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Messiah Lutheran Church 

3 South Third Street 

Mifflintown, PA 17059 

Church Office / 436-6213      Dial-A-Prayer / 436-2100 

 

The Reverend William N. Esborn  Pastor 

Andrea Cameron                              Choir Director 

Carole Nace        Organist 
 

COMMUNITY GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE 

THE WORDS FROM THE CROSS 

April 3, 2015 – 12:00 Noon—3:00 P.M. 
 

12:00 Noon       TOLLING OF CHIMES 
 

               OPENING RITE 
 
 INVOCATION (stand) 
  Pastor: Behold, the life-giving cross on which was hung the salvation of the whole 
     world. 

  Congre: Oh, come, let us worship him. (Repeat dialogue twice, louder each time) 
 
 HOLY SCRIPTURE: Mark 15:1-26 (be seated) 
 
 PRAYER (spoken in unison) (stand) 

  Almighty God, look with loving mercy on your family, for whom our Lord Jesus 

  Christ was willing to be betrayed, and to be given over to the hands of sinners, 

  and to suffer death on the cross; who now lives and reigns with you and the 

  Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.  Amen 
 

12:05         THE FIRST WORD 
 
    “FATHER, FORGIVE THEM FOR THEY KNOW NOT WHAT THEY DO.” 
 
 INVOCATION (stand) 
  Pastor: We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you. 

  Congre: By your holy cross you have redeemed the world. 
 
 HYMN                             “Just as I Am, without One Plea”                             
 
 THE WORD (be seated) 
  Old Testament Lesson:  Isaiah 53:4-6 
  Anthem 
  Gospel: Luke 23:32-38 
  Homily       Pastor William Esborn 
 
 PRAYER                 “Jesus, in Thy Dying Woes” (Part I, vss. 1-3)                  
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12:30         THE SECOND WORD 
 
     “MY GOD, MY GOD, WHY HAST THOU FORSAKEN ME?” 
 
 INVOCATION (stand) 
  Pastor: We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you. 

  Congre: By your holy cross you have redeemed the world. 
  Hymn                          “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded”                          
 
 THE WORD (be seated) 
  Old Testament Lesson:  Psalm 22:1-2 
  Anthem 
  Gospel: Mark 15:33-35 
  Homily       Pastor Gay Irwin 
 
 PRAYER              “Jesus, in Thy Dying Woes” (Part IV, vss. 10-12)              
 

12:55         THE THIRD WORD 
 
     “TODAY YOU SHALL BE WITH ME IN PARADISE.” 
 
 INVOCATION (stand) 
  Pastor: We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you. 

  Congre: By your holy cross you have redeemed the world. 
  Hymn                                    “In the Hour of Trial”                                     
 
 THE WORD (be seated) 
  Old Testament Lesson:  Isaiah 50:4; 51:1 
  Anthem 
  Gospel: Luke 23:39-43 
  Homily       Mr. Samuel Leister 
 
 PRAYER                 “Jesus, in Thy Dying Woes” (Part II, vss. 4-6)                 
 

1:20         THE FOURTH WORD 
 
     “WOMAN, BEHOLD YOUR SON; BEHOLD, YOUR MOTHER.” 
 
 INVOCATION (stand) 
  Pastor: We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you. 

  Congre: By your holy cross you have redeemed the world. 
  Hymn                             “Beneath the Cross of Jesus”                             
 
 THE WORD (be seated) 
  Old Testament Lesson:  Zechariah 12:10 
  Anthem 
  Gospel: John 19:23-27 
  Homily       Pastor Stephanie Rupert 
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 PRAYER                “Jesus, in Thy Dying Woes” (Part III, vss. 7-9)                 
 

1:45         THE FIFTH WORD 
 
                “I THIRST.” 
 
 INVOCATION (stand) 
  Pastor: We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you. 

  Congre: By your holy cross you have redeemed the world. 
  Hymn                           “Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed”                           
 
 THE WORD (be seated) 
  Old Testament Lesson:  Psalm 22:14-15; Psalm 69:21 
  Anthem 
  Gospel: John 19:28-29 
  Homily                                                                                         Pastor William Esborn
            
 PRAYER              “Jesus, in Thy Dying Woes” (Part V, vss. 13-15)               
 

2:10         THE SIXTH WORD 
 
            “IT IS FINISHED.” 
 
 INVOCATION (stand) 
  Pastor: We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you. 

  Congre: By your holy cross you have redeemed the world. 
  Hymn                        “Go to Dark Gethsemane” (vss. 1-3)                        
 
 THE WORD (be seated) 
  Old Testament Lesson:  Isaiah 49:5-6 
  Anthem 
  Gospel: John 19:30 
  Homily       Pastor Chris Mathiason 
 
 PRAYER              “Jesus, in Thy Dying Woes” (Part VI, vss. 16-18)              
 

2:35         THE SEVENTH WORD 
 
      “FATHER, INTO THY HANDS I COMMIT MY SPIRIT.” 
 
 INVOCATION (stand) 
  Pastor: We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you. 

  Congre: By your holy cross you have redeemed the world. 
  Hymn                                     “Glory Be to Jesus”                                     
 
 THE WORD (be seated) 
  Old Testament Lesson:  Isaiah 42:1 
  Anthem 
  Gospel: Luke 23:44-49 
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  Homily       Father Michael Opoki 
 
 PRAYER             “Jesus, in Thy Dying Woes” (Part VII, vss. 19-21)              
 

2:55         THE CLOSING RITE 
 
 INVOCATION (stand) 
  Pastor: Behold, the life-giving cross on which was hung the salvation of the whole 
     world. 

  Congre: Oh, come, let us worship him.  (Repeat dialogue twice, louder each time) 
 
 PRAYER (spoken in unison) 

  Lord Jesus, you carried our sins in your own body on the tree so that we might 

  have life.  May we and all who remember this day find new life in you now and 

  in the world to come, where you live and reign with the Father and the Holy 

  Spirit, now and forever.  Amen 
 
 CLOSING HYMN                     “In the Cross of Christ I Glory”                     
 
 CLOSING CHIMES 
 
   Worshippers may remain for silent meditation and prayer after the service. 
 
WE WELCOME OUR NEIGHBORS, FRIENDS AND CHRISTIAN BROTHERS AND 
SISTERS from the other churches of the community and appreciate the opportunity that is 
ours as fellow Christians to worship together.  Messiah is glad to have you as our guests 
today and we pray that the service will be a rich blessing to you. 
 
WE THANK ALL WHO ARE PARTICIPATING IN THE SERVICE TODAY.  
 
THE OFFERING PLATES are located in the rear.  The offering will be given to the 
Mifflin/Mifflintown Area Ministerium for its continued ministry to our community. 
 
RESTROOMS AND NURSERY ARE LOCATED through the door at the rear of the nave.  
No nursery attendant is provided today, but parents are welcome to take their children there 
and listen to the service (the control knob for the PA system is beside the hallway door). 
 
THE EASTER SUNRISE SERVICE will be held on Sunday, April 5, 2015 at Trinity United 
Methodist Church with Pastor Stephanie Rupert preaching.  Service will begin at 6:15 a.m., 
gathering at the river, then processing to the church.  (If the weather is inclement, service 
will be held at the church). 
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 Updated 3/13/15 

 

EMERGENCY NUMBERS 
 

In case of any type of emergency or problem involving the building or equipment, 

please call any member of the Property Committee. 

 

 

 

Varner, Kay                    Home: 436-6641                    Cell: 717-994-2093 

 

Beaver, Ann                   Home: 436-9382                    Cell: 717-543-7953 

 

Goss, Larry                      Home: 436-8388                    Cell: 717-363-0982 

 

Hazard, George             Home: 436-8637                    Cell: 717-994-5184 

 

Henry, Nathan                Home: 436-9343                    Cell: 717-994-8094 

 

Kramer, Leon                  Home: 436-6994                    Cell: 717-994-2153 

 

Miller, Clint                      Home: 436-2876                    Cell: 717-348-9685 

 

Miller, Ray                       Home: 436-6708                    Cell: 717-348-1916 

 

Smith, Rich                      Home: 436-6191                    Cell: 717-343-5710 

 

 

 

 

Church Secretary:     Armstrong, Judy     Home: 436-5628     Cell: 717-953-5379 

 

Church Janitor:          Phelan, Dave         Home: 436-8604     Cell: 717-348-4333 

 

Church Office:           436-6213 

 

Pastor Esborn:             Home: 436-9425     Cell: 717-348-5761 
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SHUT-IN ADDRESSES 
 

 

Jean McNaight 

190 JAM House Road, Cottage #5 

Mifflin, PA  17058 

436-6918 

 

Ethel Bossinger, Evelyn Stetler 

69 Cottage Drive 

Mifflin, PA  17058 (Locust Grove’s # 436-8921 

 

Flo Beale, Marian Gross, Fay McCormick, Sara Ann Aurand 

2 Manor Blvd. 

Mifflintown, PA  17059 (Brookline’s # 436-2178 

 

Carol Simonton 

3 Alex Circle 

Mifflintown, PA  17059 (Berry’s # 436-2170) 

 

Dorothy Cleck, Dorothy Smith 

99 Northridge Drive 

McAlisterville, PA  17049 (Northridge’s # 463-3413) 

 

Ruth Cisney & Ray Bramm 

58 Honaman House Drive, Apt. 108 

Thompsontown, PA  17094 

535-4425 

 

Helen Knox 

Golden Living Center William Penn 

163 Summit Drive 

Lewistown, PA  17044 

248-3941 (William Penn’s # 248-3941) 

 

Reba Sigler 

23390 Rt. 35 North 

Mifflintown, PA  17059 

436-2412 

 

Sara Kathryn Walters 

P.O. Box 61 

Port Royal, PA  17082 

527-2722 
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Earl & Mona Lawson 

2792 William Penn Hwy. 

Mifflintown, PA  17059 

436-2416 

 

Dorothy Patterson (Cindy Van Gavree’s mother) 

Richfield Senior Living Center 

631 Main St. 

Richfield, PA  17086 

(Nursing home’s # 694-0001) 

 

Evelyn Spriggle (Ann Beaver’s mother) 

2 Manor Blvd. 

Mifflintown, PA  17059 

 

Jim Yetter 

10 Cedar Street 

Mifflintown, PA  17059 

436-6113 

 

Donald Lewis 

23 Manbeck Drive 

Mifflintown, PA  17059 

436-2038 

 

Eugene & Esther Rhine 

2 Breezy Lane 

Mifflintown, PA  17059 

436-8457 


