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Messiah Lutheran Church 

3 South Third Street 
Mifflintown, PA 17059 

Church Office / 436-6213      Dial-A-Prayer / 436-2100 
 

The Reverend William N. Esborn   Pastor 

Andrea Cameron                              Choir Director 

Carole Nace        Organist 

Barbara S. Geedey      Lector 

Barbara S. Geedey      Altar Guild 
 

EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
July 22, 2012 – 9:15 a.m. 

 

*Please Stand as YOU Are Able 
 

PEOPLE TO REMEMBER IN PRAYER TODAY 
 

Marian G., Reba S., Sue C., Flo B., Ethel B., Virginia F., Goldie K., Jean M., Cassie S., Helen K., Sis S., 

Fannie K., Jane M., Fay M., Dorothy P., Ruth C., Ray B., Anna Mary Z., Ryan K., Bob C., George, 

Jamie and Luke D., Ed and Ann B., Don C., Sarah D., Sue K.,  Haylee Y., Ken A. M., Erin H., Tyler R., 

Elda Mae R., George H. Jr., Amy R., Julie B., Gene R., and Joyce K. 
 
PREPARATION 

CHIMES: CALL TO WORSHIP 

PRELUDE                                             “For Spacious Skies”                                             Ward 
    [A Time for Meditation and Prayer] 

GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

INTRODUCTION 

Mark’s gospel makes clear how great was the press of the crowd, with its countless 

needs to be met, on Jesus and his disciples.  Yet in today’s gospel Jesus advises his 

disciples to get away and rest, to take care of themselves.  Sometimes we think that 

when others are in great need we shouldn’t think of ourselves at all; but Jesus also 

honors the caregivers’ need.  We are sent from Christ’s table to care for others and 

for ourselves. 

  On July 22 the church remembers Mary Magdalene, apostle.  The lesser festival 

of St. Mary Magdalene’s day may be observed this year on July 23. 

  
 * BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

  P In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit 
  C Amen 
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  P God of all mercy and consolation, come to the aid of your people, turning us 

   from our sin to live for you alone.  Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that, 

   attentive to your Word, we may confess our sins, receive your forgiveness, and 

   grow into the fullness of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  
  C Amen 

  P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

  P Gracious God, 
  C have mercy on us.  In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, 
   things done and left undone.  Uphold us by your Spirit so that we may live and 
   serve you in newness of life, to the honor and glory of your holy name; through 
   Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 
 

  P Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord 

   Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit 

   keep you in eternal life. 

  C Amen. 

 

 * SHARING OF GOD’S PEACE 

   P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
   C And also with you. 

   Congregational sharing:     “Peace be with you.” 
 

GATHERING 

 * ENTRANCE HYMN                “All People That on Earth Do Dwell”                 

* GREETING 
  P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

   Holy Spirit be with you all.  
      C And also with you. 
 

* KYRIE (sung) 
   P Ky-ri-e, e-le-i-son:      C   Lord, have mer-cy. 

   P Chri-ste, e-le-i-son:      C   Christ, have mer-cy. 

   P Ky-ri-e, e-le-i-son:      C   Lord, have mer-cy. 

    

 * HYMN OF PRAISE (sung) 
    Glo-ry to God, glo-ry to God, glo-ry to God in the highest; 
    glo-ry to God, glo-ry to God, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth. 
    Lord God, heav-en-ly king, al-might-y God and Fa-ther, we wor-ship you, we 
     give you thanks, we praise you for your glo-ry. 
    Glo-ry to God, glo-ry to God, glo-ry to God in the highest; 
    glo-ry to God, glo-ry to God, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth. 
    Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take 
     a-way the sin of the world: have mer-cy on us; 
    you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther: re-ceive our prayer. 
    Glo-ry to God, glo-ry to God, glo-ry to God in the highest; 
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    glo-ry to God, glo-ry to God, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth. 
    For you a-lone are the Ho-ly One, you a-lone are the Lord, you a-lone are the 
     Most High, Je-sus Christ, with the Ho-ly Spir-it, in the glo-ry of God the Fa-ther. 
     A-men. 
 
    Glo-ry to God, glo-ry to God, glo-ry to God in the highest; 
    glo-ry to God, glo-ry to God, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth, and peace 
     to God’s peo-ple on earth. 
 

 * SALUTATION AND RESPONSE (spoken) 

   P The Lord be with you                         C    And also with you. 

 
 * PRAYER OF THE DAY (spoken in unison) 
   P Let us pray… 
   C O God, powerful and compassionate, you shepherd your people, faithfully 

feeding and protecting us.  Heal each of us, and make us a whole people, that 
we may embody the justice and peace of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord.  Amen 

 
WORD 

Jeremiah prophesied befor the exile in 587 B.C.  In this passage, he uses the metaphor of a 

shepherd to describe the bad kings who have scattered the “flock” of Israel.  God promises 

to gather the flock and to raise up a new king from David’s line to save Israel and Judah. 
 

  FIRST READING 
 

   A reading from Jeremiah 23:1-6  
 

THE LESSON READS:
 

Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! says the LORD. 
2Therefore thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, concerning the shepherds who shepherd 

my people: It is you who have scattered my flock, and have driven them away, and you 

have not attended to them. So I will attend to you for your evil doings, says the LORD. 3Then I 
myself will gather the remnant of my flock out of all the lands where I have driven them, and 

I will bring them back to their fold, and they shall be fruitful and multiply. 4I will raise up 

shepherds over them who will shepherd them, and they shall not fear any longer, or be 
dismayed, nor shall any be missing, says the LORD. 

  5The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will raise up for David a righteous 
Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and 

righteousness in the land. 6In his days Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety. And this 

is the name by which he will be called: "The LORD is our righteousness." 
 

   Lector: The word of the Lord. 

   Congregation:  Thanks be to God.  (spoken) 
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  PSALM: Psalm 23 (Responsively) 
 

L – The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not be in want.  (Ps. 23:1) 
 

1The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not be in want. 
2The LORD makes me lie down in green pastures and leads me beside still waters. 
3You restore my soul, O LORD, and guide me along right pathways for your name's sake. 
4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil; for you are with 
me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 
5You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my head with 

oil, and my cup is running over. 
6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the 
house of the LORD forever. 
 

ALL – The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not be in want. 

 
The author of this letter is reminding his audience that originally they were not part of God’s 

chosen people.  Through Jesus’ death, however, they are included in God’s household of 

faith, whose cornerstone is Jesus Christ. 
 

 SECOND READING 
 

  A reading from Ephesians 2:11-22 
 

THE LESSON READS: 
 

11So then, remember that at one time you Gentiles by birth, called "the uncircumcision" by 
those who are called "the circumcision" — a physical circumcision made in the flesh by 

human hands — 12remember that you were at that time without Christ, being aliens from the 

commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and 

without God in the world. 13But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been 

brought near by the blood of Christ. 14For he is our peace; in his flesh he has made both 
groups into one and has broken down the dividing wall, that is, the hostility between us. 15He 

has abolished the law with its commandments and ordinances, that he might create in 

himself one new humanity in place of the two, thus making peace, 16and might reconcile 

both groups to God in one body through the cross, thus putting to death that hostility through 

it. 17So he came and proclaimed peace to you who were far off and peace to those who 

were near; 18for through him both of us have access in one Spirit to the Father. 19So then you 

are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are citizens with the saints and also members of 
the household of God, 20built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ 

Jesus himself as the cornerstone. 21In him the whole structure is joined together and grows 

into a holy temple in the Lord; 22in whom you also are built together spiritually into a dwelling 

place for God. 
 

   Lector: The word of the Lord. 

   Congregation:  Thanks be to God.  (spoken) 
 

 * GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (sung) 
  Al-le-lu-ia.  Lord, to whom shall we go? Al-le-lu-ia.  You have the words of e-ter-nal 
  life.  Al-le-lu—ia.  Al-le-lu—ia. 
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When Jesus sent his disciples out to teach and heal, they ministered among large numbers 

of people.  Their work was motivated by Christ’s desire to be among those in need. 
 

 * GOSPEL: Mark 6:30-34, 53-56 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the 6th chapter. 

C Glory to you, O Lord.  (spoken) 
 

THE GOSPEL READS: 
 

30The apostles gathered around Jesus, and told him all that they had done and taught. 31He 

said to them, "Come away to a deserted place all by yourselves and rest a while." For many 

were coming and going, and they had no leisure even to eat. 32And they went away in the 

boat to a deserted place by themselves. 33Now many saw them going and recognized 

them, and they hurried there on foot from all the towns and arrived ahead of them. 34As he 

went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he had compassion for them, because they were 

like sheep without a shepherd; and he began to teach them many things. 53When they had 

crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret and moored the boat. 54When they got out 
of the boat, people at once recognized him, 55and rushed about that whole region and 

began to bring the sick on mats to wherever they heard he was. 56And wherever he went, 
into villages or cities or farms, they laid the sick in the marketplaces, and begged him that 

they might touch even the fringe of his cloak; and all who touched it were healed. 
 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 

   C Praise to you, O Christ.  (spoken) 
 

SERMON       Pastor Esborn 

 * HYMN OF THE DAY                  “The Church’s One Foundation”                   

 

 * APOSTLES’ CREED (‘new version’) (all) 
   I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
   I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
   Spirit, 
    born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified died, and 
    was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he 
    ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 
    come to judge the living and the dead. 
   I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
    forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen 

 

  OFFERING 
  OFFERTORY                                     “Sweet Hour of Prayer”                                     Bradbury 
[Please pass the Friendship Pad down your pew for all to sign and then back to the center 

aisle so everyone has the opportunity to read the names.  We request that our guests also 

give us their home address.  Thank you]. 
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  SPECIAL MUSIC                                                                              Strung-out Dulcimer Band 

  Today’s special music will be a dulcimer rendition of the following hymns: 
Swing Low Sweet Chariot 

I Saw The Light 

God Be With You Till We Meet Again 

 
 * SUNG OFFERTORY (‘vineyards’) 
   Let the vine-yards be fruit-ful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of bless-ing.  Gath-er 
   a har-vest from the seeds that were sown, that we may be fed with the bread of 
   life.  Gath-er the hopes and dreams of all; u-nite them with the prayers we of-fer 
   now.  Grace our ta-ble with your pres-ence, Lord, and give us a fore-taste of the 
   feast to come. 
 

 * OFFERING PRAYER 
   P Let us pray.  Merciful God,  
   C we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—our selves, our 
    time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love.  Receive them for the 
    sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 

 
 * PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P With reverence for the earth, those in need, and the whole human family, let us 

offer our prayers to God. 

A brief silence. 

P For the church of Christ.  For missionaries and all who proclaim the good news 

through word and deed.  Let us pray. 
C Have mercy, O God. 

P For leaders who will govern with wisdom, compassion, and justice.  For countries 

and places torn by division, hostility, warfare, or poverty.  Let us pray. 
C Have mercy, O God. 

P For land, water, or air threatened by pollution or neglect.  For endangered 

species, and for all the plants and animals of creation.  Let us pray. 
C Have mercy, O God. 

P For those living with stress, fear, addiction, abuse, grief, or illness (especially all 

of our shut-ins [both at home and in nursing homes], and for Ryan Keresey, Bob 

Cameron, Don Clark, Sarah Dressler, Luke Davis, Sue Kepner, Haylee Yocum, 

Ken A. Mummah, Erin Harris, Ray Bramm, Jane Marhefka, Tyler Rosenberry, Elda 

Mae Rickenbaugh, George Hazard, Jr., Amy (Stuter) Reed, Julie Berryman, 

Gene Rhine, and Joyce Kilmer).  For all who long for rest or healing.  Let us pray. 
C Have mercy, O God. 

P For this community of faith, your household.  May the Spirit make of us a temple, 

a dwelling place for you.  Let us pray. 
C Have mercy, O God. 

   Here other intercessions may be offered. 

P We give thanks for (Mary Magdalene and) all witnesses to the risen Christ, our 

shepherd.  Make us one, and unite us in his reconciling peace.  Let us pray. 
C Have mercy, O God. 

P Receive our hopes and prayers, O God of mercy, for great is your faithfulness in 
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Christ Jesus our Lord. 
C Amen. 

 

 * THE LORD’S PRAYER [‘new version’] (all) 
   P Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 

  C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 
    be done, on earth as in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 
    against us. 

    Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
    For the Kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and for ever.  Amen 
 

 * BLESSING 
   P Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

   C A-men, A-men, A-men  (sung) 

 
 * CLOSING HYMN               “Spread, Oh, Spread, Almighty Word”                

 
MEAL 

* COMMUNION DIALOGUE (from Isaiah 55) 

 P Let us give thanks to the Lord.  
 C for through these gifts he comes to feed us. 

 P All you who are thirsty, come to the waters.  You who have no money, come, 

  receive bread, and eat. 
 C Come, without paying and without cost, drink wine and eat. 

 P Let us come to his table with joy, 
 C for we come as God’s invited guests! 

 

* EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
P   Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

 

     In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and 

     suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened 

     his arms to all. 
 

     In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;  

     broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 

     you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

     Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,  

     saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people 

     for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

     Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his 

     coming in glory. 
 

 

     Pour out your Holy Spirit, that by this Holy Communion we may know the unity we 

     share with all your people in the body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
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     Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is 

     yours, almighty Father, now and forever.       
C  Amen. 

 

DISTRIBUTION 
[“INTINCTION” – dip your wafer in the wine.  Come forward by the center aisle and return by 

the side aisle.  All who wish to stand at the chancel rail after partaking for a time of silent 

meditation are invited to do so]. 

 

 * COMMUNION BLESSING 
  P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

   grace. 
  C Amen 

 

* PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
P Let us pray. 

 Almighty God, you provide the true bread from heaven, your Son, Jesus Christ 

our Lord.  Grant that we who have received the Sacrament of his body and 

blood may abide in him and he in us, that we may be filled with the power of 

his endless life, now and forever. 
   C Amen 

 

* DISMISSAL 
P Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
C   Thanks be to God. 
 

 POSTLUDE                                             “O Magnify the Lord”                                            Moore 

 

NEXT WEEK’S LECTOR – Andrea Cameron 
NEXT WEEK’S ALTAR GUILD –  Ona Stoner 

 
WELCOME 

IF YOU WISH TO USE OR FOLLOW THE LITURGY MUSIC as we proceed through the service 

today, please use the green portfolios placed on top of the sound control system.  In 
addition, headsets are available in the narthex for our sound enhancement system for the 

hearing impaired. 

 

VISITORS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME to worship at Messiah.  We invite you to register your visit 
not only in the Friendship Pads, but also in the guest book provided in the narthex.  If you are 

seeking a church home, please speak to the pastor.  Our fellowship in Jesus Christ is open 
and extended to all persons who confess His Lordship over all life.  Thank you for worshiping 

with us.  We invite you to return.  Visitors are invited to commune with us if they are baptized 

and, if with us in our faith, they trust Jesus’ promise of the presence of the Body and Blood of 
Christ. 

 

WE INVITE EVERYONE (members and visitors) worshiping with us today to sign the Friendship 
Pads during the Organ Offertory.  If you are a visitor, please be sure to include your address 
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when signing.  Please also place a check mark in the box (beside your name) if you are 

communing today and have not as yet given us a record of your participation in the 

sacrament during this quarter.  (A new quarter begins in January, April, July, and October).  

The pads are found on the aisle seat of each pew in the nave, and in each section of the 

Adult Sunday School Room. 

 
THE STRUNG-OUT DULCIMER BAND practices twice each month in the Messiah Lutheran 

Church Social Room. Please receive our sincere thanks for affording us this privilege. 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS are presented to the Glory of God and in memory of dear friends by Warren 

and Claire Mummah. 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS will be placed in the weekly bulletin for one month.  If you wish to have 

someone included in the prayer list for more than one month, please call the church office. 

 

THE DEADLINE FOR ALL ITEMS TO BE INCLUDED IN THE SUNDAY BULLETIN IS THURSDAY NOON. 
 

DIAL-A-PRAYER (436-2100) IS AVAILABLE 24 HOURS DAILY! 

 
JUST A THOUGHT – J. B. Phillips, Bible Translator (1906 – 1982): Every time we say “I believe in 

the Holy Spirit,” we believe there is a living God able and willing to enter human personality 

and change it. 

 
CONGREGATIONAL NEWS 

AVERAGE WEEKLY OFFERING NEEDED TO FUND 2012 EXPENSES is $3,250.  Offering received on 

7/15/12 was $_____.  

 

RECEIVED IN STAINED GLASS FUND on Sunday, July 15, 2012: $___.  This brings the total 

received to $______ of the total $85,890 needed for the project.  Balance needed to 
complete funding is $_________. 

 
WOMEN OF THE ELCA 

MESSIAH WOMEN OF THE ELCA continuously collect new bath-size bars of soap (4 oz. to 5 oz., 

preferably Ivory or unscented Dove) as an on-going project for Lutheran World Relief.  

8Please place soap in the basket on the blue table in the Sunday School Room. 
 

************ 
 

SALES FOR SCHOOL SUPPLIES BEGIN IN JULY!!!!! The last Messiah Women of the ELCA project 

for the year is collection of items to fill 60 back packs for Lutheran World Relief School Kits.  
We have some supplies but need the congregation to help to add needed items.  

Collection will continue until September 9, 2012. 
 

  --Ballpoint Pens (5 needed for each kit) 
  --Pencil Sharpener 

  --Blunt Scissors (safety scissors with embedded steel blades work well) 

  --Unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers (5 needed for each kit) 
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  --A box of 24 crayons 

  --2½ inch erasers 
 

Please place the items on the blue table in the Sunday School Room. 
 

************ 
 

************ 
 

AN INVITATION TO PARTICIPATE in a project in association with Seafarers International House 

– At the 25th Anniversary Convention of the Upper Susquehanna Synodical Unit of the 

Women of the WELCA, July 28, 2012, there will be an ingathering of items for “Christmas at 

Sea” sacks which will be given to seamen who cannot be with family for the holidays.  These 

items will be gathered from May until Sunday, July 22, 2012.  (Matthew 25:40; And the King 

will answer and say to them, “Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did it to one of the 

least of these My brethren, you did it to me.”) 

Items needed: (No substitutes, please) 
 

  Sweatshirt—hooded or unhooded in size L or XL 

  Thermal or white gym socks, groups of three pairs 
  Casual pull-over T-shirts, size M and L 

  Knit heavy winter cap 

  Cans of nuts or candy 
  Christmas card signed by you 

 
The sacks will be completed and filled at a board meeting of the WELCA Synodical Board 

before Thanksgiving.  These gifts may be placed on the blue table in the Sunday School 

Room. 
 

************ 
 
COMMUNITY 

MEALS-ON-WHEELS needs a head cook and team for the fourth Tuesday of the month 

(beginning in November).  Also needed, at least two people to help assemble the meals for 

delivery on the second Friday of the month (needed immediately).  Drivers are also needed 
for several routes.  If you can help, please call Dottie Heck at 436-6002 or 717-348-1950 (cell). 

 

FREE COMMUNITY POOL SWIM – Everyone is invited to a free pool party at the community 

pool in Mifflin on Wednesday, August 8 from 6-8 p.m.  It will be hosted by the Juniata County 
Chapter of Thrivent Financial for Lutherans.  Hot dogs and drinks will be served, and there is 

no cost—so  bring a chair if you like, and come join us for food, fun, and fellowship. 
 

 

 
 

 

THE JUNIATA COUNTY FOOD PANTRY NEEDS YOUR SUPPORT – July and August is always a lean 
time for food and monetary donations, and this summer the squeeze has hit particularly 
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hard.  With children home from school, as well as the weak economy, the number of people 

needing food is high.  About 300 families a month are being served at the Food Pantry.  

Monetary donations are especially appreciated as they can be used by the Food Pantry to 

purchase food at wholesale prices.  As always, your support in any way is gratefully 

appreciated. 

FOOD PANTRY NEEDS FOR JULY: 
ALL NON-PERISHABLE FOODS, PERSONAL CARE AND PAPER PRODUCTS. 

AND VEGETABLES AND FRUITS FROM GARDENS WOULD BE GLADLY ACCEPTED. 

WE ALSO ACCEPT DONATIONS OF CASH AND GIFT CARDS FROM LOCAL STORES. 

 

NURSE’S NOTES – From ouch to ahh in seconds.  Burned your hand? Cross your arms to take 

the edge off the pain.  Italian researchers found that people felt laser-generated “pinpricks” 

less when they crossed one arm over the other with palms flat on a desk than when their 

arms were straight.  Placing limbs in unfamiliar spatial positions in relation to the body 

appears to confuse the brain and disrupts its ability to process sensory stimuli efficiently, 

weakening pain perception.  (Prevention Magazine.  November 2011, pg. 14). 
 

 
THIS WEEK AT MESSIAH 

 

Today:   -9:15 a.m., Early Summer Worship/Communion. 
 

Monday:   -8 p.m., AA meeting. 
 

Wednesday: -OFFICE CLOSED (July & August). 
 

Sunday:   -9:15 a.m., Early Summer Worship/Communion & Service of Healing.  

 


