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Messiah Lutheran Church 

3 South Third Street 
Mifflintown, PA 17059 

Church Office / 436-6213      Dial-A-Prayer / 436-2100 
 

The Reverend William N. Esborn   Pastor 

Bob St. Clair        Organist 

Andrea Cameron                              Choir Director 

Barbara S. Geedey      Lector 

Barbara S. Geedey      Altar Guild 

Emma Arentz        Crucifer 

Livia Arentz        Acolyte 
 

THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 August 23, 2015 – 9:15 a.m. 

 

*Please Stand as YOU Are Able 
 

PEOPLE TO REMEMBER IN PRAYER TODAY 
 

SHUT-INS: Marian G., Reba S., Kitty W., Flo B., Ethel B., Jean M., Helen K., Sis S., Jane M., Fay M., 

Dorothy P., Ruth C., Ray B., Dottie S., Dorothy C. 

OTHERS: Sarah S., Rick W., Avonel W., Jesse K., Jim W., Ed F., Allison S., Charlene A., Bob & 

Jeanette S., Charlie R., Allison G., Clara S., Andy & Wesley K., Gus K., Kaiden W., Tina H., John M., 

Leiah B., Michal G., Judy G., Jane B., Diana K., Carol, Sara Ann A., Jan & John M.,  Betsy A., Jodi 

F., Virginia W., Dot Z., Mindy F., Angela & Scott B., Mary Ann B., Audrey M. 

 

PREPARATION 

CHIMES: CALL TO WORSHIP 

PRELUDE:                                   “Crown Him Lord of All!”                                   G. M. Martin 

 [A Time for Meditation and Prayer] 

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

INTRODUCTION 

  In today’s gospel many people take offense at Jesus’ invitation to eat his flesh and 

  drink his blood; even many of Jesus’ disciples peel off.  This is the backdrop in John’s 

  gospel for Peter’s confession of faith.  “To whom can we go?” asks Peter, in words we 

  sometimes sing just before the gospel is read.  “You have the words of eternal life.” 

  In order to take such a stand, as Peter and Joshua did, Paul tells us to arm ourselves 

  with the word of God.  We pray in the Spirit that we might be bold ambassadors of 

  the gospel. 

 

 * BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

  P In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit 
  C Amen 

 

   P God of all mercy and consolation, come to the aid of your people, turning us 
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   from our sin to live for you alone.  Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that, 

   attentive to your Word, we may confess our sins, receive your forgiveness, 

   and grow into the fullness of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
  C Amen 
 

  P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

  P Gracious God, 
  C have mercy on us.  In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, 
   things done and left undone.  Uphold us by your Spirit so that we may live and 
   serve you in newness of life, to the honor and glory of your holy name; through 
   Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 
 

  P Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord 

   Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit 

   keep you in eternal life. 

  C Amen. 

 

 * SHARING OF GOD’S PEACE 

   P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
   C And also with you. 

   Congregational sharing:     “Peace be with you.” 

 

GATHERING 

 * ENTRANCE HYMN                        “O Jesus I Have Promised”                         

* GREETING 

  P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

   Holy Spirit be with you all.  
      C And also with you. 
 

* KYRIE (sung) 

   P Ky-ri-e, e-le-i-son:      C   Lord, have mer-cy. 

   P Chri-ste, e-le-i-son:      C   Christ, have mer-cy. 

   P Ky-ri-e, e-le-i-son:      C   Lord, have mer-cy. 

  

 * HYMN OF PRAISE (sung) 
    Glo-ry to God, glo-ry to God, glo-ry to God in the highest; 
    glo-ry to God, glo-ry to God, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth. 
    Lord God, heav-en-ly king, al-might-y God and Fa-ther, we wor-ship you, we 
     give you thanks, we praise you for your glo-ry. 
    Glo-ry to God, glo-ry to God, glo-ry to God in the highest; 
    glo-ry to God, glo-ry to God, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth. 
    Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take 
     a-way the sin of the world: have mer-cy on us; 
    you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther: re-ceive our prayer. 
    Glo-ry to God, glo-ry to God, glo-ry to God in the highest; 
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    glo-ry to God, glo-ry to God, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth. 
    For you a-lone are the Ho-ly One, you a-lone are the Lord, you a-lone are the 
     Most High, Je-sus Christ, with the Ho-ly Spir-it, in the glo-ry of God the Fa-ther. 
     A-men. 
    Glo-ry to God, glo-ry to God, glo-ry to God in the highest; 
    glo-ry to God, glo-ry to God, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth, and peace 
     to God’s peo-ple on earth. 
 

 * SALUTATION AND RESPONSE (spoken) 

   P The Lord be with you                         C    And also with you. 

 

 * PRAYER OF THE DAY (spoken in unison) 

   P Let us pray… 
   C Holy God, your word feeds your people with life that is eternal.  Direct our 

choices and preserve us in your truth, that, renouncing what is false and evil, we 
may live in you, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen 

 

WORD 

In the Near East, covenant means agreement or alliance.  It describes relationships and is 

the primary word used to characterize the relationship between God and Israel.  By 

delivering Israel, God has already begun the relationship.  Joshua calls upon the people to 

respond. 
 

  FIRST READING 
 

   A reading from Joshua 24:1-2a, 14-18 
 

THE LESSON READS:
 

1Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and summoned the elders, the heads, 

the judges, and the officers of Israel; and they presented themselves before God. 2And 

Joshua said to all the people, 14"Revere the LORD, and serve him in sincerity and in 

faithfulness; put away the gods that your ancestors served beyond the River and in Egypt, 

and serve the LORD. 15Now if you are unwilling to serve the LORD, choose this day whom you 

will serve, whether the gods your ancestors served in the region beyond the River or the gods 

of the Amorites in whose land you are living; but as for me and my household, we will serve 

the LORD." 
16Then the people answered, "Far be it from us that we should forsake the LORD to 

serve other gods; 17for it is the LORD our God who brought us and our ancestors up from the 

land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, and who did those great signs in our sight. He 

protected us along all the way that we went, and among all the peoples through whom we 

passed; 18and the LORD drove out before us all the peoples, the Amorites who lived in the 

land. Therefore we also will serve the LORD, for he is our God." 
 

   Lector: The word of the Lord. 

   Congregation:  Thanks be to God.  (spoken) 
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  PSALM: Psalm 34:15-22 (Responsively) 
 

L – The eyes of the LORD are upon the righteous.  (Ps. 34:15) 
 

15The eyes of the LORD are upon the righteous, and God's ears are open to their cry. 
16The face of the LORD is against those who do evil, to erase the remembrance of them from 
the earth. 
17The righteous cry, and the LORD hears them and delivers them from all their troubles. 
18The LORD is near to the brokenhearted and saves those whose spirits are crushed. 
19Many are the troubles of the righteous, but the LORD delivers them from every one. 
20God will keep safe all their bones; not one of them shall be broken.  
21Evil will bring death to the wicked and those who hate the righteous will be punished. 
22O LORD, you redeem the life of your servants, and those who put their trust in you will not be 
punished. 
 

ALL – The eyes of the LORD are upon the righteous. 
 

Like a general giving a rousing speech to troops before battle, this letter closes by calling on 

Christians to be equipped for spiritual warfare against evil.  The full armor of God includes 

truth, righteousness, peace, faith, the gift of salvation, and the word of God inspired by the 

Spirit. 
 

 SECOND READING 
 

  A reading from Ephesians 6:10-20
 

THE LESSON READS: 
 

10Be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his power. 11Put on the whole armor of God, so 

that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. 12For our struggle is not against 

enemies of blood and flesh, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic 

powers of this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. 
13Therefore take up the whole armor of God, so that you may be able to withstand on 

that evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm. 14Stand therefore, and fasten the 

belt of truth around your waist, and put on the breastplate of righteousness. 15As shoes for 

your feet put on whatever will make you ready to proclaim the gospel of peace. 16With all of 

these, take the shield of faith, with which you will be able to quench all the flaming arrows of 

the evil one. 17Take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of 

God. 
18Pray in the Spirit at all times in every prayer and supplication. To that end keep alert 

and always persevere in supplication for all the saints. 19Pray also for me, so that when I 

speak, a message may be given to me to make known with boldness the mystery of the 

gospel, 20for which I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that I may declare it boldly, as I must 

speak. 
 

   Lector: The word of the Lord. 

   Congregation:  Thanks be to God.  (spoken) 
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 * GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (sung) 

  Al-le-lu-ia.  Lord, to whom shall we go? Al-le-lu-ia.  You have the words of e-ter-nal 
  life.  Al-le-lu—ia.  Al-le-lu—ia. 
 

The “hard saying” that offends Jesus’ disciples is his claim that his followers must eat his flesh 

and drink his blood.  The followers who return to their old lives know something about how 

odd this sounds.  Simon Peter, on the other hand, knows something about the scarcity of 

living, gracious words.  He asks the most important question: “To whom shall we go?” 
 

 * GOSPEL: John 6:56-59 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to John, the 6th chapter. 

C Glory to you, O Lord.  (spoken) 
 

THE GOSPEL READS: 
 

[Jesus said,] 56"Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in me, and I in them. 57Just 

as the living Father sent me, and I live because of the Father, so whoever eats me will live 

because of me. 58This is the bread that came down from heaven, not like that which your 

ancestors ate, and they died. But the one who eats this bread will live forever." 59He said 

these things while he was teaching in the synagogue at Capernaum. 
60When many of his disciples heard it, they said, "This teaching is difficult; who can 

accept it?" 61But Jesus, being aware that his disciples were complaining about it, said to 

them, "Does this offend you? 62Then what if you were to see the Son of Man ascending to 

where he was before? 63It is the spirit that gives life; the flesh is useless. The words that I have 

spoken to you are spirit and life. 64But among you there are some who do not believe." For 

Jesus knew from the first who were the ones that did not believe, and who was the one that 

would betray him. 65And he said, "For this reason I have told you that no one can come to 

me unless it is granted by the Father." 
66Because of this many of his disciples turned back and no longer went about with 

him. 67So Jesus asked the twelve, "Do you also wish to go away?" 68Simon Peter answered 

him, "Lord, to whom can we go? You have the words of eternal life. 69We have come to 

believe and know that you are the Holy One of God." 
 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 

   C Praise to you, O Christ.  (spoken) 
 

SERMON       Pastor Esborn 

 * HYMN OF THE DAY                            “Blessed Assurance”                             

 * APOSTLES’ CREED (‘new version’) (all) 
   I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

   I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
   Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified died, and 
   was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he 
   ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 
   come to judge the living and the dead. 
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   I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
   forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen 
 

  OFFERING 

 

  OFFERTORY:                     “Offertory On An Ancient Melody”                     P. I. Tchaikovsky 

 

[Please pass the Friendship Pad down your pew for all to sign and then back to the center 

aisle so everyone has the opportunity to read the names.  We request that our guests also 

give us their home address.  Thank you]. 

 

  SPECIAL MUSIC                                                                                                    Rylie Cooper 

  

 * SUNG OFFERTORY (‘vineyards’) 
   Let the vine-yards be fruit-full, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of bless-ing.  Gath- 
   er a har-vest from the seeds that were sown, that we may be fed with the bread of 
   life.  Gath-er the hopes and dreams of all; u-nite them with the prayers we of-fer 
   now.  Grace our ta-ble with your pres-ence, Lord, and give us a fore-taste of the 
   feast to come. 
 

 * OFFERING PRAYER 

   P Let us pray.  Merciful God,  
   C we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—ourselves, our 
    time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love.  Receive them for the 
    sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 
 

 * PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P With confidence in God’s compassion and generosity, let us pray for the 

church, the world, and all of God’s creation. 

A brief silence. 

P Faithful God, we pray for the church.  Lead it always to proclaim its faith in you, 

who gives us the words of eternal life.  Give your church the gifts of truth and 

righteousness.  Lord, in your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 

P We pray for our fragile and beautiful planet.  Renew our sense of wonder and 

our determination to care for your creation.  Lord, in your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 

P We pray for the leaders of the world.  Equip them to serve with justice and to 

dispel the forces of evil.  Inspire the citizens of every country to love wisdom and 

mercy.  Lord, in your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 

P We pray for the brokenhearted and those whose spirits are crushed.  Wrap 

them in the warm embrace of your all-encompassing love.  Restore them to 

wholeness (especially all of our shut-ins, both at home and in nursing homes, 

and for Dorothy Patterson, Sarah Shellenberger, Rick Waller, Sr., Avonel Waller, 

Jesse Kint, Jim Woltman,  Ed Forney, Allison Saner, Charlene Aughey, Bob & 

Jeanette St. Clair, Charlie Rush, Allison Garver, Clara Shepps, Andy & Wesley 
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Kinzer, Gus Keiser, Kaiden Woods, Tina Hutchinson, John Miller, Leiah Bridges, 

Michal Gayer, Judy Grimes, Jane Ann (Ziegler) Baney, Diana Kint, Sara Ann 

Aurand, Carol, Jan & John Mahlin, Betsy Aumiller, Jodi Fitzgerald, Virginia 

Waller, Dot Zeiders, Mindy Fryer, Angela & Scott Bryner, Mary Ann Bardell, and 

Audrey Morral).  Lord, in your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 

P We pray for this assembly as it prepares education ministries.  Bless those 

planning and preparing for Sunday school, confirmation, adult education, and 

intergenerational learning opportunities.  Lord, in your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 

   Here other intercessions may be offered. 

   P We give thanks for all who have gone before us.  Give us wisdom to follow their 

    example of faithful living and to stay true to the path of peace.  Lord, in your 

    mercy, 
   C hear our prayer. 

P Into your loving hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your abundant mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
C Amen 

 

 * THE LORD’S PRAYER [‘new version’] (all) 

   P Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 
  C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 
    be done, on earth as in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 
    against us. 

    Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
    For the Kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and for ever.  Amen 
 

 * BLESSING 

   P Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

   C A-men, A-men, A-men  (sung) 

 

 * CLOSING HYMN                         “Lead On, O King Eternal”                          

 

MEAL 

* COMMUNION DIALOGUE (from Isaiah 55) 

 P Let us give thanks to the Lord.  
 C for through these gifts he comes to feed us. 

 P All you who are thirsty, come to the waters.  You who have no money, come, 

  receive bread, and eat. 
 C Come, without paying and without cost, drink wine and eat. 

 P Let us come to his table with joy, 
 C for we come as God’s invited guests! 
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* EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

P   Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
 

     In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and 

     suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened 

     his arms to all. 
 

     In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;  

     broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 

     you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

     Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,  

     saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people 

     for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

     Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his 

     coming in glory. 
 

     Pour out your Holy Spirit, that by this Holy Communion we may know the unity we 

     share with all your people in the body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

     Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is 

     yours, almighty Father, now and forever.       
C  Amen. 

 

(In hospitality and attempting to meet the needs of individuals, Messiah now offers gluten 

free communion hosts.  If you wish to receive gluten free hosts, please come to the side 

where Pastor Esborn is serving). 
 

DISTRIBUTION:                                                 “Verset”                                                G. Blake 

[“INTINCTION” – dip your wafer in the wine.  Come forward by the center aisle and return by 

the side aisle.  All who wish to stand at the chancel rail after partaking for a time of silent 

meditation are invited to do so]. 

 

 * COMMUNION BLESSING 

  P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

   grace. 
  C Amen 

 

* PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

P Let us pray. 

 Almighty God, you provide the true bread from heaven, your Son, Jesus Christ 

our Lord.  Grant that we who have received the Sacrament of his body and 

blood may abide in him and he in us, that we may be filled with the power of 

his endless life, now and forever. 
   C Amen 

 

* DISMISSAL 

P Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
C   Thanks be to God. 
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 POSTLUDE 

 

NEXT WEEK’S LECTOR – Andrea Cameron 

NEXT WEEK’S ALTAR GUILD – Barb S. Geedey 

 
WELCOME 

IF YOU WISH TO USE OR FOLLOW THE LITURGY MUSIC as we proceed through the service 

today, please use the green portfolios placed on top of the sound control system.  In 

addition, headsets are available in the narthex for our sound enhancement system for the 

hearing impaired. 

 

VISITORS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME to worship at Messiah.  We invite you to register your visit 

not only in the Friendship Pads, but also in the guest book provided in the narthex.  If you are 

seeking a church home, please speak to the pastor.  Our fellowship in Jesus Christ is open 

and extended to all persons who confess His Lordship over all life.  Thank you for worshiping 

with us.  We invite you to return.  Visitors are invited to commune with us if they are baptized 

and, if with us in our faith, they trust Jesus’ promise of the presence of the Body and Blood of 

Christ. 

 

WE INVITE EVERYONE (members and visitors) worshiping with us today to sign the Friendship 

Pads during the Organ Offertory.  If you are a visitor, please be sure to include your address 

when signing.  Please also place a check mark in the box (beside your name) if you are 

communing today and have not as yet given us a record of your participation in the 

sacrament during this quarter.  (A new quarter begins in January, April, July, and October).  

The pads are found on the aisle seat of each pew in the nave, and in each section of the 

Adult Sunday School Room.

 

WE WELCOME Rylie Cooper and thank her for providing the special music for our worship 

service today. 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS will be placed in the weekly bulletin for one month.  If you wish to have 

someone included in the prayer list for more than one month, please call the church office. 

 

THE DEADLINE FOR ALL ITEMS TO BE INCLUDED IN THE SUNDAY BULLETIN IS THURSDAY NOON. 

 

DIAL-A-PRAYER (436-2100) IS AVAILABLE 24 HOURS DAILY! 

 

JUST A THOUGHT – Walter Elwell, et. al, Contemporary Author: The fact that a remnant 

survives emphasizes both the grace of God and the dawning of a new age and a new 

community. 

 
CONGREGATIONAL NEWS 
 

AUGUST 16, 2015 ATTENDANCE  67.  TOTAL OFFERING $2,748.00--GENERAL FUND $2,348.00 
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SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT FROM YOUR PPC: The PPC has met both on 7/26 and 8/9 where 

our new treasurer Ann Beaver presented our financial information.  It was made clearly 

evident to all of the PPC that we need to make serious adjustments to our budget 

expenditures in order to overcome the deficit MLC is currently experiencing between 

income and expenditures.  The PPC is also making a special appeal to all Messiah members 

to examine and pray about their current monetary giving level and if at all possible increase 

that level over the coming weeks.  PPC is formulating a reduced expenditure plan to 

present for a vote at a special congregational meeting on September 13, 2015.  Your 

prayers for our church and the PPC are encouraged as we work through this difficult 

circumstance. 
 

  PRAYER CHAIN – Any time you wish to add a name to our prayer list, please contact Stacie 

  Kint at dskint@nmax.net.  If at any time you would like to receive emails with prayer 

  requests, please also contact Stacie. 

 

JUMP START BLOG: The teacher recruitment for Children’s and Youth Sunday School is now 

complete! As you may recall, our Jump Start model for Sunday School provides for TWO 

teachers per class.  We now have enough teachers to do this! In the past, there was only 

one teacher per class, and this had the built in negative bias of wearing out (and burning 

out) the teacher who struggled over the long haul at any cost.  With the two teacher model, 

the teachers in each two-teacher team now have the flexibility of accommodating pressing 

personal schedules as they develop.  The multiple teacher model is nothing new to Messiah. 

It has been part and parcel of our adult Sunday School for years if not decades.  What is 

new is the application of this model to youth classes. 

 Ideally, when both teachers are available, BOTH will be present each Sunday.  On any 

given Sunday, one of the two will be the designated teacher while the other will be 

subordinated to a support role.  The subordinated teacher will be free to provide individual 

assistance to students as needed, to prepare reproducible study sheets at the laser copier, 

and to assist the designated teacher as needed.  The two teachers will reverse their roles on 

a scheme acceptable to both.  They may be the designated teacher every other week or 

every other month or every other unit such as they decide between them.  Perhaps the most 

important outcome to having them both attend classes as much as possible will be that the 

“helper” teacher will be up to speed with the flow of the subject matter. 

 Teacher assignments have changed a bit over the past two weeks as it became 

necessary to tweak the arrangement.  What follows is a listing of the final assignments: 
 

 Nursery: Elizabeth Book & Briley Holderman 

 Grades K – 2: Tawny Mummah & Nasreen Kepler 

 Grades 3 – 5: Sandy Pines & Jean Compton 

 Grades 6 – 12: Kate Swailes & Caroline Bryner 

 Young Adults: Linda Bahorik & Barb Geedey 
 

 NOTE: Linda Clark will be the Real-time Facilitator – “Principal” of the Sunday School.  As 

such she will work to maintain a smooth running School.  As the teachers have needs, she 

will be their onsite “go-to-person” who will work to make things right.  She will also be the 

overseer of Act 34 Clearance documentation. 

 

mailto:dskint@nmax.net
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THANKS! The Christian Education Committee and the whole Jump Start Team wish to extend 

heartfelt thanks to the two (anonymous) parties who made very generous gifts to defray 

some of the initial cost of Jump-starting Children’s and Youth Sunday School at Messiah.  We 

can now report that the Laser Copier necessary for the workings of our curriculum has been 

purchased, delivered, setup and is ready to go! 

 

THE STAINED GLASS FUND has been closed.  The Gethsemane window has been paid and at 

this time all our stained glass windows are fine and need no further restoration.  The Property 

Committee thanks everyone who has so generously contributed to our five year stained 

glass project, and hope you continue to support the Building Fund in order to keep all of our 

property in good repair. 

 

EARLY SUMMER SERVICES will continue through September 6, 2015 at 9:15 a.m.  Regular 10:30 

a.m. worship services will resume on September 13, 2015 with Sunday School at 9:15 a.m. 

 

MUSIC AND WORSHIP COMMITTEE will meet on Sunday, August 30, 2015 immediately 

following the worship service. 

 

THE PROPERTY COMMITTEE will meet on Monday, September 28, 2015 at 6:30 p.m. in the 

Choir Room.  If you are unable to attend, please notify Kay Varner. 

 

A VOTERS’ ASSEMBLY MEETING will be held on Sunday, September 13, 2015 following the 

morning worship service. 

 

“THE NEEDLERS” will continue their sewing project on Tuesday, September 15, 2015 at 9:00 

a.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  Anyone who would like to help is welcome! 

 

GIANT STORE GIFT CARDS are available to purchase from members of the Disciples Class. 

 

WEDNESDAY EVENING “INFORMAL COMMUNION” will be held during the summer months at 

6:30 p.m. in the Junior Church Room for those who cannot make it to the services on Sunday 

mornings and still wish to partake of the Lord’s Supper. 

 

HELP AVAILABLE – If you or someone you know needs help with home repairs or yard work, 

there are volunteers in our community who may be able to help.  For more information, 

contact Michael “Doc” Johnston at 436-9209. 

 
WOMEN OF THE ELCA 

MESSIAH WOMEN OF THE ELCA continuously collect new bath-size bars of soap (4oz. to 5oz., 

preferably Ivory or unscented Dove) as an on-going project for Lutheran World Relief.  

Please place soap in the basket on the blue table in the Adult Sunday School Room. 

 

THANK YOU TO ALL who helped to make the Seafarer’s Project a success! 

 

KNITTING CLASSES will begin on Monday, September 21st anywhere from 6:00 p.m. until 

everyone is ready to leave.  We will be completing our scarves and starting a dishcloth.  

Knitters will need a skein of cotton yarn, worsted weight.  Some brands are Lion Cotton, Lily 
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Sugar and Cream, Lily Peaches and Cream, and Bernat Handicrafter.  The pattern can be 

downloaded for free from www.joann.com/static/project/0706/P148439.pdf.  If you are 

unable to get the pattern, don’t worry we will have copies.  The needle size that is 

recommended is a size 10, however, size 8’s can be used and the book says you can stay 

with the 7’s that were used for the scarf. 

 

THE NEXT MESSIAH WELCA MEETING will be Thursday, September 10, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. in the 

Youth Area with Jean Compton providing the devotions.  Cynthia Smith will have 

refreshments. 

 

WOMEN OF THE ELCA continue to collect items for School Kits.  Items needed are: 4—70 

sheet notebooks of wide or college-ruled paper 8” X 10½“. One 30-centimeter ruler or a ruler 

with centimeters on one side and inches on the other, one pencil sharpener, one blunt pair 

of scissors, 5 unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers, 5 ballpoint pens, one box of 16 or 24 

crayons, and one 2½“ eraser.  Items should be placed on the round table in the Adult 

Sunday School Room.  School Kit items will be sent along with the blankets in October. 

 
COMMUNITY 
 

FOOD PANTRY NEEDS FOR AUGUST: 
FRESH PRODUCE AND ANY NON-PERISHABLE FOODS; 
TOOTHPASTE, TOOTHBRUSHES, SHAMPOO, LOTION, 

BATH SOAP, OVER-THE-COUNTER PAIN AND COLD MEDICINES 
BAND-AIDS AND ANTIBIOTIC OINTMENT. 

 

WE ALSO GLADLY ACCEPT DONATIONS OF CASH, AND GIFT CARDS 
FOR LOCAL GROCERY AND DISCOUNT STORES 

 

Address: P.O. Box 44, 114 N. Main St., Mifflintown, PA 17059 

Phone #: 717-436-9718 

Hours: Tuesday 9-12 & 2-6, Saturday 9-12 
 

Our vestibule is open 24 hours a day to accept donations! 
 

    Contact person: Kathy Queitzsch 

Email: jcfoodpantry@embarqmail.com  

Visit our Website: www.jcfoodpantry.com 

Like us on Face Book! 

 

MEALS-ON-WHEELS needs volunteer cooks, drivers and people to help assemble meals.  

Cooks are especially needed for the 5th Tuesday and 5th Friday of the month.  If you have 

some spare time and can help, please call Dottie Heck at 436-6002 or 717-348-1950 (cell). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.joann.com/static/project/0706/P148439.pdf
mailto:jcfoodpantry@embarqmail.com
http://www.jcfoodpantry.com/
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SYNOD GROW Team – Save the Dates 
 

 September 13, 2015: God’s Work, Our Hands Sunday 
 

 September 20, 2015: Knoebel’s Day for the Synod 
 

 October 31, 2015: Building Youth Groups at Camp Mount Luther 
 

 November 21, 2015: Family Advent Night at Messiah in Williamsport 
 

 February 19-20 or 26-27, 2016: GROW in the SNOW Retreat at Camp Mount Luther 
 

WATCH FOR DETAILS IN UPCOMING BULLETINS CLOSER TO THE DATES!! 

 
THIS WEEK AT MESSIAH 

 

Today:   -9:15 a.m., Summer worship/communion. 
 

Monday:   -8 p.m., AA meeting in Fellowship Hall. 
 

Tuesday:   -9 a.m., “The Needlers” in Fellowship Hall (for anyone who wants to help). 
 

Wednesday: -CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED (during July & Aug.). 

     -6:30 p.m., Quiet Communion in Jr. Church Room. 
 

Sunday:   -FOOD PANTRY SUNDAY. 

     -9:15 a.m., Service of Healing/communion. 

     -Worship & Music Committee meeting following worship service. 

 


