by his life-giving mercy. This holy week will culminate in the celebration of the 
Three Days of Jesus' suffering, death, and resurrection. 
 

     * PROCESSION WITH PALMS 
       P Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 

C Hosanna in the highest. 
       P Let us pray, 

We praise you, O God, for redeeming the world through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
Today he entered the holy city in triumph and was proclaimed messiah and king by 
those who spread garments and branches along his way. Bless these branches and 
those who carry them. Grant us grace to follow our Lord in the way of the cross, so 
that, joined to his death and resurrection, we enter into life with you; through the same 
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Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

       C Amen 
 
     * PROCESSIONAL GOSPEL: Matthew 21:1-11 
 
1When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus 
sent two disciples, 2saying to them, "Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately you will find 
a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. 3If anyone says anything to 
you, just say this, 'The Lord needs them.' And he will send them immediately." 4This took place to 
fulfill what had been spoken through the prophet, saying, 
 5"Tell the daughter of Zion, Look, your king is coming to you, humble, and mounted on a 
donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a donkey." 

6The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; 7they brought the donkey and the 
colt, and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. 8A very large crowd spread their cloaks on 
the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. 9The crowds that 
went ahead of him and that followed were shouting, 
 "Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Hosanna in highest heaven!" 

10When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, "Who is this?" 11The 
crowds were saying, "This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee." 
 
     * THANKSGIVING (raise your palms) 
       P The Lord be with you. 
       C And also with you. 
       P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
       C It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
       P We praise and thank you, O God, for the great acts of love by which you have 

redeemed us through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  On this day he entered the 
holy city of Jerusalem in triumph, and was acclaimed Son of David and King of kings 
by those who scattered their garments and branches of palm in His path.  We ask that 
you bless these branches and those who bear them, and grant that we may ever hail 
him as our Lord and King and follow him with perfect confidence; through the same 
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

       C Amen 
 

* PROCESSIONAL 
      P Let us go forth in peace.      C In the name of Christ.  Amen. 

 
     * PROCESSIONAL HYMN             “All Glory, Laud, and Honor”             #108 Green Book 
 

      P Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
      C Hosanna in the highest. 
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 * SHARING OF GOD’S PEACE 
   P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
   C And also with you. 
   Congregational sharing:     “Peace be with you.” 
 
 * PRAYER OF THE DAY (spoken in unison) 
   P Let us pray… 
   C Everlasting God, in your endless love for the human race you sent our Lord 

Jesus Christ to take on our nature and to suffer death on the cross. In your 
mercy enable us to share in his obedience to your will and in the glorious 
victory of his resurrection, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.  Amen 

 
WORD 
The servant of the Lord expresses absolute confidence in his final vindication, despite the fact that 
he has been struck and spit upon. This characteristic of the servant played an important role in the 
early church’s understanding of the suffering, death, and resurrection of Jesus. 
 

  FIRST READING:  Isaiah 50:4-9a 
 

   The First Reading is from the 50th chapter of Isaiah. 
 

THE LESSON READS:
 

The Lord GOD has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know how to sustain the weary 
with a word.  Morning by morning he wakens—wakens my ear to listen as those who are taught.  
5The Lord GOD has opened my ear, and I was not rebellious, I did not turn backward.  6I gave my 
back to those who struck me, and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; I did not hide my 
face from insult and spitting. 

7The Lord GOD helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced; therefore I have set my face 
like flint, and I know that I shall not be put to shame; 8he who vindicates me is near.  Who will 
contend with me? Let us stand up together.  Who are my adversaries? Let them confront me.  9It is 
the Lord GOD who helps me; who will declare me guilty? 
 

   Lector: Here ends the reading.  
   Cong:  Thanks be to God. 
 
  PSALM: Psalm 31:9-16 (responsively) 
L Into your hands, O LORD, I commend my spirit.  (Ps. 31:5) 
 

Have mercy on me, O LORD, for I am in trouble; my eye is consumed with sorrow, and also my 
throat and my belly. 

10For my life is wasted with grief, and my years with sighing; my strength fails me because 
of affliction, and my bones are consumed. 
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11I am the scorn of my enemies, a disgrace to my neighbors, a dismay to my acquaintances; when 
they see me in the street they avoid me. 

12Like the dead I am forgotten, out of mind; I am as useless as a broken pot. 
13For I have heard the whispering of the crowd; fear is all around; they put their heads together 

against me; they plot to take my life. 
14But as for me, I have trusted in you, O LORD.  I have said, "You are my God. 
15My times are in your hand; rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who 

persecute me. 
16Let your face shine upon your servant; save me in your steadfast love." 
 

ALL Into your hands, O LORD, I commend my spirit. 
 
Paul uses an early Christian hymn to help us comprehend Jesus’ obedient selflessness on the cross 
and how God has made Christ lord over all reality. The perspective of the cross becomes the way 
we rightly understand God, Christ, our own lives, and fellowship within the community of Christ. 
 

SECOND READING:  Philippians 2:5-11 
 

  The Second Reading is from the 2nd chapter of Philippians. 
 

THE LESSON READS: 
 

Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 6who, though he was in the form of God, did 
not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, 7but emptied himself, 
taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness.  And being found in human form, 
8he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death—even death on a cross. 
 9Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, 10so 
that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11and 
every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
 

   Lector: Here ends the reading. 
   Cong:  Thanks be to God. 
 
  LENTEN VERSE (sung) (remain seated) 
   Return to the Lord your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and 
   abounding in steadfast love. 
 
Through the teachings and events of the passion story we see and hear the great contradictions that 
characterize the coming of God's reign. The leader serves, the empty disciples are able to fill others, 
proud Peter is revealed in his cowardice, and Jesus—the innocent bringer of life—is arrested, 
beaten, executed, and buried 
 
  THE PASSION ACCORDING TO MATTHEW 
 * HYMN OF THE DAY              “In the Cross of Christ I Glory”              #104 Green Book 
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 * APOSTLES’ CREED 
  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by the power 
of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried.  He descended into hell.  On the third day he 

  rose again.  He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the 
  Father.  He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  
Amen. 
 

 * PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
P Lifting our voices and turning toward God, let us pray for the church, the earth, and 

all who are in need. 
A brief silence. 
P Redeeming God, your church proclaims your gospel of truth and courage. Gather 

your children together to share in the promise of Christ. Hear us, O God. 
C Your mercy is great. 
P Hosanna, Son of David. Lead your children to care for your good creation and all its 

inhabitants: lands, waters, plants, and all living creatures. Hear us, O God. 
C Your mercy is great. 
P Soften the hearts of political leaders who ignore or deny suffering, struggle, and 

injustice. Lift up leaders who seek your will for the sake of their people. Hear us, O 
God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
P Bring companionship to those who feel abandoned, comfort to those in pain, hope to 

those in despair, and healing to all in need (especially for all of our shut-ins: Reba 
Sigler, Kitty Walters, Jean McNaight, Jane Marhefka, Ruth Cisney, Ray Bramm, Dottie 
Smith, Dorothy Cleck, Carol Simonton, Lura Aughey, Mona Lawson, Sara Ann 
Aurand, Betty Karstetter, and Jim Yetter).  And for Bob & Jeanette St. Clair, Rick 
Waller, Sr., Avonel Waller, Jim Woltman, Bob Cameron, Michal Gayer, Letha Swab, 
Mary Ernest, John Miller, Orville Graybill, Harold ‘Butch’ Oberholtzer, Randy Clark, 
Joyce Doyle, Steve Bahorik, Gary Bechtold, Pete Swab (Letha & Clark Swab’s 
daughter), Joan Fulkroad, Bill Holderman, Don Clark, Seth Arentz, Tom Lyter, 
Charlie Stouffer, Andrea Cameron, Tom Ernest, Teresa Kauffman, Margaret Lowery, 
and Sandy Pines.  Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
P Walk with this community as we remember your life-giving passion and death. Send 

us forth burning with desire to share your word with a hurting world. Hear us, O 
God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
   Here other intercessions may be offered. 
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   P We remember those who were imprisoned or martyred for their faith (especially the 
theologian Dietrich Bonhoeffer) and give thanks for their bold confession and 
witness. Hear us, O God. 

   C Your mercy is great. 
P Into your hands, merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 

steadfast love; through Christ our Lord. 
C Amen. 

 
  OFFERING 
  OFFERTORY: 
[Please pass the Friendship Pad down your pew for all to sign and then back to the center aisle so 
everyone has the opportunity to read the names.  We request that our guests also give us their 
home address.  Thank you]. 
 
  ANTHEM: 
 
 * SUNG OFFERTORY (sung) 
   Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.  Cast me 
   not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me.  Restore to 
   me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me with your free Spirit. 
 
 * OFFERING PRAYER 
      P Merciful God, receive the sacrifice of our praise and thanksgiving and the offering of 

our lives, that following in the way of the cross, we may know the joy of the 
resurrection; through Christ our Lord. 

   C Amen 
 
MEAL 

* THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
  P With his Body and Blood, Jesus Christ delivers us from the power of darkness. 
  C and leads us into the Kingdom of God. 
  P Christ has humbled himself and become obedient unto death, 
  C even to death on a cross. 
  P He was wounded for our transgressions and bruised for our iniquities, 
  C and on him was the chastisement that made us whole. 
  P Here at his holy table he feeds us now with his Body and Blood. 
  C Glory to you, our Lord and Savior; with your Body and Blood you redeem the 
   World. 

 
* EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

 P Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God.  The universe declares your 
  praise: beyond the stars; beneath the sea; within each cell; with every breath. 
 C We praise you, O God. 
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 P Generations bless your faithfulness: through the water; by night and day; across 
  the wilderness; out of exile; into the future. 
 C We bless you, O God. 
 P We give you thanks for your dear Son: at the heart of human life; near to those 
  who suffer; beside the sinner; among the poor; with us now. 
 C We thank you, O God. 
 P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
  thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 
  body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
  saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 
  people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  Remembering his love for us on the way, at the table, and to the end, we 
  proclaim the mystery of faith. 
 C Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 
 P We pray for the gift of your Spirit: in our gathering; within this meal; among your 
  people; throughout the world.  Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God, 
  through Christ Jesus, by your Spirit, in your church, without end. 
 C Amen 

 
 * THE LORD’S PRAYER [‘trespasses’] (all) 

  C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
    those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
    us from evil. 
   For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  

Amen 
   
 * INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

  P Return to God with all your heart.  Receive bread for the journey, drink for the desert. 
 

(If you desire, you may take a gluten free wafer located on the oak pedestal on the step in front of 
the chancel). 
 

DISTRIBUTION 
[“INTINCTION” – dip your wafer in the wine.  Come forward by the center aisle and return by 
the side aisle.  All who wish to stand at the chancel rail after partaking for a time of silent 
meditation are invited to do so]. 
 
 
 
 



 
9 

* COMMUNION BLESSING 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. 
C Amen 

 
* PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

P Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven.  Sustain us in our 
Lenten pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger for justice, our alms, a making of peace, 
and our prayer, the song of grateful hearts; through Christ our Lord 

   C Amen 
 
SENDING 
 * BLESSING 
      P May God who has called us forth from the dust of the earth, and claimed us as 

children of the light, strengthen you on your journey into life renewed.  The Lord bless 
you and keep you.  The Lord's face shine upon you with grace and mercy.  The Lord 
look upon you with favor and give you + peace. 

   C A-men, A-men, A-men  (sung) 
 
 * CLOSING HYMN             “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”            #482 Green Book 

 
* DISMISSAL 

P Marked with the cross of Christ, go forth to love and serve the Lord. 
C   Thanks be to God. 
 

 * POSTLUDE: 
 
NEXT WEEK’S LECTOR – Andrea Cameron 
NEXT WEEK’S ALTAR GUILD – Kay Varner (Cup Communion – Clint & Jamie Miller) 
NEXT WEEK’S ACOLYTES – Harrison Mummah & Braedon Walton 
 
WELCOME 
VISITORS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME to worship at Messiah.  We invite you to register your visit not only in 
the Friendship Pads but also in the guest book provided in the Narthex.  If you are seeking a church home, please 
speak to the Pastor or indicate such in the Friendship Pads being sure to include your contact information.  Our 
fellowship in Jesus Christ is open and extended to all persons who confess His Lordship over all life.  Thank you 
for worshiping with us. 
 
VISITORS ARE INVITED TO COMMUNE with us if they are baptized, and if with us in our faith, they trust 
Jesus’ promise of the presence of the Body and Blood of Christ. 
 
GLUTEN FREE WAFERS ARE ALSO PROVIDED FOR COMMUNION.  Wine and wheat wafers are used 
and if you so desire, you may take a gluten free wafer located on the oak pedestal on the step in front of the 
chancel. 
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IF YOU WISH TO USE OR FOLLOW THE LITURGY MUSIC as we proceed through the service today, please 
use the purple portfolios placed on top of the sound control system.  In addition, headsets are available in the 
Narthex for our sound enhancement system for the hearing impaired. 
 
WE INVITE EVERYONE (members and visitors) worshiping with us today to sign the Friendship Pads during 
the Organ Offertory.  If you are a visitor, please be sure to include your address when signing.  Please also place a 
check mark in the box (beside your name) if you are communing today and have not as yet given us a record of 
your participation in the sacrament during this quarter.  (A new quarter begins in January, April, July, and October). 
The pads are found on the aisle seat of each pew in the nave, and in each section of the Adult Sunday School 
Room
 
TODAY OUR CHANCEL is decorated with palms as we observe Palm Sunday.  We are also reliving the events of 
Holy Week that culminate with Christ’s crucifixion.  Therefore, our altar vases hold not only palms but also 5 red 
flowers reminding us of the five wounds of Christ (the nails in his hands and feet and the spear in his side) as he 
hung on the cross. 
 
THIS MORNING WE ARE LED IN WORSHIP by Richard Beck an Authorized Lay Worship Leader of the 
Upper Susquehanna Synod.  Authorized Lay Worship Leaders have received extensive training so as to provide 
worship leadership and preaching, and also have been authorized by the bishop of the synod to preside at the 
Eucharist in specific situations.  The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) is committed to ordained 
ministry as the primary means for filling the needs of this church for Word and Sacrament, but at this place in the 
church’s pilgrimage, the church’s inability to provide all congregations with full-time ordained pastoral ministry 
presents a challenge.  On any given Sunday, congregations have needs that cannot be met by available ordained 
ministers.  Therefore, because it is the bishop’s responsibility to meet the Word and Sacrament needs of the 
congregations in this synod, synodically authorized lay worship leaders are trained to meet this need.  On behalf of 
the whole church, Bishop Collins is deeply gratified by the ministry of these servants of the Gospel. 
 
THE INDIVIDUAL PALMS are given to the Glory of God and in memory of Mrs. Ira (Floss) Smith, who for 
many years donated the palm fronds on Palm Sunday. 
 
PRAYER REQUESTS will be placed in the weekly bulletin for one month.  If you wish to have someone included 
in the prayer list for more than one month, please call the church office. 
 
THE DEADLINE FOR ALL ITEMS TO BE INCLUDED IN THE SUNDAY BULLETIN IS THURSDAY 
NOON. 
 
JUST A THOUGHT – Stephen Charnock, Presbyterian Clergyman (1628 – 1680): We often learn more of God 
under the rod that strikes us, than under the staff that comforts us. 
 
CONGREGATIONAL NEWS 

  PRAYER CHAIN – Any time you wish to add a name to our prayer list, please contact Stacie Kint at 
dskint@nmax.net.  If at any time you would like to receive emails with prayer requests, please also contact Stacie. 
 
THE DEADLINE for all items to be included in the Sunday bulletin is Thursday noon. 
 
PRAYER REQUESTS will be placed in the Sunday bulletin for one month.  If you wish to have someone 
included in the prayer list for an additional month, please contact the church office at 436-6213 or  
messiahlutheran@pa.net.  If you have anyone who is a “last minute” addition after the bulletin has been printed on 
Fridays, please fill out an orange prayer card in the pew and lay it on the stand where the gluten free wafers are 
placed PRIOR to the morning worship service. 
 

mailto:dskint@nmax.net
mailto:messiahlutheran@pa.net
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PLEASE NOTIFY THE CHURCH OFFICE for any change in addresses, phone numbers, email addresses, or for 
any requests for building usage.  There are a lot of activities and some coordination is needed so events are not 
“overbooked” in any specific areas of the church (this also applies to church groups who meet in the church).  
Please contact the office at 436-6213 or email messiahlutheran@pa.net for any changes or requests.  
 
MESSIAH YOUTH EASTER EGG HUNT will be held at 10:00 a.m. on Easter Sunday, April 16, 2017.  Any 
candy donations can be taken to the nursery by 9:15 a.m. Easter morning. 
 
SUMMER SERVICE UPDATE – Since Pentecost and Holy Trinity are so late this calendar year, the Board of 
Worship and Music has decided that summer services will begin on Sunday, June 4th and conclude on Sunday, 
September 3rd.  Worship services during the summer will begin at 9:15 a.m.  (The format/liturgy for Pentecost and 
Holy Trinity will remain the same with the summer service format/liturgy beginning on June 18th).  Regular (10:30 
a.m.) worship services will resume on Sunday, September 10th. 
 
NEW MEMBER AND FIRST COMMUNION CLASSES will be offered at Messiah.  Anyone who is interested 
may call the church office at 436-6213 or email messiahlutheran@pa.net or contact Sam Leister at 436-8589 or 
sleister@nmax.net  
 
MEMBERS OF MESSIAH LUTHERAN CHURCH will be traveling to Sight and Sound Theatres on Saturday, 
May 6, 2017 to see a presentation of Jonah.  The tour includes motor coach transportation, buffet lunch at Shady 
Maple Smorgasbord, and a matinee show ticket.  See bulletin flyer for details and contact Kate Swailes with any 
questions.  Invite your friends and family members. 
 
MESSIAH’S DOORS will be unlocked at 8:30 a.m. on Sunday mornings for Sunday School and Worship. 
 
FINANCIAL DOCUMENTS – Any Messiah member who wishes to receive the monthly financial reports and the 
weekly tallies by email, please send Ann Beaver (annbeaver@embarqmail.com) your email address. 
 
COPIES OF JANUARY PPC MINUTES are available in the Adult Sunday School Room. 
 
FEBRUARY FINANCIAL REPORT PACKETS (with YELLOW covers) are available in the back of the 
sanctuary.  If you have any questions, call Ann Beaver at 436-9382. 
 
VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED to press quilt tops for “The Needlers.” Tops can be taken home and pressed 
and brought back to the church.  Anyone who is interested, please contact one of “The Needlers.” 
 
WEEKLY FINANCIAL REPORT: 
April 2, 2017 Worship Service                             Sunday School                Other Funds 
Attendance – 90                      Attendance – 32             Sunday School -         $  91.00 
Total Offering - $5986.00                                                           Benevolence -              400.00 
        1663.00                                                           Building Fund -            610.00 
General Fund -  $ 4323.00                                                                          Flowers -                        40.00 
                                                                 Summer Camp -           472.00 
                                                                 Memorial Fund -            50.00 
                                                                                                  $1663.00 
 
GET EXCITED FOR CAMP THIS SUMMER! Campers of all ages are invited to come to Mount Luther this 
summer and take advantage of all the programs they have to offer! There are traditional, specialty and trip camps 
for school-aged kids and Family Camp for kids and adults.  Mount Luther is located five miles west of Mifflinburg 
in Union County.  This year’s theme is “The Water of Life” giving campers a new awareness of how water and life 
are gifts from God.  Don’t forget that if you register before April 1, 2017 you receive a discount on your camp fee. 

mailto:messiahlutheran@pa.net
mailto:messiahlutheran@pa.net
mailto:sleister@nmax.net
mailto:annbeaver@embarqmail.com
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Or, if you bring a friend to camp who’s never been there, you and the friend (or sibling or church buddy) can both 
get $25 off your registration. 
 
KATE SWAILES is serving this year as our camp person, a liaison between Mount Luther and our congregation.  
Because we have a camp person, you can see her to get an additional discount in the camp store! For more 
information on summer camp programs, you can contact Kate or visit the camp website at 
www.campmountluther.org.  Submit your registration form to Kate along with a $50 payment payable to Messiah 
Lutheran Church which will go toward the non-refundable deposit.  Kate will submit the forms to Mount Luther. 
 
WEIS AND GIANT GIFT CARDS are available to purchase from the Disciples Class.  This is a very important 
outreach ministry that helps neighbors in need in our own community.  We thank each and every one for 
continued support of this very worthwhile project. 
 
HELP AVAILABLE – If you or someone you know needs help with home repairs or yard work, there are 
volunteers in our community who may be able to help.  For more information, contact Michael “Doc” Johnston at 
436-9209. 
 
WEEKLY CHURCH OFFICE HOURS are as follows: 
 Tuesday – 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
 Thursday – 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

 Friday – 12:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m. 
 
WOMEN OF THE ELCA 
NEW BATH-SIZE BARS OF SOAP (4oz. to 5oz., preferably Ivory or unscented Dove) is continuously collected 
as an on-going project for Lutheran World Relief.  Please place soap in the basket on the blue table in the Adult 
Sunday School Room. 
 
THE NEXT MEETING OF MESSIAH WOMEN OF THE ELCA will be held on Thursday, April 13, 2017 at 
7:00 p.m. in the Youth Area.  Cynthia Smith will be devotional leader. 
 
ITEMS FOR THE SEAFARERS BAGS will be collected through the summer.  Items needed are: 
 -1 sweatshirt, preferably hooded (sizes L-XL) 
 -3 pairs of socks (thermal or white gym socks) 
 -1 pull-over T-shirt (sizes M-L) 
 -1 knit heavy winter cap 
 
COMMUNITY 
FOOD PANTRY VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED: 
Food Box Packer – Organized person who works well without supervision to pack supplemental food boxes for 
our elderly and children’s programs. 
Summer Backpack Program – Help register eligible families and fill food boxes with lunch items for children 
throughout the summer months (June-August).  Times available: Monday 9-12, Tuesday 9-12 and 1-5, and Saturday 
9-12. 
Cleaning Angel – Person with a God-given talent for cleaning and organizing.  Approximately 4-6 hours per 
week. 

FOOD PANTRY NEEDS FOR APRIL 
ALL NON-PERISHABLE FOODS, 

CLEANING SUPPLIES: LAUNDRY DETERGENT, DISH SOAP, 
ALL PURPOSE HOUSEHOLD CLEANERS, & 

DONATIONS OF CASH/GIFT CARDS ARE ALSO APPRECIATED! 

http://www.campmountluther.org/
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COMMUNITY LENTEN SERVICES 
 
MAUNDY THURSDAY SERVICE:  7:00 p.m. April 13th at St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church with Pastor Dan 
Kerlin preaching. 
 
GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE:  12:00 Noon April 14th at Messiah Lutheran Church with Pastor Chris Mathiason 
preaching and Sam Leister assisting with the service. 
 
 
PORT ROYAL COMMUNITY LENTEN TEAS will be held at 10:00 a.m. each Tuesday during Lent and will be 
hosted by the Port Royal Presbyterian Church.  The theme will be They Knew How to Pray.  Teas will be held on 
the following dates: 
 
  April 11  Speaker:  Pastor Crystal Lyde            Topic:  Your Prayer Life 

COMMUNITY MEN’S LENTEN PRAYER BREAKFAST SPEAKERS FOR PORT ROYAL: 
(7:00 a.m. at the Port Royal Community Building) 

 
  April 15  Rev. Bob Landis                         River Church 
 
 

THIS WEEK AT MESSIAH 
 
Today:    -Palm Sunday. 
     -9:15 a.m., Sunday School/Confirmation Class. 
     -10:30 a.m., Worship/Communion/Jr. Church.  (Lay Worship Leader: Richard Beck). 
 

Monday:   -6:30 p.m., Knitters in Jr. Church Room. 
     -8 p.m., AA meeting in Fellowship Hall. 
 

Tuesday:   -9 a.m., “The Needlers” in Fellowship Hall. 
     -6:30 p.m., 4-H Beef Club in Youth Area. 
 

Wednesday:  -7 p.m., Choir rehearsal in Rearick Room. 
 

Thursday:   -7 p.m., WELCA meeting in Youth Area. 
     -7 p.m., Maundy Thursday Community Service at St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church. 
 
Friday:   -12:00 Noon, Good Friday Community Service at Messiah. 
 

Sunday:   -The Resurrection of Our Lord. 
     -9:15 a.m., Sunday School/Confirmation Class. 
     -10 a.m., Youth Easter Egg Hunt. 

       -10:30 a.m., Worship/Communion/Jr. Church.  (Lay Worship Leader: Andrea Cameron). 
 
 
 
 


