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Messiah Lutheran Church 

3 South Third Street 
Mifflintown, PA 17059 

Church Office / 436-6213 
 

The Rev. Chris Mathiason     Interim Pastor 
Sam Leister        Lay Worship Leader 
Bob St. Clair        Organist 
Andrea Cameron       Choir Director 
Barbara Geedey       Lector 
Diana Wise         Altar Guild 
Tai Kepler         Crucifer 
Braedon Walton & Hannah Ehrisman  Acolytes 
Don & Barb Geedey      Greeters 
  

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
November 27, 2016 – 10:30 a.m. 

 

*Please Stand as YOU Are Able 
 

Those we want to remember in prayer today—please refer to “Prayers of Intercession.” 
 
PREPARATION 

CHIMES: CALL TO WORSHIP 
PRELUDE:                                        “Advent Meditation”                                       D. Eliot 

[A Time for Meditation and Prayer] 
GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
INTRODUCTION 
The new church year begins with a wake-up call: Christ is coming soon! In today's readings 
both Paul and Jesus challenge us to wake from sleep, for we know neither the day nor hour 
of the Lord's coming. Isaiah proclaims the day when God will gather all people on the holy 
mountain and there will be no more war or suffering. Though we vigilantly watch for the 
promised day of salvation, we wait for what we already have: Christ comes among us this day 
as the word and meal that strengthens our faith in the promises of God. 

 
 * CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
   P Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who comes to wake us from sleep, who leads 
    us into the light of grace. 
   C Amen. 
 

   P Let us prepare the way of the Lord by confessing our sin against God and neighbor. 
 

    Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

   P God of all time, 
     C we confess that we have not prepared for your merciful reign among us.  We 

ignore our neighbors in need and fail in the labor of justice and peace.  In your 
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mercy forgive us.  Grant us wisdom to welcome your light and to seek the 
things that will endure until Christ comes again in glory. Amen. 

 

P Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God.  In + Jesus Christ your sins are 
forgiven and all things are made new.  Rejoice in this good news! 

   C Amen. 
 
 * BLESSING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
      P Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe.  You call all nations to walk in 

your light and to seek your ways of justice and peace, for the night is past, and the 
dawn of your coming is near.  Bless us as we light the first candle of this wreath. 
Rouse us from sleep, that we may be ready to greet our Lord when he comes and 
welcome him into our hearts and homes, for he is our light and our salvation. 

  Blessed be God forever. 
   C Amen. 
 
GATHERING 
 * ENTRANCE HYMN                         “Jesus, Priceless Treasure”                         #458 LBW 

* GREETING 
   P Grace and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, and the promised 

gifts of the Holy Spirit, be with you all. 
      C And also with you. 
  

* KYRIE 
   P Lord, have mercy upon us.     C   Lord, have mercy upon us. 
   P Christ, have mercy upon us.   C   Christ, have mercy upon us. 
   P Lord, have mercy upon us.     C   Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 

  “It Came upon the Midnight Clear” (vs. 1) 
 

   It came upon the midnight clear, that glorious song of old, 
   from angels bending near the earth to touch their harps of gold: 
   “Peace on the earth, good will to all, from heav’n’s all gracious king.” 
   The world in solemn still-ness lay to hear the angels sing. 
 

   P Lord, have mercy upon us.     C   Lord, have mercy upon us. 
   P Christ, have mercy upon us.   C   Christ, have mercy upon us. 
   P Lord, have mercy upon us.     C   Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 
 * SALUTATION AND RESPONSE (sung) 
   P The Lord be with you                         C    And also with you. 
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 * PRAYER OF THE DAY (spoken in unison) 
   P Let us pray… 
   C Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection save us 

from the threatening dangers of our sins, and enlighten our walk in the way of 
your salvation, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 
WORD 
The visionary message presented in this reading focuses on a future day when God establishes a 
universal reign of peace. Divine decisions will make war obsolete, and the worshiping community 
responds: "Let us walk in that light of that Lord now!" 
 

  FIRST READING: Isaiah 2:1-5 
 

   The First Lesson is from the 2nd chapter of Isaiah. 
 

THE LESSON READS: 
 

The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 2In days to come the 
mountain of the LORD's house shall be established as the highest of the mountains, and shall be 
raised above the hills; all the nations shall stream to it. 3Many peoples shall come and say, "Come, let 
us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob; that he may teach us his 
ways and that we may walk in his paths." For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word of 
the LORD from Jerusalem. 4He shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate for many 
peoples; they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation 
shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more. 5O house of Jacob, 
come, let us walk in the light of the LORD! 
 

   Lector: Here ends the reading. 
   Cong:  Thanks be to God. 
 
  PSALM: Psalm 122 
 

L – I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the LORD.” (Ps. 122:1) 
 
1I was glad when they said to me, "Let us go to the house of the LORD." 
2Now our feet are standing within your gates, O Jerusalem. 
3Jerusalem is built as a city that is at unity with itself; 
4to which the tribes go up, the tribes of the LORD, the assembly of Israel, to praise the 
name of the LORD. 
5For there are the thrones of judgment, the thrones of the house of David. 
6Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: "May they prosper who love you. 
7Peace be within your walls and quietness within your towers. 
8For the sake of my kindred and companions, I pray for your prosperity. 
9Because of the house of the LORD our God, I will seek to do you good." 
 

All – I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the LORD.” 
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Paul compares the advent of Christ to the coming of dawn. We live our lives today in light of 
Christ's coming in the future. 
 

 SECOND READING: Romans 13:11-14 
 

  The Second Lesson is from the 13th chapter of Romans. 
 

THE LESSON READS: 
 
11Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. For 
salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12the night is far gone, the day is near. 
Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; 13let us live honorably as 
in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling 
and jealousy. 14Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify 
its desires. 
 

   Lector: Here ends the reading. 
   Cong:  Thanks be to God. 
 
  LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
 
  PLACING THE CRECHE FIGURES 
   
 * THE VERSE  “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” (vs. 1) 
 

    O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, 
    that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear. 
 

   Refrain 
    Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.  
 
Jesus describes his second coming as a sudden, unexpected event that will bring salvation or 
judgment upon people caught up in the usual affairs of daily life. He urges people to be alert and 
expectant. 
 

* GOSPEL: Matthew 24:36-44 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 24th chapter. 
C Glory to you, O Lord.  (sung) 
 

THE GOSPEL READS: 
 

[Jesus said to the disciples,] 36"About that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, 
nor the Son, but only the Father. 37For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son 
of Man. 38For as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving 
in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, 39and they knew nothing until the flood came and 
swept them all away, so too will be the coming of the Son of Man. 40Then two will be in the field; 
one will be taken and one will be left. 41Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be 
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taken and one will be left. 42Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is 
coming. 43But understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of the night the 
thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken into. 
44Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour." 
 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 
   C Praise to you, O Christ.  (sung) 
 

SERMON                                                                                                             Sam Leister 
 * HYMN OF THE DAY              “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”             #499 LBW 

* APOSTLES’ CREED (all) 
  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
  I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit,  born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 

   come to judge the living and the dead. 
  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
   forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  

Amen. 
 

* PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
P As we anticipate the fullness of the presence of Christ, we join with the church 

throughout the world, praying for all who are in need. 
A brief silence. 
P For the church and its leaders, and for all who work for the unity of the gospel; that 

the compassion of Christ break down all divisions, let us pray. 
C Have mercy, O God. 
P For the well-being of creation, for mountains and hills, lakes and rivers, snow and 

sunshine, plants and animals, and for all who care for the earth; that God raise up 
stewards to protect this good creation, let us pray. 

C Have mercy, O God. 
P For peace among nations, for those who lead all levels of government, for judges and 

magistrates, and for those who speak for the voiceless; that all are treated with equity 
and fairness, let us pray. 

C Have mercy, O God. 
P For those who are anxious and worried, for the sick and bereaved, for the homeless 

and imprisoned, for those in any need (especially all of our shutins: Reba Sigler, Kitty 
Walters, Flo Beale, Jean McNaight, Jane Marhefka, Fay McCormick, Ruth Cisney, Ray 
Bramm, Dottie Smith, Dorothy Cleck, Carol Simonton, Lura Aughey, Mona Lawson, 
Sara Ann Aurand, and Jim Yetter).  And for Bob & Jeanette St. Clair, Rick Waller, Sr., 
Avonel Waller, Jim Woltman, Bob Cameron, Michal Gayer, Josh Delancey, Letha 
Swab, Brady Mingle, Belva Fulton, Joan Foltz, and Janie Shearer; that the compassion 
shown by Christ be embodied in caregivers and advocates, let us pray. 
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C Have mercy, O God. 
P For those who gather for word and sacrament, for those who travel, and for our 

holiday preparations; that in all our activities we give thanks to the Lord, let us pray. 
C Have mercy, O God. 
 Here other intercessions may be offered. 
P In thanksgiving for those who have died and are at rest; that their witness to the 

gospel serve as examples of living the life of faith, let us pray. 
C Have mercy, O God. 
P Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, those spoken aloud and those known 

only to you, and grant us peace through Jesus Christ, our coming Savior. 
C Amen. 

 
 * SHARING OF GOD’S PEACE 
   P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
   C And also with you. 
   Congregational sharing:     “Peace be with you.” 
 
  OFFERING 
  OFFERTORY:                                “Thanksgiving Prayer”                               G. M. Martin 

[Please pass the Friendship Pad down your pew for all to sign and then back to the center aisle so 
everyone has the opportunity to read the names.  We request that our guests also give us their 
home address.  Thank you]. 
 
  ANTHEM 
 
 *    SUNG OFFERTORY  “Let All Together Praise Our God” (revised wording) 
   Let all together praise our God Before his glorious throne; 
   For he will open heav’n above To give us his own Son, To give us his own Son. 
 
 * OFFERING PRAYER 

     P Savior of the nations, come.  Make your home here in us.  Feed us with your love, 
that our faith shine ever new and our lives reveal your light. 

   C Amen. 
 
MEAL 

* ADVENT DIALOG 
 P We have come with great expectation to meet the coming Messiah. 
 C All creation waits with longing for the Son of God. 
 P As John the Baptist cried in the wilderness, “Prepare the way for the Lord.” 
 C We prepare a place in our hearts and in the world for his coming. 
 P O come to us, Emmanuel! 
 C God, be with us and save us from our sins. 
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* EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
P  Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: Blessed are you for the 
    birth of creation.  Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.  Blessed are you 
    for your promise to your people.  Blessed are you in the prophets' hopes and 
    dreams.  Blessed are you for Mary's openness to your will.  Blessed are you for your 
    Son Jesus, the Word made flesh. 

 

    In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;  
    broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 
    you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

    Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
    saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people 
    for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

    Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
    Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 

 

 P With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of grace 
    and truth.  We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection.  We look with 
    hope for his coming. 
C Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

 P Holy God, we long for your Spirit.  Come among us.  Bless this meal.  May your Word 
    take flesh in us.  Awaken your people.  Fill us with your light.  Bring the gift of peace 
    on earth. 
C  Come, Holy Spirit. 

 

 P All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power of 
    the Most High, one God, now and forever. 
C  Amen. 
 

 * THE LORD’S PRAYER [‘trespasses’] (all) 
  C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
    those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
    us from evil. 
   For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  

Amen. 
 

 * INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
   P Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you.  Share in the feast of salvation. 
 
(If you desire, you may take a gluten free wafer located on the oak pedestal on the step in front of 
the chancel). 
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  COMMUNION                                   “Dearest Lord Jesus”                                   J. S. Bach 
 

DISTRIBUTION 
[“INTINCTION” – dip your wafer in the wine.  Come forward by the center aisle and return by 
the side aisle.  All who wish to stand at the chancel rail after partaking for a time of silent 
meditation are invited to do so]. 
 

* COMMUNION BLESSING 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. 
C Amen. 

  
* PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

     P God for whom we wait, you come to us in the broken bread and the cup we share. 
Make us ready always to welcome Christ into our hearts, and send us forth to be your 
people in the world, announcing your coming among us in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

   C Amen. 
 
SENDING 
 * BLESSING 
      P May Christ, the Sun of righteousness, shine upon you and scatter the darkness from 

before your path.  Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and 
forever. 

   C A-men, A-men, A-men.  (sung) 
 
 * CLOSING HYMN                         “O Little Town of Bethlehem”                        #41 LBW 

* DISMISSAL 
P Go in peace.  Prepare the way of the Lord.           C   Thanks be to God. 

 
 POSTLUDE 
 
Nest Week’s Lector – Marina Holderman 
Next Week’s Altar Guild – Diana Wise 
Next Week’s Acolytes – Jace White & Tai Kepler 
Next Week’s Crucifer –  
Next Week’s Greeters – Stan & Missy Ehrisman 
 
WELCOME 
VISITORS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME to worship at Messiah.  We invite you to register your visit not only in 
the Friendship Pads but also in the guest book provided in the Narthex.  If you are seeking a church home, please 
speak to the Pastor or indicate such in the Friendship Pads being sure to include your contact information.  Our 
fellowship in Jesus Christ is open and extended to all persons who confess His Lordship over all life.  Thank you 
for worshiping with us. 
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VISITORS ARE INVITED TO COMMUNE with us if they are baptized, and if with us in our faith, they trust 
Jesus’ promise of the presence of the Body and Blood of Christ. 
 
GLUTEN FREE WAFERS ARE ALSO PROVIDED FOR COMMUNION.  Wine and wheat wafers are used 
and if you so desire, you may take a gluten free wafer located on the oak pedestal on the step in front of the 
chancel. 
 
IF YOU WISH TO USE OR FOLLOW THE LITURGY MUSIC as we proceed through the service today, please 
use the green portfolios placed on top of the sound control system.  In addition, headsets are available in the 
Narthex for our sound enhancement system for the hearing impaired. 
 
WE INVITE EVERYONE (members and visitors) worshiping with us today to sign the Friendship Pads during 
the Organ Offertory.  If you are a visitor, please be sure to include your address when signing.  Please also place a 
check mark in the box (beside your name) if you are communing today and have not as yet given us a record of 
your participation in the sacrament during this quarter.  (A new quarter begins in January, April, July, and October). 
The pads are found on the aisle seat of each pew in the nave, and in each section of the Adult Sunday School 
Room. 
 
ALTAR FLOWERS are presented to the Glory of God and in honor of Messiah’s PPC. 
 
THIS MORNING WE ARE LED IN WORSHIP by Sam Leister, an Authorized Lay Worship Leader of the 
Upper Susquehanna Synod.  Authorized Lay Worship Leaders have received extensive training so as to provide 
worship leadership and preaching, and also have been authorized by the bishop of the synod to preside at the 
Eucharist in specific situations.  The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) is committed to ordained 
ministry as the primary means for filling the needs of this church for Word and Sacrament, but at this place in the 
church’s pilgrimage, the church’s inability to provide all congregations with full-time ordained pastoral ministry 
presents a challenge.  On any given Sunday, congregations have needs that cannot be met by available ordained 
ministers.  Therefore, because it is the bishop’s responsibility to meet the Word and Sacrament needs of the 
congregations in this synod, synodically authorized lay worship leaders are trained to meet this need.  On behalf of 
the whole church, Bishop Collins is deeply gratified by the ministry of these servants of the Gospel. 
 
JUST A THOUGHT – Phillip Brooks, Bishop of Massachusetts in the Episcopal Church during the early 1890s: 
Prayer is not conquering God’s reluctance, but taking hold of God’s willingness. 
 
CONGREGATIONAL NEWS 

  PRAYER CHAIN – Any time you wish to add a name to our prayer list, please contact Stacie Kint at 
dskint@nmax.net.  If at any time you would like to receive emails with prayer requests, please also contact Stacie. 
 
THE DEADLINE for all items to be included in the Sunday bulletin is Thursday noon. 
 
PRAYER REQUESTS will be placed in the Sunday bulletin for one month.  If you wish to have someone 
included in the prayer list for an additional month, please contact Judy directly at the church office at 436-6213 or 
at messiahlutheran@pa.net.  If you have anyone who is a “last minute” addition after the bulletin has been printed 
on Fridays, please fill out an orange prayer card in the pew and lay it on the stand where the gluten free wafers are 
placed PRIOR to the morning worship service. 
 
CHOIR GOWN/CRUCIFER/ACOLYTE DONATIONS UPDATE: Of the $1368 that was needed, we have 
received $410 leaving a total of $958 still needed.  If you would like to contribute to this project, please mark your 
check on the note line “choir gowns,” or if giving cash, put in an envelope also marked “choir gowns.” We greatly 
appreciate those who have already given and thank any others in advance for any amount you feel you can 
contribute to this project. 

mailto:dskint@nmax.net
mailto:messiahlutheran@pa.net
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PLEASE NOTIFY THE CHURCH OFFICE for any change in addresses, phone numbers, email addresses, or for 
any requests for building usage.  At this time of the year, in particular, there are a lot of activities and some 
coordination is needed so events are not “overbooked” in any specific areas of the church (this also applies to 
church groups who meet in the church).  Please contact the office at 436-6213 or email messiahlutheran@pa.net 
for any changes or requests.  
 
THE VOTERS’ ASSEMBLY MEETING will be held  following the worship service today.  Business: Vote on 
proposed budget for 2017 and board reports.  Copies of the 2017 budget are available in the Adult Sunday School 
Room. 
 
PPC WILL MEET TONIGHT at 7:00 p.m. in the Youth Area. 
 
THE DEADLINE FOR ALL ITEMS TO BE INCLUDED IN THE SUNDAY BULLETIN IS THURSDAY 
NOON. 
 
WEEKLY FINANCIAL REPORT: 
November 20, 2016 Worship Service                Sunday School                  Other Funds 
Attendance – 61                     Attendance – 33              Sunday School -   $       94.00 
Total Offering - $2,818.00                                                           Benevolence -               95.00 
          644.00                                                           Building Fund -           445.00 
General Fund -  $2,174.00                                                           Choir Gowns -              10.00 
                                                                                             $      644.00 
                                                                                              
MESSIAH’S DOORS will be unlocked at 8:30 a.m. on Sunday mornings for Sunday School and Worship. 
 
FINANCIAL DOCUMENTS – Any Messiah member who wishes to receive the monthly financial reports and the 
weekly tallies by email, please send Ann Beaver (annbeaver@embarqmail.com) your email address. 
 
HARD COPIES OF THE NEW CHURCH DIRECTORY are now available in the Adult Sunday School Room. 
 
COPIES OF OCTOBER PPC MINUTES are available on the piano in the Adult Sunday School Room. 
 
WE WILL BE DECORATING THE CHURCH FOR CHRISTMAS TODAY.  Please join us for a light lunch 
provided by the Fellowship Committee following the Worship Service.  Decorating will follow lunch. 
 
HANGING OF THE GREENS SERVICE 2016 will be held Sunday, December 4th during the morning worship 
time.  Please come join us! This is a special service with Christmas Carols, and learning about the meaning behind 
our traditions. 
 
CANDLELIGHT, CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE—ALL ARE WELCOME! The 2016 combined Christmas Eve 
Service will begin at 7:30 p.m. with Prelude beginning at 7:00 p.m.  Please plan to attend this beautiful service for 
the whole family including music (featuring a special anthem with combined Jr. & Sr. Choir), Communion, and 
Candle Lighting in celebration of anticipation of the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ! 
 
MESSIAH UPCOMING SCHEDULE OF SPECIAL CHRISTMAS EVENTS: 

1) Today is the First Sunday of Advent.  Please join us as we decorate our church after the morning service 
and a light lunch provided by the Fellowship Board. 

2) Sunday, December 4th:  “Hanging of the Greens” Service during morning worship time. 
3) Saturday, December 24th:  Combined Candlelight Christmas Eve Service at 7:30 p.m. with Prelude 

beginning at 7:00 p.m. 
 

mailto:messiahlutheran@pa.net
mailto:annbeaver@embarqmail.com
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CAN TREE – Donations of gallon-size canned food is again being collected this year  through the end of 
December to benefit Bethesda Mission.  Everyone is encouraged to donate as many cans as you are able. 
 
POINSETTIAS to decorate the church for Christmas may be placed in honor or in memory of someone, or to the 
Glory of God.  The cost is $8.00 for a 6½ “ plant with 3 to 4 blooms.  You may order by calling the church office 
at 436-6213. 
 
OCTOBER FINANCIAL REPORT PACKETS (with green covers) are available on the piano.  If you have any 
questions, call Ann Beaver at 436-9382. 
 
HOME COMMUNION – The Compassionate Services Committee is again looking for people who would like to 
give Communion to our shut-ins.  A rotating schedule of our shut-ins is used on a quarterly basis.  If interested in 
this important ministry, contact Don Geedey.  Phone: 436-6433 or Email: geedey@centurylink.net. 
 
VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED to press quilt tops for “The Needlers.” Tops can be taken home and pressed 
and brought back to the church.  Anyone who is interested, please contact one of “The Needlers.” 
 
WEIS AND GIANT GIFT CARDS are available to purchase from the Disciples Class.  This is a very important 
outreach ministry that helps neighbors in need in our own community.  We thank each and every one for 
continued support of this very worthwhile project. 
 
SYNOD ASSEMBLY DELEGATES NEEDED – Two members of Messiah are needed to attend the annual 
Synod Assembly in June 2017 at Susquehanna University, Selinsgrove.  Synod delegates should also plan on 
attending the Juniata Valley Conference Assembly the 1st Sunday of May.  If you are interested in serving, please 
contact the church office. 
 
WEEKLY CHURCH OFFICE HOURS are as follows: 
 Tuesday – 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
 Thursday – 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

 Friday – 12:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m. 
 
HELP AVAILABLE – If you or someone you know needs help with home repairs or yard work, there are 
volunteers in our community who may be able to help.  For more information, contact Michael “Doc” Johnston at 
436-9209. 
 
WOMEN OF THE ELCA 
NEW BATH-SIZE BARS OF SOAP (4oz. to 5oz., preferably Ivory or unscented Dove) is continuously collected 
as an on-going project for Lutheran World Relief.  Please place soap in the basket on the blue table in the Adult 
Sunday School Room. 
 
THANKOFFERING ENVELOPES may still be returned to help the Churchwide Women of the ELCA with 
their many projects.  Envelopes are available on the table in the Adult Sunday School Room.  Please make checks 
payable to “Messiah Women of the ELCA.” 
 
CHRISTMAS ANGEL PROJECT – Women of the ELCA will be sponsoring 6 children this year for the 
Christmas Angel Project.  A poster with the information for the children is on the bulletin board in the 
Kitchenette.  Gifts are to be wrapped, labeled with the child’s name and family number, and returned to the Adult 
Sunday School Room by December 4th. 
 
 
 

mailto:geedey@centurylink.net
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ITEMS FOR THE SEAFARERS BAGS will be collected through next summer, that way everyone will get to take 
advantage of any holiday saving and after Christmas sales for the winter items.  Items needed are: 
 -1 sweatshirt, preferably hooded (sizes L-XL) 
 -3 pairs of socks (thermal or white gym socks) 
 -1 pull-over T-shirt (sizes M-L) 
 -1 knit heavy winter cap 
 
COMMUNITY 
A CHRISTMAS TEA will be held in the Social Room of the Port Royal Lutheran Church at 10:00 a.m. on 
December 15th.  Everyone is invited to join us for carols, food and fellowship in celebration of the Christmas 
Season. 
 

HOLIDAY MEAL DONATIONS 
 

(Food items still needed) 
TURKEYS, TURKEY BREASTS (AROUND 12 LBS.), HAMS (3-5 LBS), STUFFING, 

INSTANT MASHED POTATOES, CANNED SWEET POTATOES, 
GRAVY MIX OR CANNED GRAVY, CAKE MIX AND 

READY-MADE ICING OR OTHER DESSERT MIX, CANNED FRUITS OR 
A $20 DONATION WILL PURCHASE ONE COMPLETE MEAL!  

 
THIS WEEK AT MESSIAH 

 

Today:    -First Sunday in Advent/Food Pantry Sunday. 
     -9:15 a.m., Sunday School/Confirmation Class. 
     -10:30 a.m., Worship/Communion/Jr. Church.  Lay Worship Leader: Sam Leister. 
     -Voters’ Assembly following worship service.  Business: vote on proposed 2017 budget 
      and board reports. 
     -Lunch in Fellowship Hall followed by church decorating. 
 

Monday:   -8 p.m., AA meeting in Fellowship Hall. 
 

Tuesday:   -9 a.m., “The Needlers” in Fellowship Hall. 
 

Wednesday:  -7 p.m., Choir rehearsal. 
 

Thursday:   -1 p.m., Dulcimer rehearsal. 
 

Saturday:   -9 a.m. to 9 p.m., Fellowship Hall reserved. 
 

Sunday:   -Second Sunday of Advent. 
     -Hanging of the Greens Service. 
     -9:15 a.m., Sunday School /Confirmation Class. 
     -10:30 a.m., Worship/Communion.  Lay Worship Leader: Andrea Cameron. 


