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 As a young man, I never understood an 
activity that the “older” folk seemed to take some 
pleasure in doing. But my outlook has changed 
quite a bit in the last few years. Now, each time I 
visit a cemetery I am confronted with reminders 
of powerful truths that need frequent 
reinforcement. 
 Wander among graves and you’ll learn 
some things. For one, death is no respecter of 
persons; he visits infants and aged alike. Our 
pilgrimage here is brief, and the grave awaits us. 
We must prepare for that day. 
 But there’s something more certain than 
death: the resurrection of the dead. “Behold, I 
show you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but 
we shall all be changed.” (1 Cor 15:51). As friends 
and family precede us into death, the hope of the 
resurrection becomes even more precious and 
compelling. 
 Epithets from tombstones often have a 
ring of that hope. Here are two I have recently 
seen: “Weep not father and mother for me, for I 
am waiting in glory for thee.” — A 21-year-old 
wife. “Sleep on dear child and take thy rest, in 
Jesus’ arms forever blest.” — A 14-year-old girl. 
Though death may bring sorrow, Christians can 
see beyond the horizon of physical life into 
Paradise (Lk 23:43), where the dead in Christ 
await. 
 Along with ever-faithful friends Dean and 
Mamie Baney and Jan Simmons, we recently 
made another trek to the cemetery where our 
daughter Jenny is buried. Two things are 
especially memorable. 
 For one, we reenacted what has become a 
meaningful tradition. Before leaving, we stand 
near Jenny’s grave to hold hands and pray. Then 
Mr. Baney quotes that thrilling passage (1 Thes 
4:13-18) about Christ’s return. 
 We’re always aware that the voice of the 
archangel and the trump of God could shatter 

our prayers — as the Lord Himself descends from 
heaven with a shout. What a thrill it will be to see 
both living and dead caught up together to meet 
the Lord in the air! 
 Nature provides a graphic foreshadowing 
of the resurrection as winter’s decay invariably 
yields to spring’s new life. This Spring Jan 
lovingly planted a blooming rose on Jenny’s 
grave, carefully watering it with the plant food 
that husband Keith had prepared. 
 From spring to spring, that blooming rose 
should continue to remind us that death is not 
the end. New life is inevitable. For Jenny … and 
for all who are in Christ. 

IN SPRING 
In spring, when sunlight gently falls 

In golden heaps of dappled rays, 
There open windows of recall 

To other springs in other days. 
This spring, on such a wistful day 
‘Twas out of love two freely gave 

A gift of more than words could say: 
A blooming rose to grace a grave. 

Each spring, that blooming rose’s pow’r 
For touching hearts will e’er suffice 

To call to mind another flow’r, 
Our rose who blooms in Paradise. 

 
Copyright © 1999 James McAlister. 

Permission granted for reproduction in exact form. All 
other uses require written permission. 

Find more free articles at www.BulletinInserts.org, a 
ministry of Christian Communicators Worldwide: 

www.CCWtoday.org 

 Congratulations to 
Jonathan and Dani White on 

the birth of their first child, 
Knox Grayson White, born on 
March 2nd!  New grandparents 

are John and Kim White.

http://www.ccwtoday.org/


APRIL 1 -------------------------------- ROMANS 8:6-11 

HOSPICE PATIENTS AND CAREGIVERS 
APRIL 2 ----------------------------------- JOHN 11:1-45 

THOSE WHO MOURN 
APRIL 3 ----------------------- LAMENTATIONS 3:55-58 

CANCER PATIENTS AND THEIR FAMILIES 
APRIL 4 --------------------------- PSALM 118:1-2, 19-29 

PARENTS OF YOUNG CHILDREN 
APRIL 5 ------------------------------ MATTHEW 21:1-11 

THOSE AWAITING ANSWER TO PRAYER 
APRIL 6 -------------------------------- ISAIAH 50:4-9A 

ELEMENTARY AND HIGH SCHOOL TEACHERS 
APRIL 7 --------------------------------- PSALM 31:9-16 

THOSE WHO FEEL ABANDONED 
APRIL 8 ----------------------------- PHILIPPIANS 2:5-11 

ELCA BISHOPS AND PASTORS 
APRIL 9 ---------------------------- MATTHEW 27:11-54 

CHOIR AND WORSHIP LEADERS PREPARING FOR EASTER 
APRIL 10 --------------------------------- PSALM 36:5-11 

THOSE PREPARING FOR BAPTISM 
APRIL 11 -------------------------------- JOHN 12:20-36 

SEEKERS AND THOSE WHO ARE NOT SEEKING 
APRIL 12 ------------------------------- HEBREWS 12:1-3 

THOSE WHO QUESTION JESUS’ FORGIVENESS 
APRIL 13 ---------------------- 1 CORINTHIANS 11:23-26 

THOSE RECEIVING THEIR FIRST COMMUNION 
APRIL 14 ----------------------------- JOHN 18:1 – 19:42 

THOSE NEEDING ASSURANCE OF JESUS’ LOVE 
APRIL 15 -------------------------- MATTHEW 27:57-66 

PRISONERS AND PRISON WORKERS 
APRIL 16 ---------------------------- MATTHEW 28:1-10 

THOSE ENTOMBED BY GRIEF 
APRIL 17 ---------------------------- COLOSSIANS 3:5-11 

BAPTISMAL SPONSORS 
APRIL 18 ------------------------------------- PSALM 114 

POETS AND COMPOSERS 
APRIL 19 ------------------- SONG OF SOLOMON 2:8-15 

MARRIAGE COUNSELORS 
APRIL 20 --------------------------- ACTS 2:14A, 22-32 

YOUTH PREPARING FOR CONFIRMATION 
APRIL 21 -------------------------------------- PSALM 16 

HOMELESS SHELTER RESIDENTS & VOLUNTEERS 
APRIL 22 --------------------------------- 1 PETER 1:3-9 

CONFIRMATION TEACHERS AND MENTORS 
APRIL 23  -------------------------------- JOHN 20:19-31 

THOSE STRUGGLING WITH DOUBT 

APRIL 24 ------------------------------- 1 PETER 1:8B-12 

GRANDPARENTS 
APRIL 25 ----------------------------------- MARK 1:1-15 

MISSIONARIES 
APRIL 26 -------------------------------- 1 PETER 1:13-16 

MINISTRIES WITH FAMILIES 
APRIL 27 ---------------------------- ACTS 2:14A, 36-41 

NURSING HOME RESIDENTS AND STAFF 
APRIL 28 -------------------------- PSALM 116:1-4, 12-19 

CHAPLAINS 
APRIL 29 -------------------------------- 1 PETER 1:17-23 

THOSE IN NEED OF FOOD TODAY  
APRIL 30 -------------------------------- LUKE 24:13-35 

ROAD CONSTRUCTION WORKERS 
 

 PRAYER REQUESTS will be placed in the 
Sunday bulletin for one month.  If you wish to 
have someone included in the prayer list for an 
additional month, please contact Judy directly 
at the church office at 436-6213 or at 
messiahlutheran@pa.net! If you have anyone 
who is a “last minute” addition after the bulletin 
has been printed on Fridays, please fill out an 
orange prayer card in the pew and lay it on the 
stand where the gluten free wafers are placed 
PRIOR to the morning worship service. 
 

LECTORS   
2 Linda Bahorik  
9 Bob St. Clair   
16 Andrea Cameron  
23 Barbara S. Geedey 
30 Ron Yorks 

 
ACOLYTES    
2 Haley Mummah & Hannah Ehrisman 
9 Garrett Berry & Caden Swailes 
16 Harrison Mummah & Braedon Walton 
23 Sloan Smith & Tyler Rosenberry 
30 Haley Mummah & Hannah Ehrisman 
   

GREETERS    
2 Stan & Missy Ehrisman 
9 Don & Barb Geedey 

mailto:messiahlutheran@pa.net


ALTAR GUILD 
April 27 to April 30 ............................. Kay Varner 
 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
2 & 9 NO FLOWERS (Lent)   
16, 23, & 30 OPEN 
  

April 2 ................................. Rev. Chris Mathiason 
April 9............................................... Richard Beck 
April 16 ...................................... Andrea Cameron 
April 23 ............................................... Sam Leister 
April 30 ............. The Rev. Dr. Thomas W. Martin 

 WELCA met on Thursday, March 9th at 7 
P.M. in the Disciples Class room for a presentation by 
Esther Bratton on her recent trip to Liberia.  It was a 
wonderful presentation and made everyone present 
very thankful for what we have.  The purpose of the 
trip was to further relationships with the people of 
Liberia.  However, Esther learned of the many needs 
of the people living there. Esther showed a power 
point presentation of their travels and the many 
people they met during their stay in Liberia. She also 
brought a variety of items to show to us that she 
purchased while in the country.   
 We had a very nice turn out for Esther's 
presentation.  
 Barb briefly discussed our next project 
through the ELCA.  Wayne Miller has completed a 
chart for the presentation to the congregation.  Barb 
will be presenting it very soon. 
 Barb also thanked everyone for helping with 
the first Lenten Tea held at our church. 
 The WELCA Synod Convention will be held at 
Camp Mt. Luther again this year on Saturday, July 
22nd.  Information will be coming soon.  The Day of 
Learning will be held on Saturday, April 22 with the 
place to be determined. 
 Our meeting closed with refreshments of cake 
and ice cream. 
 Cynthia Smith will be our April devotion 
leader.  The meeting will be held on Thursday, April 
13th at 7 P.M. 

 Weis and Giant gift cards are available to 
purchase from the Disciples Class.  This is a very 
important outreach ministry that helps 
neighbors in need in our own community.  We 
thank each and every one for continued support 
of this very worthwhile project. 
 

 Individuals, church groups, or Sunday 
School classes who would like to contribute to 
the Meals-On-Wheels program, your continued 
support would be greatly appreciated.  
Contributions can be sent to: 
 Juniata Meals-On-Wheels 
 P.O. Box 251 
 Mifflintown, PA  17059 

 

LOCUST GROVE  
(69 COTTAGE DRIVE, MIFFLIN, PA 17058) 
 Jean McNaight 
 190 JAM House Rd., Cottage #5 
 Mifflin, PA  17058 

 

BROOKLINE MANOR & REHAB SERVICES  
(2 MANOR BLVD., MIFFLINTOWN, PA 17059) 
 Sara Ann Aurand, Reba Sigler 

 

BROOKLINE RETIREMENT VILLAGE 
 Jane Marhefka 
 92 Village Drive 
 Mifflintown, PA  17059 
 
BERRY’S PERSONAL CARE CENTER  
(62 LEXI STREET, MIFFLINTOWN, PA  17059) 
 Carol Simonton 
 
NORTHRIDGE CENTER FOR ASSISTED LIVING  
(99 NORTHRIDGE DR., MCALISTERVILLE, PA 17049) 
 Dorothy Cleck Dottie Smith 
 
HONNEMAN HOUSE  
(58 HONNEMAN HOUSE DR., APT. 108, 
THOMPSONTOWN, PA  17094) 
 Ruth Cisney  Ray Bramm 



LEHIGH CENTER  
(1718 SPRING CREEK ROAD, ROOM 205B, MACUNGIE, 
PA 18062) 
 Lura Aughey 
 
AT HOME 
Jim Yetter    Betty Karstetter 
128 Manbeck Drive  918 William Penn Hwy. 
Mifflintown, PA  17059 Mifflintown, PA  17059 
 
Kitty Walters   Craig Walker 
P.O. Box 61   7016 Rt. 333 
Port Royal, PA  17082 Mifflintown, PA  17059 
 
Mona Lawson   
2792 William Penn Hwy.  
Mifflintown, PA  17059 
  

Bob & Jeanette St. Clair Rick Waller, Sr. 
Avonel Waller Jim Woltman 
Andrea & Bob Cameron Michal Gayer 
Letha Swab  Pete Swab 
John Miller Seth Arentz 
Mary Ernest Joyce Doyle 
Orville Graybill Randy Clark 
Harold ‘Butch’ Oberholtzer Steve Bahorik 
Gary Bechtold Joan Fulkroad 
Tom Lyter Don Clark 
Charlie Stouffer Teresa Kauffman 
Tom Ernest Sandy Pines 
  

 ….the family of Fay McCormick, who 
died on March 6, 2017 at her home.  Please keep 
her sons and family in your prayers.   
 ….and to the family of Floe Beale, who 
died on March 26th.  Please keep her family in 
your prayers as well. 
 

 A New Member Class will be held for those 
who are interested.  If you wish to attend the New 
Member Class, please contact the church office at 
436-6213 or Sam Leister at 436-8589. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO THE FOLLOWING IN THE 

MONTH OF APRIL….. 
April 1 – Zeb Berry 

April 3 – Shirley Covert 
April 5 – Jan Smith 

April 11 – Anne B. McNaight 
April 15 – Steve Bahorik 
April 20 – Slone Smith  
April 24 – Hunter Berry 

April 26 – Jean McNaight, Steve Berry 
 

…..AND HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO THESE LOVELY 

COUPLES! 
April 10 – Dave and Jan Smith 

April 20 – Gene and Lois Crissman 
 

 A First Communion Class 
will be held for any youth 
who are interested.  Parents 
may contact the church 
office at 436-6213 or Sam 
Leister at 436-8589.  A date 
and time will be set based on 
those who wish to attend. 

 

Tuesday – 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
Thursday – 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
Friday – 12:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m. 

 A reminder to anyone who would like a 

daily devotional to jump start their day.  There 

are plenty of devotionals in “Christ in our Home,” 

which can be picked up and are FREE…..and are 

located at the back of the adult Sunday school 

room.  Get yours today! 



 Thanks to everyone who supported the 
bake sale and gave donations on Sunday, March 
5th to help with the costs of kids going to Camp 
Mount Luther this summer!  Total funds raised 
from this event were $336.00!!  --KATE SWAILES 

----------------------------------------------- 
 I would like to thank all of the Parish 
Fellowship committee members for helping to 
cook, serve, and clean up the sauerkraut meal on 
Sunday, March 5th following church. I am so 
thankful for my committee and their help. 
 I would also like to thank the members of 
Messiah's congregation for attending the 
meal.  Your commitment to our church is 
invaluable and I thank God for your support and 
willingness to keep our congregation strong.  
 The meal was a great success and again 
thank you.  --BARB GEEDEY 
 

 Campers of all ages are invited to come to 
Mount Luther this summer and take advantage 
of all the programs they have to offer!  There are 
traditional, specialty and trip camps for school-
aged kids and Family Camp for kids and 
adults.  Mount Luther is located five miles west 
of Mifflinburg, in Union County.  This year’s 
theme is “The Water of Life,” giving campers a 

new awareness of how water and life are gifts 
from God.  Don’t 
forget that if you 
register before April 1, 
2017, you receive a 
discount on your camp 
fee.  Or, if you bring a 
friend to camp who’s 
never been here, you 
and the friend (or sibling or church buddy) can 
both get $25 off your registration!   
 Kate Swailes is serving this year as our 
camp person, a liaison between Mount Luther 
and our congregation.  Because we have a camp 
person, you can see them to get an additional 
discount in the camp store!  For more 
information on summer camp programs, you can 
contact Kate or visit the camp website at 
www.campmountluther.org.  Submit your 
registration form to Kate along with a $50 
payment payable to Messiah Lutheran Church 
which will go toward the nonrefundable 
deposit.  Kate will submit the forms to Mount 
Luther. 
 

 If you or someone you know needs help 
with home repairs or yard work, there are 
volunteers in our community who may be able to 
help.  For more information, contact Michael 
“Doc” Johnston at 436-9209. 

 

REMINDERS! 
NEXT NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 

THURSDAY, APRIL 27TH 

 

DEADLINE FOR ORDERING EASTER LILIES 

SUNDAY, APRIL 2ND 

http://www.campmountluther.org/


SINCE PENTECOST AND HOLY TRINITY ARE SO LATE THIS CALENDAR YEAR, THE BOARD OF 

WORSHIP AND MUSIC HAS DECIDED THAT SUMMER SERVICES WILL BEGIN ON SUNDAY, JUNE 

4TH AND CONCLUDE ON SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 3RD.  WORSHIP SERVICES DURING THE 

SUMMER WILL BEGIN AT 9:15 AM.  (THE FORMAT/LITURGY FOR PENTECOST AND HOLY TRINITY 

WILL REMAIN THE SAME WITH THE SUMMER SERVICE FORMAT/LITURGY BEGINNING ON JUNE 18TH.)  

REGULAR (10:30 AM) WORSHIP SERVICES WILL RESUME ON SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 10TH.   



In February 2017, the Food Pantry served 314 families – 874 of your neighbors!  We thank The 
4-Given Riders for sending volunteers for the month of January.  Join our family! We are always 
looking for a few good volunteers! 

 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 

Food Box Packer – Organized person who works well without supervision to pack supplemental 
food boxes for our elderly and children’s programs.  
 
Summer Backpack Program –Help register eligible families and fill food boxes with lunch items 
for children throughout the summer months (June- August).  Times available:  Mon 9-12, Tue 9-12, 
Tues 1-5 and Sat 9-12. 
 
Cleaning Angel – Person with a God-given talent for cleaning and organizing.  Approximately 4-6 
hours per week. 
  

If you could help by donating the items below, we would be very grateful. 
 

FOOD PANTRY NEEDS FOR APRIL: 
All non-perishable foods; Cleaning Supplies:   

Laundry detergent, dish soap, all-purpose household cleaners. 
DONATIONS OF CASH/CHECKS ARE ALSO APPRECIATED! 

 

PO Box 44, 114 N. Main St, Mifflintown, PA 17059 
Phone:  717-436-9718                                  Hours:  Tue 9-12 and 1-5, and Sat 9-12 

 
. 
 

 

 
 
 

 
*PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO THE  

JUNIATA COUNTY FOOD PANTRY.   
(CONTACT PERSON: KATHY QUEITZSCH).   

Email: jcfoodpantry@embarqmail.com 
 

Our vestibule is open 24 hours a day to receive donations.  Cash, checks or gift cards 
may be deposited in the vestibule’s mail slot.  *Non-perishable foods and non-food 

items may be dropped off at any time in our vestibule.  Please deliver perishable foods 
only when someone is here to receive them. Thank you! 

mailto:jcfoodpantry@embarqmail.com


 



MAUNDY THURSDAY SERVICE.......................................................... Thursday, April 13th, 7:00 PM 

LOCATION:  St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church -- Service conducted by Pastor Dan Kerlin 
 
GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE .................................................................... Friday, April 14th, 12:00 Noon 
LOCATION:  Messiah Lutheran Church -- Service conducted by Pastor Chris Mathiason, assisted by Sam Leister 

 
THE COMMUNITY EASTER SUNRISE SERVICE HAS BEEN DISCONTINUED! 

 
 

ALL TEAS WILL BEGIN AT 9:30 A.M. AND BIBLE STUDY AT 10:00 A.M.  
The study will be on the book “Wind in the Wilderness.” 

 
Wednesday, April 5 .................................................. St. Jude’s Catholic Church 

 

ALL PRAYER BREAKFASTS WILL BEGIN AT 7:00 A.M.  
AT THE PORT ROYAL COMMUNITY BUILDING. 

 
Saturday, April 1 ........................... Mr. Warren Wagner, Free Spring Church of the Brethren 

Saturday, April 8 ................................................. Mr. Don Musser, Faith Community Church 

Saturday, April 15 ..................................................................... Rev. Bob Landis, River Church 
 
 

Hosted by Port Royal Presbyterian Church……Theme – “They Knew How to Pray” 

April 4 .................. Speaker:  Skip Kepner ................................ Topic:  The Prayer Life of Paul 

April 11 .................. Speaker:  Pastor Crystal Lyde ............................... Topic:  Your Prayer Life 



Sunday, April 2:   -9:15 a.m., Sunday School & Confirmation Class 
-10:30 a.m., Worship/Communion (Worship Leader:  Rev. Chris Mathiason) 

Monday, April 3:   -6:30 p.m., Knitters in Jr. Church Room 
-8:00 p.m., AA meeting in Fellowship Hall  

Tuesday, April 4:   -9:00 a.m., “The Needlers” in Fellowship Hall 

Wednesday, April 5:  -9:30 a.m., Women’s Lenten Tea at St. Jude’s Catholic Church  
-7:00 p.m., Choir Rehearsal in Rearick Room 

Thursday, April 6:  -1:00 p.m., Dulcimer Rehearsal 

Sunday, April 9:   -PALM SUNDAY 
-9:15 a.m., Sunday School & Confirmation Class 
-10:30 a.m., Worship/Communion/Jr. Church (Worship Leader: Richard Beck) 

Monday, April 10:  -6:30 p.m., Knitters in Jr. Church Room 
-8:00 p.m., AA meeting in Fellowship Hall 

Tuesday, April 11:   -9:00 a.m., “The Needlers” in Fellowship Hall 
-6:30 p.m., 4-H Beef Club in Fellowship Hall 

Wednesday, April 12: -7:00 p.m., Choir Rehearsal in Rearick Room 

Thursday, April 13:  -MAUNDY THURSDAY 
-7:00 p.m., WELCA Meeting  
-7:00 p.m., Maundy Thursday Community Service at St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church 

Friday, April 14:   -GOOD FRIDAY 
-12:00 Noon, Good Friday Midday Community Service at Messiah Lutheran Church 

Sunday, April 16:   EASTER SUNDAY – HE IS RISEN!! 
-9:15 a.m., Sunday School & Confirmation Class 
-10:30 a.m., Worship/Communion/Jr. Church (Worship Leader:  Andrea Cameron) 

Monday, April 17:  -6:30 p.m., Knitters in Jr. Church Room  
-8:00 p.m., AA meeting in Fellowship Hall 

Tuesday, April 18:  -9:00 a.m., “The Needlers” in Fellowship Hall 

Wednesday, April 19: -7:00 p.m., Choir Rehearsal in Rearick Room 

Thursday, April 20:  -1:00 p.m., Dulcimer Rehearsal 

Saturday, April 22:  -9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., Juniata Valley Quilters in Fellowship Hall 

Sunday, April 23:   -9:15 a.m., Sunday School & Confirmation Class 
-10:30 a.m., Worship/Communion/Jr. Church (Worship Leader:  Sam Leister)  

Monday, April 24:  -6:30 p.m., Knitters in Jr. Church Room  
-8:00 p.m., AA meeting in Fellowship Hall 

Tuesday, April 25:  -9:00 a.m., “The Needlers” in Fellowship Hall 

Wednesday, April 26: -7:00 p.m., Choir Rehearsal in Rearick Room 

Thursday, April 27:  NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 

Sunday, April 30:    -9:15 a.m., Sunday School & Confirmation Class 
-10:30 a.m., Worship/Communion/Jr. Church (Worship Leader:  Rev. Dr. 
Thomas W. Martin) 



Easter Lilies Order Form 
Messiah Lutheran Church 

 

 
 

Easter Sunday is April 16, 2017 and in keeping with Messiah Lutheran Church tradition, lilies you 
purchase will be “planted” around our altar to help us celebrate the special occasion. 
 
Please complete the order form below and attach a check, made payable to “Messiah Lutheran 
Church” and print Easter Lilies in the memo line.  Then, please attach the check to the order 
form and place it in the offering plate or return it to the church office by APRIL 2, 2017.  
PAYMENT MUST ACCOMPANY YOUR ORDER!! 
 

FLOWERS MAY BE PICKED UP FOLLOWING THE EASTER MORNING WORSHIP SERVICE AT 10:30 AM. 

 
Thank you for helping to beautify our space and for supporting our church! 

 

 
EASTER LILIES ORDER FORM 

 
NAME:   ___________________________________________   PHONE: ______________________ 
 
LIST THE DEDICATION AS FOLLOWS – 
 Please check one: In Honor Of                OR    In Memory Of  
 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
I would like to order the following: 

Easter Lilies (4 to 6 blooms) $10.00  # of plants ____    x  $10.00 = $___________ 
 

TOTAL ENCLOSED:  $___________ 
  



 


