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Messiah Lutheran Church 

3 South Third Street 
Mifflintown, PA 17059 

Church Office / 436-6213      Dial-A-Prayer / 436-2100 
 

The Reverend William N. Esborn   Pastor 

Bob St. Clair        Organist 

Andrea Cameron                       Choir Director & Cantor 

Linda Bahorik        Lector 

Barbara S. Geedey      Altar Guild 

Clint and Jamie Miller     Cup Communion 

Malin Kint & Marina Holderman  Acolytes 

Sam Leister        Lay Assistant 

    

Christ The King 
November 23, 2014 – 10:30 a.m. 

 

*Please Stand as YOU Are Able 
 

PEOPLE TO REMEMBER IN PRAYER TODAY 
 

SHUT-INS: Marian G., Reba S., Kitty W., Flo B., Ethel B., Jean M., Helen K., Sis S., Jane M., Fay M., 

Dorothy P., Ruth C., Ray B. 

OTHERS: Sarah S., Rick W., Avonel W., Jesse K., Jim W., Ed F., Jackie A., Sara Ann A., Sarah D., 

Heidi W., Layton J., Allison S., Miriam B., Dorothy M., Charlene A., Kelly Y., Dave P., Ralph G., 

Dottie S., Doug W., Nancy P., Ellie R. 

 

PREPARATION 

CHIMES: CALL TO WORSHIP 

PRELUDE 

[A Time for Meditation and Prayer] 

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

INTRODUCTION 

On this final Sunday of the church year our gospel is Jesus’ great story of judgment.  In 

the end, the faithful are those who served Christ by ministering to those who are poor, 

hungry, naked, sick, or estranged.  In the first reading God is the shepherd who seeks 

the lost, weak, and injured and feeds them with justice.  We gather this day to 

celebrate the reign of Christ and his victory over death, yet awaiting the 

consummation of all things yet to come.  Acknowledging Christ as our merciful ruler, 

we go forth that his reign may be known in our loving words and deeds. 

 

 * CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

   P Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, the Sovereign over all the earth, the 

    Wisdom from on high, our merciful Judge and Savior, 
   C Amen 
 

   P Let us boldly approach the throne of grace, trusting in God’s mercy and love. 
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    Silence is kept for reflection
 

   P Generous and faithful God, 

   C we confess to you all the ways, known and unknown, that we reject and 
    undermine your steadfast love.  Though you made us your people, we treat 
    strangers with suspicion.  Though you forgave our debts, we collect without 
    mercy.  Yet we are quick to pass judgment on others.  Have mercy on us, O 
    God, and remember your promise to us, for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
    Amen 
 

   P The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God will stand forever. 

    Through the living Word, + Jesus Christ, God forgives your every debt, your 

    every sin, and gives you a new heart and a new spirit. 
   C Amen 

 

GATHERING 

 * ENTRANCE HYMN                “All People That on Earth Do Dwell”                 

* GREETING 

   P From the one who is and who was and who is to come, and from Jesus Christ, 

the first fruits of the resurrection, grace and peace be with you all. 

      C And also with you. 
  

* KYRIE (sung) 

   P In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
   C   Lord, have mer-cy. 

   P For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
   C   Lord, have mer-cy. 

   P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,

         and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 
   C   Lord, have mer-cy. 

   P For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us 

    pray to the Lord. 
   C Lord, have mer-cy. 

   P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra-cious Lord. 
   C A  -  men 

 

 * HYMN OF PRAISE     (I – All Women,     II – All Men,     C – Congregation) 
 

  C This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God.  Al-le-lu-ia, al-le-lu-ia, al-le-lu-ia. 

  I Wor-thy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be peo-ple of God. 
  C This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God.  Al-le-lu-ia, al-le-lu-ia, al-le-lu-ia. 

  II Pow-er, rich-es, wis-dom, and strength, and hon-or, bless-ing, and glo-ry are his. 
  C This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God.  Al-le-lu-ia, al-le-lu-ia, al-le-lu-ia. 

  I Sing with all the peo-ple of God, and join in the hymn of all cre-a-tion:   

   Bless-ing, hon-or, glo-ry, and might be to God and the Lamb for-ev-er. A-men. 
  C This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God.  Al-le-lu-ia, al-le-lu-ia, al-le-lu-ia. 

  II For the Lamb who was slain has be-gun his reign.  Al-le-lu-ia. 
  C This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God.  Al-le-lu-ia, al-le-lu-ia, al-le-lu-ia. 
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 * SALUTATION AND RESPONSE (sung) 

   P The Lord be with you                         C    And al-so with you. 
 

 * PRAYER OF THE DAY (spoken in unison) 

   P Let us pray… 
   C O God of power and might, your Son shows us the way of of service, and in him 

we inherit the riches of your grace.  Give us the wisdom to know what is right 
and the strength to serve the world you have made, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever.  Amen 

 

WORD 

Since Israel’s kings proved to be bad shepherds.  Ezekiel declares that the Lord will assume 

the role of shepherd in Israel.  The Lord will also set over them a shepherd-messiah, “my 

servant David,” who will feed and care for the people. 
 

  FIRST READING: Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24 
 

   The First Lesson is from the 34th chapter of Ezekiel. 
 

THE LESSON READS: 
 

11For thus says the Lord GOD: I myself will search for my sheep, and will seek them out. 12As 

shepherds seek out their flocks when they are among their scattered sheep, so I will seek out 

my sheep. I will rescue them from all the places to which they have been scattered on a 

day of clouds and thick darkness. 13I will bring them out from the peoples and gather them 

from the countries, and will bring them into their own land; and I will feed them on the 

mountains of Israel, by the watercourses, and in all the inhabited parts of the land. 14I will 

feed them with good pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel shall be their pasture; there 

they shall lie down in good grazing land, and they shall feed on rich pasture on the 

mountains of Israel. 15I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I will make them lie 

down, says the Lord GOD. 16I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I will 

bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the weak, but the fat and the strong I will destroy. I 

will feed them with justice. 20Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD to them: I myself will judge 

between the fat sheep and the lean sheep. 21Because you pushed with flank and shoulder, 

and butted at all the weak animals with your horns until you scattered them far and wide, 22I 

will save my flock, and they shall no longer be ravaged; and I will judge between sheep and 

sheep. 23I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them: he 

shall feed them and be their shepherd. 24And I, the LORD, will be their God, and my servant 

David shall be prince among them; I, the LORD, have spoken. 
 

   Lector: Here ends the reading. 

   Cong:  Thanks be to God. 

 

  PSALM: Psalm 95:1-7a 
 

Ps. – Intoned by Cantor  
R – Sung by congregation  (Re - joice, the Lord is King! Re-joice, a – gain I say, re – joice!) 
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1Come, let us sing | to the LORD; let us shout for joy to the rock of | our salvation. 
2Let us come before God's presence | with thanksgiving and raise a loud shout to the | LORD 
with psalms. 
3For you, LORD, | are a great God, and a great ruler a- | bove all gods. 
4In your hand are the caverns | of the earth; the heights of the hills are | also yours. R 
5The sea is yours, | for you made it, and your hands have molded | the dry land. 
6Come, let us worship | and bow down, let us kneel before the | LORD our maker. 
7For the LORD | is our God, and we are the people of God's pasture and the sheep | of 

God's hand. R 
 

In this passage, God is praised for revealing ultimate divine power in raising Jesus from the 

dead.  The resurrected, exalted Christ is Lord both of the church and the entire universe, 

now and in the age to come. 
 

 SECOND READING: Ephesians 1:15-23 
 

  The Second Lesson is from the 1st chapter of Ephesians. 
 

THE LESSON READS: 
 

15I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this 

reason 16I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. 17I pray that 

the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and 

revelation as you come to know him, 18so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you 

may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious 

inheritance among the saints, 19and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us 

who believe, according to the working of his great power. 20God put this power to work in 

Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly 

places, 21far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name 

that is named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. 22And he has put all things 

under his feet and has made him the head over all things for the church, 23which is his body, 

the fullness of him who fills all in all. 
 

   Lector: Here ends the reading. 

   Cong:  Thanks be to God. 

 

 * THE VERSE (sung by Choir) 

  Alleluia.  I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the 

  end.  Alleluia.  [Revelation 22:13]  

 

Jesus compares himself to a king who moves among his subjects to see how he is treated: 

what is done for the least of those who belong to his family is truly done for him. 
 

* GOSPEL: Matthew 25:31-46 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 25th chapter. 

C Glo - ry to you, O Lord.  (sung) 
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THE GOSPEL READS: 
 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 31"When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels 

with him, then he will sit on the throne of his glory. 32All the nations will be gathered before 

him, and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from 

the goats, 33and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left. 34Then the 

king will say to those at his right hand, 'Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the 

kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; 35for I was hungry and you gave 

me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you 

welcomed me, 36I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of 

me, I was in prison and you visited me.' 37Then the righteous will answer him, 'Lord, when was 

it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? 
38And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you 

clothing? 39And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?' 40And the king 

will answer them, 'Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are 

members of my family, you did it to me.' 41Then he will say to those at his left hand, 'You that 

are accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; 42for 

I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, 43I 

was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not give me clothing, sick 

and in prison and you did not visit me.' 44Then they also will answer, 'Lord, when was it that 

we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care 

of you?' 45Then he will answer them, 'Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the least 

of these, you did not do it to me.' 46And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the 

righteous into eternal life." 
 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 

   C Praise to you, O Christ.  (sung) 

 

SERMON       Sam Leister 

 * HYMN OF THE DAY                    “As We Gather at Your Table”                     

* NICENE CREED (all) 
 We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 

that is, seen and unseen.  
 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 

Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 
made, of one Being with the Father.   

 Through him all things were made.  For us and for our salvation he came down from 
heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, 
and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered 
death and was buried. 

 On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into 
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will 
have no end. 

 

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has 
spoken through the prophets.  
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 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
 We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.   
 Amen 

 

* PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P Remembering the saints who have gone before us and giving thanks for God’s 

blessings, we pray for the church, all in need, and God’s creation.

  A brief silence. 

P For your whole church, that it will continue to joyfully proclaim your love to the 

world, let us pray. 
C Have mercy, O God. 

P For our care of creation, that we resist the temptations to use it wastefully and 

seek more opportunities for restoration and wise use, let us pray. 
C Have mercy, O God. 

P For all nations of the world, that they will come to the knowledge that your 

peace brings plenty and your wisdom brings justice, let us pray. 
C Have mercy, O God. 

   P For our brothers and sisters in any need, that we tend to their wounds and hurts, 

bringing healing, hope, and comfort in your name (especially for all of our shut-

ins [both at home and in nursing homes], and for Dorothy Patterson, Sarah 

Shellenberger, Rick Waller, Sr., Avonel Waller, Jesse Kint, Jim Woltman, Ed 

Forney, Jackie Abate, Jean McNaight, Sara Ann Aurand, Sarah Dressler, Heidi 

Woltman, Layton Jury, Allison Saner, Miriam Sowers Bolton, Dorothy Milliken, 

Charlene Aughey, Kelly Yorks, Dave Phelan, Ralph Goss, Dottie Smith, Doug 

Wagner, Nancy Peters, and Ellie Ritzman), let us pray. 
C Have mercy, O God. 

P For our congregation, that we do everything possible to bring joy and peace 

into our neighborhoods and communities, let us pray. 
C Have mercy, O God. 

  Here other intercessions may be offered. 

P For the blessed gifts of saintly lives (especially Clement, Bishop of Rome and 

Miguel Agustin Pro, martyr), that they inspire the witness of all believers who live 

in your promises, let us pray. 
   C Have mercy, O God. 

P Receive our prayers and hopes, Good Shepherd, and bring us safely into all joy 

and peace, through Christ our Lord. 
C Amen 

 

 * SHARING OF GOD’S PEACE 

   P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
   C And also with you. 

   Congregational sharing:     “Peace be with you.” 

 

  OFFERING 

  OFFERTORY 
 



 

7 

[Please pass the Friendship Pad down your pew for all to sign and then back to the center 

aisle so everyone has the opportunity to read the names.  We request that our guests also 

give us their home address.  Thank you]. 

 

  ANTHEM 

 

 *    SUNG OFFERTORY (‘vineyards’) 
   Let the vine-yards be fruit-ful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of bless-ing.  Gath-er 
   a har-vest from the seeds that were sown, that we may be fed with the bread of 
   life.  Gath-er the hopes and dreams of all; u-nite them with the prayers we of-fer 
   now.  Grace our ta-ble with your pres-ence, and give us a fore-taste of the feast 
   to come. 
 

 * OFFERING PRAYER 

   P Merciful God, as grains of wheat scattered upon the hills were gathered 

    together to become one bread, so let your church be gathered together 

    from the ends of the earth into your kingdom, for yours is the glory through 

    Jesus Christ, now and forever. 
   C Amen 

 

MEAL 

* THE GREAT THANKSGIVING (sung responsively) 

 P The Lord be with you.  C And al-so with you. 

 P Lift up your hearts.   C We lift them to the Lord. 

 P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. C It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

 * PREFACE 

 P It is indeed right and salutary … we praise your name and join their unending 

  hymn:  (sung) 
  C Ho-ly, ho-ly, ho-ly Lord, God of pow’r and might:  Heav-en and earth are full of 

your glo-ry.  Ho-san-na.  Ho-san-na.  Ho-san-na in the high-est.  Bless-ed is he who 
comes in the name of the Lord.  Ho-san-na in the high-est. 

 

* EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

P   Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal: you we praise and glorify, you we 

     worship and adore. 
 

     You formed the earth from chaos; you encircled the globe with air; you created fire 

     for warmth and light; you nourish the lands with water.  You molded us in your 

     image, and with mercy higher than the mountains, with grace deeper than the 

     seas, you blessed the Israelites and cherished them as your own. 
 

     That also we, estranged and dying, might be adopted to live in your Spirit, you 

     called to us through the life and death of Jesus. 
 

     In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

     broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 

     you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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     Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

     saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people 

     for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

     Together as the body of Christ, we proclaim the Lord's death until he comes. 
C  Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 

 

 P  With this bread and cup we remember your Son, the first-born of your new creation. 

     We remember his life lived for others, and his death and resurrection, which renews 

     the face of the earth.  We await his coming, when, with the world made perfect 

     through your wisdom, all our sins and sorrows will be no more. 
C  Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

 P  Holy God, holy and merciful, holy and compassionate, send upon us and this meal 

     your Holy Spirit, whose breath revives us for life, whose fire rouses us to love. Enfold 

     in your arms all who share this holy food.  Nurture in us the fruits of the Spirit, that we 

     may be a living tree, sharing your bounty with all the world. 
C  Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 

 

 P  Holy and benevolent God, receive our praise and petitions, as Jesus received the 

     cry of the needy, and fill us with your blessing, until, needy no longer and bound to 

     you in love, we feast forever in the triumph of the Lamb: through whom all glory 

     and honor is yours, O God, O Living One, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, 

     now and forever. 
     C  Amen. 

 

(Sung) Through him, with him, in him, in the u-ni-ty of the Ho-ly Spir-it, all hon-or and  
glo-ry is yours, al-might-y Fa-ther, now and for-ev-er.  A-men. 

 

 * THE LORD’S PRAYER [‘trespasses’] (all) 
  C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
    those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
    us from evil. 
   For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen 

 

 * INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

   P The reign of God is at hand.  Come, taste the joy prepared for you. 

 

 * LAMB OF GOD (sung) 
    Lamb of God, you take a – way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on us.  Lamb 
    of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on us.  Lamb of God, 
    you take a – way the sin of the world; grant us peace. 
 

(In hospitality and attempting to meet the needs of individuals, Messiah now offers gluten 

free communion hosts.  If you wish to receive gluten free hosts, please come to the side 

where Pastor Esborn is serving). 
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DISTRIBUTION 

[“AT CHANCEL RAIL” – come forward by the aisle on your right; take a communion cup from 

the table by the front pew.  Stand around the chancel rail to partake and return by the aisle 

to the left of your seat]. 

 

* COMMUNION BLESSING 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. 
C Amen 

 

 * POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE (sung) 
   C Thank the Lord and sing his praise; tell ev-‘ry-one what he has done.  Let all 
    who seek the Lord re – joice and proud-ly bear his name.  He re-calls his 
    prom-is – es and leads his peo-ple forth in joy with shouts of thanks-giv-ing. 
    Al-le – lu – ia.  Al-le-lu – ia. 
 

* PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

P O God, the host at every meal, at this table you spread out a feast for all 

peoples, the bread of life and the cup of salvation.  Send us from this banquet 

to invite others into these good things, to let justice roll down like waters, and to 

care for the least of our sisters and brothers; through Jesus Christ, our Sovereign 

and our Savior. 
   C Amen 

 

SENDING 

 * BLESSING 

   P The blessing of almighty God, the Father of glory, + Jesus Christ our peace, and 

    the Spirit of truth, be upon you and remain with you always. 

   C A-men, A-men, A-men  (sung) 
 

 * CLOSING HYMN                 “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name!”                 

* DISMISSAL 

P Go in peace.  Christ is with you.           C   Thanks be to God. 

 

 POSTLUDE 

 

NEXT WEEK’S LECTOR – Randy Clark 

NEXT WEEK’S ALTAR GUILD – Linda Leister 

NEXT WEEK’S ACOLYTES – Ty Kepler & Jared Hutchinson 

 
WELCOME 

IF YOU WISH TO USE OR FOLLOW THE LITURGY MUSIC as we proceed through the service 

today, please use the yellow portfolios placed on top of the sound control system.  In 

addition, headsets are available in the narthex for our sound enhancement system for the 

hearing impaired. 
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VISITORS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME to worship at Messiah.  We invite you to register your visit 

not only in the Friendship Pads, but also in the guest book provided in the narthex.  If you are 

seeking a church home, please speak to the pastor.  Our fellowship in Jesus Christ is open 

and extended to all persons who confess His Lordship over all life.  Thank you for worshiping 

with us.  We invite you to return.  Visitors are invited to commune with us if they are baptized 

and, if with us in our faith, they trust Jesus’ promise of the presence of the Body and Blood of 

Christ. 

 

WE INVITE EVERYONE (members and visitors) worshiping with us today to sign the Friendship 

Pads during the Organ Offertory.  If you are a visitor, please be sure to include your address 

when signing.  Please also place a check mark in the box (beside your name) if you are 

communing today and have not as yet given us a record of your participation in the 

sacrament during this quarter.  (A new quarter begins in January, April, July, and October).  

The pads are found on the aisle seat of each pew in the nave, and in each section of the 

Adult Sunday School Room. 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS will be placed in the weekly bulletin for one month.  If you wish to have 

someone included in the prayer list for more than one month, please call the church office. 

 

THE DEADLINE FOR ALL ITEMS TO BE INCLUDED IN THE SUNDAY BULLETIN IS THURSDAY NOON. 

 

DIAL-A-PRAYER (436-2100) IS AVAILABLE 24 HOURS DAILY! 

 

JUST A THOUGHT – Madame Jeanne Marie Guyon, French Mystic (1648 – 1717): God gives 

the cross, and the cross gives God. 

 
CONGREGATIONAL NEWS 

PRAYER CHAIN – Any time you wish to add a name to our prayer list, please contact Stacie 

Kint at dskint@nmax.net.  If at any time you would like to receive emails with prayer requests, 

please also contact Stacie. 

 

CHURCH CLEANING – Because our faithful cleaner, Dave Phelan, is recovering from heart 

surgery and will not be returning to clean for at least two months, we ask that members 

please be attentive to straightening up any area they are using and putting their kitchen 

garbage into the outside garbage cans.  This would be very helpful.  Thank you. 
 

           Property Committee 

 

GET WELL CARD – If you wish to send Dave Phelan a Get-Well Card, his address is 87 Howell 

Drive, Mifflintown, PA 17059. 

 

THE YOUTH AND CHILDREN COMMITTEE will be meeting at Messiah at 9:15 a.m. this morning. 

 

CHILDREN’ CHRISTMAS PROGRAM – Children will be practicing for the Christmas program at 

9:15 a.m. every Sunday through November and December.  We would like to have a few 

volunteers take an inventory of props, outfits, etc. as we prepare for the program.  Speak 

with Christie Holderman and Stacie Kint regarding additional volunteer opportunities. 

mailto:dskint@nmax.net
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ORGANIST NEEDED – If you, or anyone you know might be interested—Messiah has an 

immediate opening for Church Organist weekly services.  Also includes Wednesday evening 

choir rehearsal, except for summer months.  Allen Digital Electric Organ and Kurzweil 

Electronic Keyboard.  Candidates should call Diana Wise at 717-436-6629 evenings for more 

information, including salary.  Possibilities include either Full Time or Half Time employment.  

Additional information about the church and congregation can be found at 

www.mlcmifflintown.org. 

 

WELCOME ONE AND ALL to Messiah’s Christmas Dinner on Friday, December 12, 2014 at 6:00 

p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  Meat and beverage will be provided.  You may bring a side dish 

or dessert if you wish.  Please call one of the following by December 8th so we have an 

approximate number.  Cynthia Smith: 436-8512, Jean Compton: 436-6079 or the church 

office: 436-6213. 

 

BOARD OF CHURCH PROPERTY will meet on Monday, November 24, 2014 at 6:30 p.m. in the 

choir room. 

 

DECORATING OF THE CHURCH FOR CHRISTMAS will be held on Sunday, November 30, 2014. 

A light lunch will be provided following the worship service prepared by the Fellowship 

Committee.  Those attending are asked to bring 1-2 dozen cookies.  Decorating will follow 

lunch. 

 

“THE NEEDLERS” CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON will be held on Tuesday, December 9, 2014 at 12:00 

noon in the Fellowship Hall.  This will be the last day of sewing until Tuesday, January 6, 2015. 

 

HANGING OF THE GREENS SERVICE will be held on Sunday, December 7, 2014 during the 

worship service. 

 

CAR ACCIDENT – Early Sunday morning, November 2, Messiah was struck by a car.  Tom 

Metz, a structural engineer, was called by George Hazard and he declared the building to 

be structurally safe.  Red Rock Construction repaired all the damage at no cost to the 

church. 

 

CHURCH TREASURER NEED – Messiah has a position opening for church treasurer.  

Requirements are: the position of church treasurer must be held by an adult member of the 

congregation.  A knowledge in proper accounting procedures is preferred.  The following 

are some but not all of the position duties of the church treasurer: 
 

1. Recording the congregational receipts and disbursements. 

2. Suggest improved methods and systems for financial record keeping. 

3. Present a written financial report for Voters’ Assembly meetings and PPC meetings. 

4. Submit permanent financial records for an annual audit. 

5. Pay salaries and bills as authorized by the congregation or Directors of Boards. 

6. Coordinate the flow of monies from the treasury in a balanced manor. 

7. Oversee the signing of all checks for payment of bills, salaries or other commitments 

of the congregation. 
 

http://www.mlcmifflintown.org/
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Any person interested in more information about this position may contact the church office 

in order to obtain a complete written job description.  Further questions may be directed to 

PPC Executive Director, Kenneth Mummah or Pastor Esborn.  Church office phone number is 

436-6213, email address is messiahlutheran@pa.net. 

  

GREETERS/USHERS NEEDED FOR FAMILY SUNDAY – Family Sunday is the first Sunday of each 

month, and the Youth and Children Committee is looking for children and their families to be 

Greeters prior to the church service on Family Sundays.  The Greeters’ responsibilities include 

welcoming parishioners, handing out bulletins, providing pins to visitors, and inviting visitors to 

sign the guest book and Friendship Pads.  For those who sign-up, please be at the main 

entrance off Washington Avenue between 10:00 and 10:15 a.m. to start welcoming 

parishioners.  In addition, we would ask the family acting as Greeters to also be Ushers for 

the service that Sunday.  The Ushers’ responsibilities include collecting the offering and 

returning the offering to the Pastor during the Sung Offertory.  If your family is willing to act as 

Greeters and Ushers on any of the Family Sundays, please add your names to the sign-up 

sheet hanging next to the Altar Flower chart in the Adult Sunday School Room Thank you! 

 

SYNOD ASSEMBLY DELEGATES NEEDED – Two members of Messiah are needed to attend the 

annual Synod Assembly in June 2015 at Susquehanna University, Selinsgrove.  If you are 

interested in serving, please contact Pastor Esborn or the church office. 

 

POINSETTIAS to decorate the church for Christmas may be placed in honor or in memory of 

someone, or to the Glory of God.  The cost is $8.00 for a 6½” plant with 3 to 4 blooms.  You 

may order by calling the church office at 436-6213. 

 

HELP AVAILABLE – If you or someone you know needs help with home repairs or yard work, 

there are volunteers in our community who may be able to help.  For more information, 

contact Michael “Doc” Johnston at 436-9209. 

 

CAN TREE – Donations of gallon-size canned food is again being collected this year, now 

through December, for the “can tree” in the Adult Sunday School Room to benefit Bethesda 

Mission.  Everyone is encouraged to donate as many cans as you are able.  Cans will be 

delivered to Bethesda Mission later in December. 

 

THANK YOU – “Dear Friends of Messiah……thank you so very much for the beautiful altar 

flowers I received.  It is so nice to be remembered, and I really enjoy working with the 

children of Messiah to help them praise the Lord with their songs.” 

           Linda Clark 

 
WOMEN OF THE ELCA 

MESSIAH WOMEN OF THE ELCA continuously collect new bath-size bars of soap (4oz. to 5oz., 

preferably Ivory or unscented Dove) as an on-going project for Lutheran World Relief.  

Please place soap in the basket on the blue table in the Adult Sunday School Room. 

 

THANKOFFERING ENVELOPES may still be returned to help the Churchwide Women of the 

ELCA with their many projects.  Envelopes are available on the table in the Adult Sunday 

School Room.  Please make checks payable to “Messiah Women of the ELCA.” 

mailto:messiahlutheran@pa.net
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MESSIAH WOMEN OF THE ELCA Christmas Program will be held on Thursday, December 11, 

2014 at 7:00 p.m. in the Youth Area.  There will be no business meeting.  Everyone is asked to 

bring something to read or share with the group and a snack, cookie, bread, etc. for 

refreshments.  Barb Geedey will provide the beverage. 

 

SEAFARERS PROJECT – Women of the ELCA are collecting items for the Seafarers Project.  

Items needed are: sweatshirts (preferably hooded sizes L-XL), thermal or white gym socks (no 

dress socks), casual pull-over T-shirts sizes M-L, and heavy knit winter caps.  Please place 

items on the table in the Adult Sunday School Room. 

 

CHRISTMAS ANGEL PROJECT – Women of the ELCA will be sponsoring 7 children this year for 

the Christmas Angel Project.  A poster with the information is on the bulletin board in the 

kitchenette.  Gifts are to be wrapped, labeled with the child’s name and family number, 

and returned to the Adult Sunday School Room by December 7, 2014. 

 

THANK YOU to everyone who helped to make the Thankoffering Service meaningful and the 

meal that followed a success. 

 
COMMUNITY 

MEALS-ON-WHEELS needs volunteer drivers, cooks and people to help assemble meals.  If 

you have some spare time and can8 help, please call Dottie Heck at 436-6002 or 717-348-

1950 (cell). 

 

COMMUNITY CHORUS REHEARSALS will be held on the following dates listed below from 7:00 

to 8:15 p.m. in the Juniata High School music room.  (Even if you cannot attend all of the 

rehearsals, please don’t hesitate to join the group). 
 

          Tuesday, November 25 

          Tuesday, December 9 

          Monday, December 15 
 

This year’s 18th annual Christmas Cantata performance “A LIGHT STILL SHINES” will be held 

Sunday, December 21, 2014 at 2:00 p.m. in the Juniata High School auditorium with live 

tableaux as an enhancement to the overall presentation.  Should weather conditions 

present a need to postpone the December 21st event (December 22nd and 23rd at 7:00 p.m. 

are available snow dates).  A special presentation will also be performed for area senior 

citizens on Friday, December 19th at 2:00 p.m. in the JHS auditorium. 
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FOOD PANTRY HOLIDAY MEAL DONATIONS 
 

TURKEYS OR TURKEY BREASTS; CRANBERRY SAUCE; STUFFING; 

CANNED FRUITS AND VEGETABLES; INSTANT MASHED POTATOES; 

CANNED SWEET POTATOES; GRAVY MIX OR CANNED GRAVY; 

CAKE MIX AND READY MADE ICING OR OTHER DESSERT MIX; 
OR A $20 DONATION WILL PURCHASE ONE COMPLETE MEAL! 

 

Address: P.O. Box 44, 114 N. Main St., Mifflintown, PA 17059 
Phone #: 717-436-9718 

Hours: Tuesday 9-12 & 1-5, Saturday 9-12 
 

*Remember, our vestibule is open to receive non-perishable 
donations any hour, any day! Cash or gift card donations 

may be deposited through the mail slot inside the vestibule. 
 

    Contact person: Kathy Queitzsch 

Email: jcfoodpantry@embarqmail.com  
 

Visit our Website: www.jcfoodpantry.com 

Like us on Face Book! 

 
 
 

THIS WEEK AT MESSIAH 
 

Today:   -Christ the King. 

     -9:15 a.m., Sunday School/Catechetical Class. 

     -9:15 a.m., Youth and Children Committee meeting. 

     -10:30 a.m., Worship/Communion/Jr. Church. 
 

Monday:   -6:30 p.m., Property Committee meeting in Choir Room. 

     -8 p.m., AA meeting in Fellowship Hall. 
 

Tuesday:   -9 a.m., “The Needlers” in Fellowship Hall. 
 

Wednesday: -7 p.m., Choir rehearsal. 
 

Thursday:  -THANKSGIVING DAY. 
 

Friday:   -OFFICE CLOSED. 
 

Sunday:   -First Sunday of Advent. 

     -Food Pantry Sunday. 

     -9:15 a.m., Sunday School/Catechetical Class. 

     -10:30 a.m., Worship/Communion/Jr. Church. 

     -Dedication of Advent Banner. 

     -Lunch in Fellowship Hall following Worship Service. 

     -Church decorating following lunch. 

mailto:jcfoodpantry@embarqmail.com
http://www.jcfoodpantry.com/

