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Messiah Lutheran Church 

3 South Third Street 
Mifflintown, PA 17059 

Church Office / 436-6213      Dial-A-Prayer / 436-2100 
 

The Reverend William N. Esborn   Pastor 

Andrea Cameron                              Choir Director 

Linda Bahorik        Lector 

Sandy Pines        Altar Guild 
 

EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
October 16, 2011 – 10:30 a.m. 

 

*Please Stand as YOU Are Able 
 

PEOPLE TO REMEMBER IN PRAYER TODAY 
 

Marian G., Reba S., Sue C., Flo B., Ethel B., Virginia F., Cathryn R., Goldie K., Jean M., Cassie S., 

Ruth C., Ray B., Anna Mary Z., Paul W., Bob C., Linda R., Conner L., George and Mary Lorraine H., 
Laurie F., Christy H., Mason B., Beth S., Harold S., Denny K., Dorothy P., Thea B., and Robert W. 
 
PREPARATION 

CHIMES: CALL TO WORSHIP 

PRELUDE 
 [A Time for Meditation and Prayer] 
GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

INTRODUCTION 
In today’s first reading God uses the Gentile ruler Cyrus to accomplish divine 

purposes.  When the Pharisees try to trap Jesus, he tells them to give the emperor 

what belongs to him and to God what belongs to God.  To gather for worship reminds 

us that our ultimate allegiance is to God rather than to any earthly authority.  

Created in the image of God, we offer our entire selves in the service of God and for 

the sake of the world. 

 

 * BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
  P In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit 
  C Amen 
 

  P God of all mercy and consolation, come to the aid of your people, turning us 

   from our sin to live for you alone.  Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that, 

   attentive to your Word, we may confess our sins, receive your forgiveness, and 

   grow into the fullness of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
  C Amen 
 

  P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

  P Gracious God, 
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  C have mercy on us.  In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, 
   things done and left undone.  Uphold us by your Spirit so that we may live and 
   serve you in newness of life, to the honor and glory of your holy name; through 
   Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 
 

  P Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord 

   Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit 

   keep you in eternal life. 

  C Amen. 

 

 * SHARING OF GOD’S PEACE 
   P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
   C And also with you. 

   Congregational sharing:     “Peace be with you.” 
 

GATHERING 

 * ENTRANCE HYMN                        “Lift Every Voice and Sing”                         

* GREETING 
  P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

   Holy Spirit be with you all.  
      C And also with you. 
 

* KYRIE (sung) 
   P Ky-ri-e, e-le-i-son:      C   Lord, have mer-cy. 

   P Chri-ste, e-le-i-son:      C   Christ, have mer-cy. 

   P Ky-ri-e, e-le-i-son:      C   Lord, have mer-cy. 

    

 * HYMN OF PRAISE (sung) 
    Glo-ry to God, glo-ry to God, glo-ry to God in the highest; 
    glo-ry to God, glo-ry to God, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth. 
    Lord God, heav-en-ly king, al-might-y God and Fa-ther, we wor-ship you, we 
     give you thanks, we praise you for your glo-ry. 
    Glo-ry to God, glo-ry to God, glo-ry to God in the highest; 
    glo-ry to God, glo-ry to God, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth. 
    Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take 
     a-way the sin of the world: have mer-cy on us; 
    you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther: re-ceive our prayer. 
    Glo-ry to God, glo-ry to God, glo-ry to God in the highest; 
    glo-ry to God, glo-ry to God, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth. 
    For you a-lone are the Ho-ly One, you a-lone are the Lord, you a-lone are the 
     Most High, Je-sus Christ, with the Ho-ly Spir-it, in the glo-ry of God the Fa-ther. 
     A-men. 
    Glo-ry to God, glo-ry to God, glo-ry to God in the highest; 
    glo-ry to God, glo-ry to God, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth, and peace 
     to God’s peo-ple on earth. 
 

 * SALUTATION AND RESPONSE (spoken) 
   P The Lord be with you                         C    And also with you. 
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 * PRAYER OF THE DAY (spoken in unison) 
   P Let us pray… 
   C Sovereign God, raise your throne in our hearts.  Created by you, let us live in our 

image; created for you, let us act for your glory; redeemed by you, let us give 
you what is yours, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen 

 
WORD 

The prophet announces that Cyrus the Persian emperor is the one the Lord has anointed to 

end Israel’s exile.  The Lord makes this choice so that the whole world will recognize this Lord 

as the only God.  Persia had a god of light and a god of darkness; the Lord claims 

sovereignty over both light and darkness. 
 

  FIRST READING:  A reading from Isaiah 45:1-7 
 

THE LESSON READS:
 

Thus says the LORD to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have grasped to subdue 
nations before him and strip kings of their robes, to open doors before him — and the gates 

shall not be closed: 2I will go before you and level the mountains, I will break in pieces the 
doors of bronze and cut through the bars of iron, 3I will give you the treasures of darkness 
and riches hidden in secret places, so that you may know that it is I, the LORD, the God of 

Israel, who call you by your name.  4For the sake of my servant Jacob, and Israel my chosen, 
I call you by your name, I surname you, though you do not know me. 5I am the LORD, and 

there is no other; besides me there is no god.  I arm you, though you do not know me, 6so 
that they may know, from the rising of the sun and from the west, that there is no one besides 
me; I am the LORD, and there is no other.  7I form light and create darkness, I make weal and 

create woe; I the LORD do all these things. 
 

   Lector: The word of the Lord. 

   Congregation:  Thanks be to God.  (spoken) 
 

  PSALM: Psalm 96:1-9 [10-13] (Responsively) 
 

L – Ascribe to the LORD honor and power.  (Ps. 96:7) 
 

1Sing to the LORD | a new song; sing to the LORD, all the earth. 
2Sing to the LORD, bless the name of the LORD; proclaim God's salvation from day to day. 
3Declare God's glory among the nations and God's wonders among all peoples. 
4For great is the LORD and greatly to be praised, more to be feared than all gods. 
5As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; but you, O LORD, have made the 
heavens. 
6Majesty and magnificence are in your presence; power and splendor are in your sanctuary. 
7Ascribe to the LORD, you families of the peoples, ascribe to the LORD honor and power. 
8Ascribe to the LORD the honor due the holy name; bring offerings and enter the courts of the 
LORD. 
9Worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness; tremble before the LORD, all the earth. 
[10Tell it out among the nations: "The LORD is king! The one who made the world so firm that it 
cannot be moved will judge the peoples with equity." 
11Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; let the sea thunder and all that is in it; let 
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the field be joyful and all that is therein. 
12Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy at your coming, O LORD, for you come to 
judge the earth. 
13You will judge the world with righteousness and the peoples with your truth.] 
 

ALL – Ascribe to the LORD honor and power. 
 

Most likely this letter is the first written by Paul.  Paul is giving pastoral encouragement and 

reassurances to new Christians living in an antagonistic pagan environment.  Their 

commitment of faith, love, and hope makes them a model for other new Christian 

communities. 
 

 SECOND READING:  A reading from 1Thessalonians 1:1-10 
 

THE LESSON READS: 
 

Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, 
 To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace 
to you and peace. 

2We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our prayers, 
constantly 3remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love 
and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 4For we know, brothers and sisters beloved 

by God, that he has chosen you, 5because our message of the gospel came to you not in 
word only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as you know 

what kind of persons we proved to be among you for your sake. 6And you became imitators 
of us and of the Lord, for in spite of persecution you received the word with joy inspired by 
the Holy Spirit, 7so that you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in 

Achaia. 8For the word of the Lord has sounded forth from you not only in Macedonia and 
Achaia, but in every place your faith in God has become known, so that we have no need 

to speak about it. 9For the people of those regions report about us what kind of welcome we 
had among you, and how you turned to God from idols, to serve a living and true God, 
10and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead — Jesus, who rescues 

us from the wrath that is coming. 
 

   Lector: The word of the Lord. 

   Congregation:  Thanks be to God.  (spoken) 
 

 * GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (sung) 
  Al-le-lu-ia.  Lord, to whom shall we go? Al-le-lu-ia.  You have the words of e-ter-nal 
  life.  Al-le-lu—ia.  Al-le-lu—ia. 

 

After Jesus begins teaching in the temple, religious leaders try to trap him with questions.  

First they ask if God’s people should pay taxes to an earthly tyrant like Caesar. 
 

 * GOSPEL: Matthew 22:15-22 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 22st chapter. 

C Glory to you, O Lord.  (spoken) 
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THE GOSPEL READS: 
 

15The Pharisees went and plotted to entrap [Jesus] in what he said. 16So they sent their 

disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, "Teacher, we know that you are sincere, 
and teach the way of God in accordance with truth, and show deference to no one; for you 
do not regard people with partiality. 17Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to 

the emperor, or not?" 18But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, "Why are you putting me to the 
test, you hypocrites? 19Show me the coin used for the tax." And they brought him a denarius. 
20Then he said to them, "Whose head is this, and whose title?" 21They answered, "The 
emperor's." Then he said to them, "Give therefore to the emperor the things that are the 
emperor's, and to God the things that are God's." 22When they heard this, they were amazed; 

and they left him and went away. 
 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 

   C Praise to you, O Christ.  (spoken) 
 

SERMON       Pastor Esborn 
 * HYMN OF THE DAY                   “We Give Thee but Thine Own”                    
 * APOSTLES’ CREED (‘new version’) (all) 
   I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
   I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
   Spirit, 
    born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified died, and 
    was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he 
    ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 
    come to judge the living and the dead. 
   I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
    forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen 
 

  OFFERING 

  OFFERTORY      
[Please pass the Friendship Pad down your pew for all to sign and then back to the center 

aisle so everyone has the opportunity to read the names.  We request that our guests also 

give us their home address.  Thank you]. 

 

  ANTHEM 
 * SUNG OFFERTORY (‘vineyards’) 
   Let the vine-yards be fruit-ful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of bless-ing.  Gath-er 
   a har-vest from the seeds that were sown, that we may be fed with the bread of 
   life.  Gath-er the hopes and dreams of all; u-nite them with the prayers we of-fer 
   now.  Grace our ta-ble with your pres-ence, Lord, and give us a fore-taste of the 
   feast to come. 
 

 * OFFERING PRAYER 
   P Let us pray.  Merciful God,  
   C we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—our selves, our 
    time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love.  Receive them for the 
    sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 
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 * PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
P In grateful response to God’s endless bounty of grace, let us pray for the 

church, the world, and all those in need. 

A brief silence. 

P God in heaven, send your Holy Spirit upon the church, that it might receive your 

word with joy and faithfully proclaim the gospel through word and deed.  Lord, 

in your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 

P Creating God, the heavens rejoice and the earth is glad, for you made them.  

Sustain all creation with your breath of life, and raise up from your people 

faithful stewards of creation.  Lord, in your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 

P God of all, the nations declare your glory, the people proclaim your wonders.  

Unite the people of this world in your love, and show them the way of peace.  

Lord, in your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 

P Living God, grant your healing and mercy to all who are sick (especially all of 

our shut-ins [both at home and in nursing homes], Paul Woltman, Bob Cameron, 

Linda Rhine,  Connor Lauver, George Sr. and Mary Lorraine Hazard and family, 

Laurie Funk, Christy Hall, Mason Beward, Beth Smith, Cassie Smith, Harold B. 

Shearer, Denny King, Dorothy Patterson, Thea Beward and Robert Watkins).  

May the promise of the gospel come in word and in power to all who suffer.  

Lord, in your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 

P Lord, give this congregation the desire to sing to you a new song of your glory.  

Bless the work of volunteers and staff, of elected and rostered leaders, that 

through them you might be made known.  Lord, in your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 

   Here other intercessions may be offered. 

P God the beginning and the end, you hold in your care those who have gone 

before us.  Comfort those who mourn with the promise of the resurrection 

(especially), and at the last gather all the faithful in your holy kingdom.  Lord, in 

your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 

P Into your hands, holy God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 

abundant mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
C Amen. 

 

 * THE LORD’S PRAYER [‘new version’] (all) 
   P Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 

  C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 
    be done, on earth as in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 
    against us. 

    Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
    For the Kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and for ever.  Amen
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 * BLESSING 
   P Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

   C A-men, A-men, A-men  (sung) 

 
 * CLOSING HYMN               “Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty!”                

 
MEAL 

* COMMUNION DIALOGUE (from Isaiah 55) 
 P Let us give thanks to the Lord.  
 C for through these gifts he comes to feed us. 
 P All you who are thirsty, come to the waters.  You who have no money, come, 
  receive bread, and eat. 
 C Come, without paying and without cost, drink wine and eat. 

 P Let us come to his table with joy, 
 C for we come as God’s invited guests! 

 

* EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
P   Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

 

     In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and 

     suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened 

     his arms to all. 
 

     In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;  

     broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 

     you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

     Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,  

     saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people 

     for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

     Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his 

     coming in glory. 
 

     Pour out your Holy Spirit, that by this Holy Communion we may know the unity we 

     share with all your people in the body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

     Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is 

     yours, almighty Father, now and forever.       
C  Amen 
 

DISTRIBUTION 
[“INTINCTION” – dip your wafer in the wine.  Come forward by the center aisle and return by 

the side aisle.  All who wish to stand at the chancel rail after partaking for a time of silent 

meditation are invited to do so]. 
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 * COMMUNION BLESSING 
  P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

   grace. 
  C Amen 

 

* PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
P Let us pray. 

 Almighty God, you provide the true bread from heaven, your Son, Jesus Christ 

our Lord.  Grant that we who have received the Sacrament of his body and 

blood may abide in him and he in us, that we may be filled with the power of 

his endless life, now and forever. 
   C Amen 
 

* DISMISSAL 
P Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
C   Thanks be to God. 
 

 POSTLUDE 
        
NEXT WEEK’S LECTOR – Ron Yorks 
NEXT WEEK’S ALTAR GUILD – Christie Holderman  

 
WELCOME 

IF YOU WISH TO USE OR FOLLOW THE LITURGY MUSIC as we proceed through the service 

today, please use the green portfolios placed on top of the sound control system.  In 
addition, headsets are available in the narthex for our sound enhancement system for the 

hearing impaired. 
 
VISITORS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME to worship at Messiah.  We invite you to register your visit 

not only in the Friendship Pads, but also in the guest book provided in the narthex.  If you are 
seeking a church home, please speak to the pastor.  Our fellowship in Jesus Christ is open 

and extended to all persons who confess His Lordship over all life.  Thank you for worshiping 
with us.  We invite you to return.  Visitors are invited to commune with us if they are baptized 
and, if with us in our faith, they trust Jesus’ promise of the presence of the Body and Blood of 

Christ. 
 
WE INVITE EVERYONE (members and visitors) worshiping with us today to sign the Friendship 

Pads during the Organ Offertory.  If you are a visitor, please be sure to include your address 
when signing.  Please also place a check mark in the box (beside your name) if you are 

communing today and have not as yet given us a record of your participation in the 
sacrament during this quarter.  (A new quarter begins in January, April, July, and October).  
The pads are found on the aisle seat of each pew in the nave, and in each section of the 

Adult Sunday School Room. 
 
PRAYER REQUESTS will be placed in the weekly bulletin for one month.  If you wish to have 
someone included in the prayer list for more than one month, please call the church office. 
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THE DEADLINE FOR ALL ITEMS TO BE INCLUDED IN THE SUNDAY BULLETIN IS THURSDAY NOON. 
 

DIAL-A-PRAYER (436-2100) IS AVAILABLE 24 HOURS DAILY! 
 

JUST A THOUGHT – Heraclitus (500 B.C.) - Philosopher: “You can’t step into the same river 
twice.” 

 
CONGREGATIONAL NEWS 

CHURCH ORGANIST for weekly services, beginning immediately, at Messiah Lutheran 

Church, 3 South Third Street, Mifflintown, PA.  Allen Digital Electric Organ and Kurzweil 
Electronic Keyboard.  Candidates should contact Ed Beaver at ebeaver41@yahoo.com or 
at 436-9382 for information, including salary.  Additional information about the church and 

congregation can be found at www.mlcmifflintown.org. 
 

PROPERTY COMMITTEE MEETING – The next Property Committee meeting will be Monday, 

November 14, 2011 at 6:30 p.m. in the choir room.  We will not be meeting in October unless 
there is an emergency.  In the meantime all business will be conducted via email and 

phone. 
 
FOLDING CHAIRS FOR SALE – Please see a Property Committee member as soon as possible 
if you are interested in purchasing some folding chairs at $5.00 a piece.  The money will be 
put into a leaf/light snow blower fund. 
 
BLANKET SUNDAY ENVELOPES may still be returned until the end of October.   Please make 
checks payable to Messiah Women of the ELCA and take this opportunity to serve as Christ’s 

helping hands in our world today! 
 
WOMEN OF THE ELCA 

MESSIAH WOMEN OF THE ELCA continuously collect new bath-size bars of soap (4 oz. to 5 oz., 

preferably Ivory or unscented Dove) as an on-going project for Lutheran World Relief.  
Please place soap in the basket on the blue table in the Sunday School Room. 
 
COMMUNITY 

RELAY FOR LIFE (George’s Gee Bees) fund raising event will be held on Saturday, November 

5, 2011 from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. in Messiah’s Fellowship Hall.  Various vendors will be offering 
items for sale. 
 

THE AMERICAN RED CROSS is holding blood drives in the Mifflintown area at the following 
locations: 
 

  Friday, October 21st 
  12:00 pm – 6:00 pm 
  Messiah Lutheran Church 
      3 South Third Street, Mifflintown 
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Individuals who are in general good health, are age 17 or older (16 in PA with parental 
consent) and weigh at least 110 pounds are eligible to donate blood every 56 days.  The 
need for blood never diminishes because blood is a perishable medicine.  Individuals should 

bring their Red Cross donor cards, photo ID, or two other forms of ID to the donor site.  All 
presenting donors will be entered into a drawing for the Red Cross “Bleed Blue” donor game 

package for the 2011 Alabama, Iowa, Purdue and Nebraska games! For information or to 
schedule an appointment, call 1-800 Red Cross. 
 
THE JUNIATA COUNTY FOOD PANTRY thanks you for your faithful support of our mission to 
feed the hungry, and we cordially invite you to our 2011 Annual Meeting on Thursday, 
October 27, 2011 at 7:00 p.m.  The meeting will take place in the Food Pantry building at 114 

N. Main St., Mifflintown.  An overview of the last 12 months at the Pantry will be provided by 
our board president, Rev. Chris Mathiason, and we will elect new members to the board.  

Light refreshments will be provided.  If you haven’t had the chance to visit our new facility, 
this is a great chance for a tour.  We would also be grateful for your input if you know of 
anyone in your church or community with a heart for the hungry who may be willing to serve 

on the Juniata County Food Pantry Board of Directors.  We have three vacant positions to fill 
on the board and do not have enough nominees at this time.  If you would like to nominate 

someone or have questions about the director positions, please email Rev. Mathiason at 

cmathiason001@luthersem.edu. 
 

NURSE’S NOTES – Take time to get your flu vaccine!  CDC recommends a yearly flu vaccine 
as the first and most important step in protecting against flu viruses.  While there are many 

different flu viruses, the flu vaccine protects against the three viruses that research suggests 
will be most common.  The 2011-2012 vaccine will protect against an influenza A H3N2 virus, 
an influenza B virus and the H1N1 virus that emerged in 2009 to cause a pandemic.  

(http://www.cdc.gov/family/parentautumn/index.htm).  
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THIS WEEK AT MESSIAH 

 
Today:   -9:15 a.m., Sunday School/Catechetical Class. 

     -10:30 a.m., Worship/Communion/Jr. Church.  
     -7 p.m., PPC meeting: proposed 2012 budgets are due. 
 

Monday:   -NEWSLETTER DEADLINE. 
     -7 p.m., Bible Study. 

     -8 p.m., AA meeting in Fellowship Hall. 
 

Tuesday:   -9 a.m., “The Needlers” in Fellowship Hall. 
 

Wednesday: -7 p.m., Choir rehearsal in Rearick Room. 
 

Thursday:  -1 p.m., Dulcimer rehearsal in Fellowship Hall. 
 

Friday:   -10 a.m.—6 p.m., Blood Drive in Fellowship Hall. 

     -7 p.m., Square Dancing in Fellowship Hall. 
 

Sunday:   -9:15 a.m., Sunday School/Catechetical Class. 

     -10:30 a.m., Worship/Communion/Jr. Church. 
     -12 noon, Thrivent Meal in Fellowship Hall. 


