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Messiah Lutheran Church 

3 South Third Street 
Mifflintown, PA 17059 

Church Office / 436-6213      Dial-A-Prayer / 436-2100 
 

The Reverend William N. Esborn    Pastor 
June Bricker        Organist 
Andrea Cameron                               Choir Director & Cantor 
Malin Kint         Lector 
Tyler Rosenberry       Crucifer 
Caden Swailes & Nate Swailes    Acolytes 
Kay Varner (Clint & Jamie Miller – Cup Communion) Altar Guild 
  

BAPTISM OF OUR LORD 
January 10, 2016 – 10:30 a.m. 

 

*Please Stand as YOU Are Able 
 

PEOPLE TO REMEMBER IN PRAYER TODAY 
 

Those we want to remember in prayer today—please refer to “Prayers of Intercession.” 
 

PREPARATION 
CHIMES: CALL TO WORSHIP 
PRELUDE:                                  Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring                                  J. S. Bach 
 [A Time for Meditation and Prayer] 
GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
INTRODUCTION 
The Baptism of Our Lord cannot help but recall our own and all baptismal blessings. We 
recall and celebrate our adoption as daughters and sons, the gift of the Holy Spirit, and the 
promised company of almighty God when we "pass through the waters . . . the rivers . . . 
fire." On this day the heavens open again, for this assembly, and we receive the gift of the 
beloved Son of God in bread and wine. 

 
 * CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
   P Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who creates us and forms us, who redeems us 

and calls us, who unites us and sends us. 
   C Amen. 
 

   P Gathered in God's presence, let us confess our sin. 
 

   Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

   P Mighty and loving God,  
   C We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We seek our 

own way. We divide the body of Christ. In your mercy, cleanse us and heal us. 
Let the words of our mouths, the thoughts of our hearts, and everything that 
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we do be filled with faith, hope, and love. Amen. 
 

   P Hear the voice of Jesus: "The Spirit of the Lord is upon me to proclaim release to the 
captives." In the name of + Jesus Christ, I proclaim to you that your sins are forgiven 
and you are released. The joy of the Lord is your strength, and the gifts of the Holy 
Spirit are yours forever. 

   C Amen 
 
GATHERING 
 * ENTRANCE HYMN              “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry”              

* GREETING 
   P The boundless grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the wisdom of God, and the light of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
      C And also with you. 
  

* KYRIE (sung) 
   P In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
   C Lord, have mercy. 
   P For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
   C Lord, have mercy. 
   P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, 
    and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 
   C Lord, have mercy. 
   P For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us 
    pray to the Lord. 
   C Lord, have mercy. 
   P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
   C Amen 
 
 * HYMN OF PRAISE (sung)  (to the tune of “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee”) 

1 Glory be to God in heaven; peace, good will to all the earth.   
Mighty God of all creation, Father of surpassing worth:  
we exalt you, we adore you, we lift high our thanks and praise.   
Saints and angels bow before you; here on earth our songs we raise. 

 

2 Glory be to Christ forever, Lamb of God and Lord of love.   
Son of God and gracious Savior, you have come from heav’n above;  
on the cross you died to save us; now you reign at God’s right hand.   
Hear our prayer; restore, forgive us; in your promise firm we stand. 

 

3 Holy One we now acclaim you; Lord alone, to you we call;  
Holy One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all:  
Jesus Christ, with God the Spirit, in the Father’s splendor bright.   
For the peace that we inherit, glory be to God on high! 
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 * SALUTATION AND RESPONSE (sung) 
   P The Lord be with you                         C    And also with you. 
 
 * PRAYER OF THE DAY (spoken in unison) 
   P Let us pray… 
   C Almighty God, you anointed Jesus at his baptism with the Holy Spirit and 

revealed him as your beloved Son. Keep all who are born of water and the Spirit 
faithful in your service, that we may rejoice to be called children of God, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen 

 
WORD 
Near the end of Israel's exile in Babylon, God promises to bring them home. They need no longer 
be afraid, because the one who formed, created, and called them by name now redeems them from 
all their enemies. God declares them precious and honored, and God loves them.  
 

  FIRST READING: Isaiah 43:1-7 
 

   The First Lesson is from the 43rd chapter of Isaiah. 
 

THE LESSON READS: 
 
1But now thus says the LORD, he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed you, O Israel: Do not 
fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine. 2When you pass through 
the waters, I will be with you; and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; when you walk 
through fire you shall not be burned, and the flame shall not consume you. 3For I am the LORD 
your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior. I give Egypt as your ransom, Ethiopia and Seba in 
exchange for you. 4Because you are precious in my sight, and honored, and I love you, I give people 
in return for you, nations in exchange for your life. 5Do not fear, for I am with you; I will bring your 
offspring from the east, and from the west I will gather you; 6I will say to the north, "Give them 
up," and to the south, "Do not withhold; bring my sons from far away and my daughters from the 
end of the earth—7everyone who is called by my name, whom I created for my glory, whom I 
formed and made." 
 

   Lector: Here ends the reading. 
   Cong:  Thanks be to God. 
 
  PSALM: Psalm 29 (intoned by Choir) 
 
1Ascribe to the | LORD, you gods, ascribe to the LORD glo | ry and strength. 
2Ascribe to the LORD the glory | due God's name; worship the LORD in the beau | ty of 

holiness. 
3The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of | glory thunders; the LORD is upon the | 

mighty waters. 
4The voice of the LORD is a pow | erful voice; the voice of the LORD is a | voice of 
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splendor. 
5The voice of the LORD breaks the | cedar trees; the LORD breaks the ce | dars of Lebanon; 
6the LORD makes Lebanon skip | like a calf, and Mount Hermon like a | young wild ox. 
7The voice | of the LORD bursts forth in | lightning flashes. 
8The voice of the LORD | shakes the wilderness; the LORD shakes the wilder | ness of 

Kadesh. 
9The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe and strips the | forests bare.  And in the temple 

of the LORD all are | crying, "Glory!" 
10The LORD sits enthroned a | bove the flood; the LORD sits enthroned as king for | 

evermore. 
11O LORD, give strength | to your people; give them, O LORD, the bless | ings of peace. 
 
Peter and John are sent to support the new Christians in Samaria, a group that was recently baptized 
after hearing the good news of Christ through the preaching of Philip. Here the Samaritans receive 
the gift of the Holy Spirit in the laying on of hands. 
 

 SECOND READING: Acts 8:14-17 
 

  The Second Lesson is from the 8th chapter of Acts. 
 

THE LESSON READS: 
 
14Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of God, they sent 
Peter and John to them. 15The two went down and prayed for them that they might receive the Holy 
Spirit 16(for as yet the Spirit had not come upon any of them; they had only been baptized in the 
name of the Lord Jesus). 17Then Peter and John laid their hands on them, and they received the 
Holy Spirit. 
 

   Lector: Here ends the reading. 
   Cong:  Thanks be to God. 
   
 * THE VERSE (sung) 
   Alleluia! Lord and Savior: open now your saving word.   
   Let it burn like fire within us; speak until our hearts are stirred. 
   Alleluia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring. 
 
The reading opens with questions about the identity of the Messiah. John the Baptist insists that he 
is not the Messiah; instead he points ahead to one who is coming. And whether the voice of God 
was heard by all or only by Jesus, God settles the matter: Jesus is God's beloved Son. 
 

 * GOSPEL: Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 3rd chapter. 
C Glory to you, O Lord.  (sung) 
 

THE GOSPEL READS: 
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15As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning 
John, whether he might be the Messiah, 16John answered all of them by saying, "I baptize you with 
water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his 
sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17His winnowing fork is in his hand, to 
clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with 
unquenchable fire." 
 21Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and was 
praying, the heaven was opened, 22and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a 
dove. And a voice came from heaven, "You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased." 
 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 
   C Praise to you, O Christ.  (sung) 
 

SERMON                                                                                                             Sam Leister       Pastor Esborn 
 * HYMN OF THE DAY                        “Spirit of Gentleness”                         

* NICENE CREED (all) 
 We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 

that is, seen and unseen.  
 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 

Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 
made, of one Being with the Father.   

 Through him all things were made.  For us and for our salvation he came down from 
heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, 
and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he 
suffered death and was buried. 

 On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into 
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will 
have no end. 

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the prophets.  

 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
 We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.   

  Amen. 
 
 * PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P Giving thanks for the gift of baptism and the gifts of grace in the world, we pray for 
the church, the world, and all those in need. 

A brief silence. 
P For your church on earth, that your Spirit guides your children. Unite us in our 

common call to live out your justice and stand with our siblings of every faith 
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community. Lord, in your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
P For this world, which you redeemed, that the powerful in all nations foster its health 

and care for all its creatures. Lord, in your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
P Give your people of every land the tools and strength to care for one another. Give 

passion to strive for justice to your people. Bless all countries with the courage to 
follow what is wise and good. Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
P Lift up the poor and oppressed, ease the troubled minds and hearts of those in 

turmoil, and surround those who are ill with the comforts of good medicine and good 
friends, signs of your healing.  We pray especially for (all of our shut-ins: Marian 
Gross, Reba Sigler, Kitty Walters, Flo Beale, Ethel Bossinger, Jean McNaight, Jane 
Marhefka, Fay McCormick, Ruth Cisney, Ray Bramm, Dottie Smith, Dorothy Cleck, 
Carol Simonton, Lura Aughey, Earl & Mona Lawson, and Jim Yetter).  And for Bob 
& Jeanette St. Clair, Allison Garver, Clara Shepps, Andy & Wesley Kinzer, Kaiden 
Woods, Tina Hutchinson, Leiah Bridges, Mical Gayer, Judy Grimes, Sara Ann 
Aurand, Betsy Aumiller, Jodi Fitzgerald, Virginia Waller, Mindy Fryer, Mary Ann 
Bardell, Audrey Morral, Diane Layton, Gabby Baney, Josh Delancey, Kay Stuck, Tina 
Benner, Don Wert, Shirley Zeiders, Michelle Stoner, Sue Crouse, Sandy Pines, Carol 
Jan Mahlin and sons, Nancy Hannon, Tanner Johnson, Vincenzo Evola, Bowie Smith, 
Ed Forney, Clay Ianson, Steve Dreibelbis, and John Martin.  Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
P Guide those preparing for baptism, their sponsors, and this assembly so that we all 

live into the promises made in baptism. Lead us all to scripture, the holy supper, and 
toward justice and peace. Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
P We give you thanks for the lives of the faithful departed and for the assurance of the 

same resurrection by our baptism into Christ’s death. Lord, in your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
P Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all of your beloved for whom we pray, 

trusting in your mercy; through Christ our Lord. 
C Amen. 

 
 * SHARING OF GOD’S PEACE 

  P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
  C And also with you. 
  Congregational sharing:     “Peace be with you.” 

 
  OFFERING 
  OFFERTORY:                                     Hail, Star of Heaven                                     E. Grieg 

[Please pass the Friendship Pad down your pew for all to sign and then back to the center aisle so 
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everyone has the opportunity to read the names.  We request that our guests also give us their 
home address.  Thank you]. 
 
  ANTHEM:                          Baptized in Water                         Wayne Wold/Michael Saward 
 
 * SUNG OFFERTORY (‘vineyards’) (sung) 
   C Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of blessing. 
    Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown, that we may be fed with 
    the bread of life.  Gather the hopes and dreams of all; unite them with the 
    prayers we offer.  Grace our table with your presence, and give us a 
    foretaste of the feast to come. 
 
 * OFFERING PRAYER 
   P Merciful God, as grains of wheat scattered upon the hills were gathered together to 

become one bread, so let your church be gathered together from the ends of the earth 
into your kingdom, for yours is the glory through Jesus Christ, now and forever. 

   C Amen. 
 
MEAL 

* GREAT THANKSGIVING (sung responsively) 
 P The Lord be with you.  C And also with you. 
 P Lift up your hearts.   C We lift them to the Lord. 
 P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. C It is right to give him thanks and 
           praise. 
 

 * PREFACE 
  P It is indeed right and salutary … we praise your name and join their unending 
   hymn: 
 

(sung) Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow’r and might: Heaven and earth are full of your 
   glory.  Hosanna.  Hosanna.  Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is he who comes in 
   the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest. 
 

* EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
P   O God most mighty, O God most merciful, O God our rock and our salvation,  
     hear us as we praise, call us to your table, grant us your life. 

 

     When the earth was a formless void, you formed order and beauty. When 
     Abraham and Sarah were barren, you sent them a child.  When the Israelites 
     were enslaved, you led them to freedom.  Ruth faced starvation, David fought 
     Goliath, and the psalmists cried out for healing, and full of compassion, you 
     granted the people your life. 
 
     You entered our sorrows in Jesus our brother.  He was born among the poor, he  
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     lived under oppression, he wept over the city.  With infinite love, he granted the 
     people your life. 

 

     In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;  
     broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 
     you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

     Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,  
     saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people 
     for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

     Remembering his death, we cry out Amen. [Amen.] Celebrating his resurrection, 
     we shout Amen. [Amen.] Trusting his presence in every time and place, we plead 
     Amen. [Amen.] 

 

     O God, you are Breath: send your Spirit on this meal.  O God, you are Bread: feed 
     us with yourself.  O God, you are Wine: warm our hearts and make us one.  O God,  
     you are Fire: transform us with hope. 

 

     O God most majestic, O God most motherly, O God our strength and our song,  
     you show us a vision of a tree of life with fruits for all and leaves that heal the 
     nations.  Grant us such life, the life of the Father to the Son, the life of the Spirit of 
     our risen Savior, life in you, now and forever. 
C  Amen. 
 

(sung) Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honor and glory 
   is yours, almighty Father, now and forever.  Amen 
 
 * THE LORD’S PRAYER [‘trespasses’] (all) 

  C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
    those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
    us from evil. 
   For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  

Amen 
 
 * INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
   P Come to the table. Feast on God's abundant life for you. 
 
 * LAMB OF GOD (sung) 

  Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  Lamb of 
  God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  Lamb of God, you 
  take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 
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(In hospitality and attempting to meet the needs of individuals, Messiah now offers gluten free 
communion hosts.  If you wish to receive gluten free hosts, please come to the side where Pastor 
Esborn is serving). 
 

DISTRIBUTION 
[“AT CHANCEL RAIL” – come forward by the aisle on your right; take a communion cup from 
the table by the front pew.  Stand around the chancel rail to partake and return by the aisle to the 
left of your seat]. 
 

* COMMUNION BLESSING 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. 
C Amen 
 

 * POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE (sung) 
Thank the Lord and sing his praise; tell everyone what he has done.  Let all who seek 
the Lord rejoice and proudly bear his name.  He recalls his promises and leads his 
people forth in joy with shouts of thanksgiving.  Alleluia.  Alleluia. 

 
* PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

P We thank you, O God, that you have fed us at your banqueting table with bread and 
wine beyond compare, the very life of Christ for us. Send your Spirit with us now, that 
we may set the captive free, use your gifts to build one another up, and in everything 
reflect your glory revealed in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

   C Amen 
 
SENDING 
 * BLESSING 
   P God Almighty send you light and truth to keep you all the days of your life. The hand 

of God protect you; the holy angels accompany you; and the blessing of almighty 
God, the Father, the + Son, and the Holy Spirit, be with you now and forever. 

   C A-men, A-men, A-men  (sung) 
 
 * CLOSING HYMN              “Songs of Thankfulness and Praise”                   
    

* DISMISSAL 
P Go in peace.  Remember the poor.           C   Thanks be to God. 
 

  POSTLUDE:                                   Sheep May Safely Graze                                   J. S. Bach 
        
NEXT WEEK’S LECTOR – Bob St. Clair 
NEXT WEEK’S ALTAR GUILD – Kay Varner 
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WELCOME 
IF YOU WISH TO USE OR FOLLOW THE LITURGY MUSIC as we proceed through the service today, please 
use the yellow portfolios placed on top of the sound control system.  In addition, headsets are available in the 
narthex for our sound enhancement system for the hearing impaired. 
 
VISITORS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME to worship at Messiah.  We invite you to register your visit not only in 
the Friendship Pads, but also in the guest book provided in the narthex.  If you are seeking a church home, please 
speak to the pastor.  Our fellowship in Jesus Christ is open and extended to all persons who confess His Lordship 
over all life.  Thank you for worshiping with us.  We invite you to return.  Visitors are invited to commune with us 
if they are baptized and, if with us in our faith, they trust Jesus’ promise of the presence of the Body and Blood of 
Christ. 
 
WE INVITE EVERYONE (members and visitors) worshiping with us today to sign the Friendship Pads during 
the Organ Offertory.  If you are a visitor, please be sure to include your address when signing.  Please also place a 
check mark in the box (beside your name) if you are communing today and have not as yet given us a record of 
your participation in the sacrament during this quarter.  (A new quarter begins in January, April, July, and October). 
 The pads are found on the aisle seat of each pew in the nave, and in each section of the Adult Sunday School 
Room. 
 
THIS MORNING WE ARE LED IN OUR WORSHIP SERVICE by Sam Leister, an Authorized Lay Worship 
Leader of the Upper Susquehanna Synod.  Authorized Lay Worship Leader persons have received extensive 
training so as to provide worship leadership and preaching, and also have been authorized by the Bishop of the 
Synod to preside at the Lord’s Table in specific situations.  This is a ministry of the ELCA recognizing the mission 
need of the church for today and the future.  We welcome Sam as our worship leader this morning and pray God’s 
blessing on him as he ministers to us this morning. 
 
PRAYER REQUESTS will be placed in the weekly bulletin for one month.  If you wish to have someone included 
in the prayer list for more than one month, please call the church office. 
 
THE DEADLINE FOR ALL ITEMS TO BE INCLUDED IN THE SUNDAY BULLETIN IS THURSDAY 
NOON. 
 
DIAL-A-PRAYER (436-2100) IS AVAILABLE 24 HOURS DAILY! 
 
JUST A THOUGHT – Roswell C. Long, Christian Thinker: Worship liberates the personality by giving a new 
perspective to life. 
 
CONGREGATIONAL NEWS 
   

December 27, 2015 
Attendance – 59 
Total Offering - $2,974.00 
General Fund - $2,754.00 
 

Sunday School 
Attendance – 33 
Offering - $55.00 
 

Matthew 25 
Total December 2015 
$1,433.00 
 



 

11 

January 3, 2016 
Attendance – 63 
Total Offering - $3,318.00 
Total General Fund - $2,365.00 
 

Sunday School 
Attendance – 41 
Offering - $70.00 
 

  PRAYER CHAIN – Any time you wish to add a name to our prayer list, please contact Stacie Kint at 
dskint@nmax.net.  If at any time you would like to receive emails with prayer requests, please also contact Stacie. 
 
NEW ENVELOPES – The envelopes for 2016 are in the back of the Adult Sunday School Room.  If you have 
not already picked up your envelopes, please do so as soon as possible.  Please be aware that your number has 
changed and the envelopes are now in alphabetical order according to last names.  There are only 52 envelopes in 
each box—no colored extras for various funds.  Please check the funds and the amount you wish to contribute on 
the front of the envelope.  IMPORTANT: On the memo line of your check(s) also please specify which 
funds and how much.  You may use one check for several funds (specifying on both envelope and check) 
or write a separate check for each fund.  Thanks for helping us save $200.00 on envelopes this year.  Anyone 
who would like a statement of their contributions for 2015 for tax purposes may call the church office and your 
statement will be mailed to you. 
 
THE SECRETARY’S WEEKLY OFFICE HOURS are as follows: 
 

 Tuesday – 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
 Thursday – 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

 Friday – 12:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m. 
 
GIANT STORE GIFT CARDS are also now available as well as the Weis Cards to purchase from members of the 
Disciples Class. 
  
SYNOD ASSEMBLY DELEGATES NEEDED – Two members of Messiah are needed to attend the annual 
Synod Assembly in June 2016 at Susquehanna University, Selinsgrove.  Synod delegates should also plan on 
attending the Juniata Valley Conference Assembly the 1st Sunday of May.  If you are interested in serving, please 
contact Pastor Esborn or the church office. 
 
A FIRST COMMUNION CLASS will be offered in February.  Please register with the church office by January 22, 
2016 if you would like your child to attend.  Date and time for the class will be arranged with parents. 
 
BAPTISMAL/NEW MEMBER CLASS – If you wish to have your child baptized or you wish to attend the New 
Members Class, please let the church office know by January 18, 2016 so a class can be scheduled. 
THANK YOU TO ALL who donated gallon-size cans for Bethesda Mission.  A total of 108 cans were collected. 
 
HELP AVAILABLE – If you or someone you know needs help with home repairs or yard work, there are 
volunteers in our community who may be able to help.  For more information, contact Michael “Doc” Johnston at 
436-9209. 
 
THANK YOU: “Dear Members of Messiah….thank you for the support and prayers for me and my Mom during 
the last 9 years.  My Mom loved coming here to church with me.  She said it felt just like home.” 
 
           Sincerely,  Cindy Van Gavree 

mailto:dskint@nmax.net
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THANK YOU so much to our friends at Messiah Lutheran Church for your extremely generous donation to the 
Juniata County Food Pantry to help our neighbors in need.  Winter is the most dangerous time of year for the 
3,000 children, adults, and elderly living in poverty in Juniata County and struggling to survive.  Daily choices 
include whether to buy food or heating oil; gas for the car or medicine for the kids.  Your gift will help to provide 
many families not only with essential food and supplies, but also with hope in the knowledge that someone still 
cares. 
           Sincerely, 
           Your Friends at the 
           Juniata County Food Pantry 
 
WOMEN OF THE ELCA 
MESSIAH WOMEN OF THE ELCA continuously collect new bath-size bars of soap (4oz. to 5oz., preferably 
Ivory or unscented Dove) as an on-going project for Lutheran World Relief.  Please place soap in the basket on the 
blue table in the Adult Sunday School Room. 
 
MESSIAH WOMEN OF THE ELCA will meet on Thursday, January 14, 2016 at 7:00 p.m. in the Youth Area. 
 
COMMUNITY 
MEALS-ON-WHEELS needs volunteer cooks, drivers and people to help assemble meals.  Cooks are especially 
needed for the 5th Tuesday and 5th Friday of the month.  If you have some spare time and can help, please call 
Dottie Heck at 436-6002 or 717-348-1950 (cell). 
 
APARTMENT FOR RENT AT JAM HOUSE – The board of directors at JAM House is looking for an individual 
or a couple to rent the four-room apartment attached to our house.  The apartment has a separate entrance, 
parking and all utilities are included with the $800/mo. rent.  If you know of someone who may be interested, 
please contact Larry Wise at 436-6629. 
 
WHAT IS CIMT AND HOW CAN IT HELP ME? Carotid intima-media thickness (CIMT) measurement is a 
non-invasive screening tool, using ultrasound, that provides very useful information about a person’s cardiovascular 
health.  It detects the earliest traces of plaque within the layers of the artery walls, years before there is enough 
obstruction of blood flow to cause heart attack or stroke.  It also allows the calculation of “arterial age,” which 
equates a person’s average carotid artery thickness to a person of that age who is at a normal risk.  The Prevention 
Health Screenings group will be at Messiah Lutheran Church on Friday, January 15, 2016 from 9:00 a.m. to 
4:00 p.m. to offer you this CIMT screening along with 7 other quick, painless, non-invasive health screenings to 
see if you are at risk for serious health problems.  The costs vary depending on how many screenings you have 
done.  You must have an appointment to have the screenings done and appointments are at first-come-first-
serve—so register early.  This program has been very popular in the past years.  Call 1-800-257-3516 or go to 
www.preventionhealth.org for more information. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.preventionhealth.org/


 

13 

THIS WEEK AT MESSIAH 
 
Today:    -Baptism of Our Lord/Festival of Epiphany 
     -9:15 a.m., Sunday School/Catechetical Class. 
     -10:30 a.m., Worship/Communion/Jr. Church. 
 

Monday:   -8 p.m., AA meeting in Fellowship Hall. 
 
Tuesday:   -9 a.m., “The Needlers” in Fellowship Hall. 
     -7 p.m., 4-H Beef Club in Youth Area. 
 

Wednesday:  -7 p.m., Choir rehearsal. 
 

Thursday:   -7 p.m., WELCA meeting in Youth Area. 
 

Friday:   -9 a.m.-4 p.m., Prevention Health Screening in Fellowship Hall. 
 

Sunday:   -9:15 a.m., Sunday School/Catechetical Class. 
     -10:30 a.m., Worship/Communion/Jr. Church. 
     -Worship & Music Committee mtg. following Worship Service. 
     -7 p.m., PPC meeting in Youth Area. 

 
 


